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LABOR ON THE

ROADS

ENFORCED

OVERNOR WEST'S POLICY of working
the convicts from the. penitentiary on the
1 3 1.1 'II r

publie roads is most commendable.

is no other labor in which they ean be emploved
which will give the state better retlurns But
there is another ciass of citizens, not vet convicts,

which are equally deserving of the state’s atten-
tion, We

termed "Thobos

allude to IHll["H' who are ordinar

il '!"T':l-w' [""']'i" sho ':.{ i‘a' pros il 1

as the conviets,

) ‘fl"‘--hi li nn «Qitor

with labor as wel
Some months uyro the NEWS I

ial on this subject as follows:

| plenty, when there

is work ad infinitum, at a pmv! wage and in almost

ranks of the hobo

seem to grow no less and, in fact, seem to In

“In these dayvs of peace and
any direction or loecality, the

crease,

“It is stated that there are 15,000 of these'' touf-
ists'’ seattered along the railroad line from Port
land swith,

"“While the general name “hobo' applies to these
moneyless travelers, they are not all of the, strictly
speaking, hobo class, The genuine hobo, ostensi
bly seeking for work, will not work if a job at a
good wage is offered him, Some of these so-called
hobos are men out of a job and, for one reason or
another, are changing their locations. They will
work if a job is offered them, rather than accept
charity, For the reason that many people
to refuse to supply a meal to a tourist of this
character, fearing that the worthy though unfortu-
nate may be turned away, they are assisting in
nurturing the ranks of a class of people, many of
whom think the world owes them a living, but that
they owe the world nothing in return therefor. To
such people, the Biblical injunetion
of thy brow thou shalt earn thy bread'’ is meaning-
less, By fair means or foul, they secure a meager
livliihood with which they seem content.

“But it would not be fair nor just to assume that
Circumstances
woemed to them insurmountable,

lishke

“By the sweat

all hobos are such from choize,
which, doubtless,
caused them to take up this nomadie existence,
Perhaps if many of them were given a chanee in
life and an influence for good thrown around them,
they might become useful citizens

,There is a duty resting upon the public to pro-
vide this chance—to exert this influence, Private
initiative or endeavor cannot deal with this matter
There must be a commanding legal
force behind the movement. If the hobo will not
accept employment when it is tendered him, there
should be a power, investad in the legal authority,
to pursuade him. And there should be some sort
of public work in every city or county to supply
the emplovment. The wage should not be so large
as that paid by the private employer, yet sufficient
to cause the hobo to feel as if he was earning
sonething, besides the three meals and a bed which
should be supplied him,

‘As a matter of course, the hobo without money

successfully.

and employment, should be required to serve a
stated time at this public employment, or until he
could secure a job at a better wage from a private
employer. A private employer would not be apt
to give a hobo a job, unless he manifested somre
willingness to work, while employed by the publie
and, in this way, all of them who really wanted a
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