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WHY NOT GO FURTHER?

State Senator Cusick, of Albany,
has announced that he will endeavor
to have the office of county recorder
abolished at the next session of the
legislature.  As this is a step in the
direction of economy, The Tribune
applauda,

But why, Senstor, stop your
activities in office smashing with the
one office of county recorder” Why
pot go all along the line and trim
off officials not at all necessary for
a well managed public serviee? We
might suggest that the office of
school supervisor is of as little
real benefit to the people as that of
recorder. We might also suggest
that the third judicial distriet does
dot need two judges, when one
could easily do the work. Also that
our prosecuting attorney who now
has but half the work he formerly
had, should have his salary redyced
in accordanee therewith.

And, Senator, if you will look in-
to the state commission business,
you will there find a rich field in
which you ean apply the pruning
hook. And, again, when the legisla-
ture meeta, there will be 100 or
more clerks that ean be dispensed
with without injury to the publie
service,

The fleld for economy along these
lines, Senator, is almost unlimited,
You will cover yourself with glory
Senator, If you will inaugurate a
campaign to abolish needless offices.
And, the state house could reduce
clericle emploves by one-half without
mjury to the public service.

Whenever a legislative official
undertakes to reduce public expense
either in the county or state, he will
strike a responsive chord with the
people which will redown his popu-
larity.

Senator Cusick, we doff our hat
to you, for you have started a move-
ment which has long been desired
by the people. Your intention is
admirable and we hope & majority
of the members of the legislature
will be of your mind.
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MOST IMPORTANT OFFICES

You may think the offices of
county eclerk, county sheriff, county
recorder, county tressurer and
county school superintendent the
most important county offices we
have in the county, but that is just
where you are mistaken. The above
mentioned offices are purely execu-
tive in their functions, if we except
the school surerintendent. The law
defines what their duties are and
they ‘ean’t do anything beyond that
without getting into trouble. We
think these are the most important
because these officials draw down fat
salaries a8 compared with officials
who are most important to the
people.

The offices of county judge and
county commissioner are largely ad-
ministrative rather than executive
These are the men who have their
hands in our pockets. They tell us
how much we must spend for the
public welfare. If to these we add
our members of the legislature, then
we have named all officials who have
power over our posketbooks and the
pay for these last mentioned officials
is much less than that of the former
mentioned. As a result, we are less
careful in the selection of men to
fill them. When we can pursuade
three men to become candidates for
state representative and two for the
state senate, we think them sufficient.
Here is where both the political
parties and the people individually
are radically wrong. Our members
of the legislature are certainly the
most important officials we have
They make laws for us to obey, else
we pay & penalty. They say how
much monev we must spend for the

with other sections of this great
northwest and the eastern states.
| believe Mr. Minto would have pre-
ferred the honor of discovering an
improved mountain passagewsy for
egress and ingress o the Willamet te
valley or the improvement of same
species of our domestic animals
than the honors of & membership in
congress,

In polities Mr. Minto was a demo-
erat until the civil war wnen he as-
socinted himself with the republican
party, though he was never a strict
partisan in any sense, He was a
member of the Odd Fellows and
Elk orders and when he passed away
was the oldest member of those
orders in the state,

Mr. Minto was a student to the
very last moment of his long and
useful life, he read and wrote con-
tinuously and has left his impress
upon every page of Oregon history.
He loved the birds of the air and
and the beasts of the forest, yes,
everything in nature from the
flowers of the valley to the snew
cavped peak of Mount Hood. With
such a soul and heart it is but nat-
ural that the writings of the great
Scotch poet Burns should have held
first place in his literary affections.

Mr. Minto died at the age of H2
vears, beloved by all who knew him
or had ever felt the inspiration of
his pen and muse,
by patriotic motives and ean afford
the expense. Other purely adminis-
trative offices are paid too mueh.
Plenty of eapable men would accept
most of our county offices at half
the salary they are paid. When
both our county and state govern-
ments were provided for more than
fifty years ago, conditions were
entirely different from what they
now are, and the methods then em-
ployed do not fit the econditions of
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