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J
tuition, board, lodging, room rent, light, heat, 
laundry etc. included, is from 1125 to 1150 per 
yesr. Here at Eugene the cost per student for 
tuition alone is over $300. Nor is the cost likely 
to become less in the future. As the school in­
creases in enrollment, new buildings and addition- 
.11 teaching force will be required, so that the cost 
per student, will be likely to increase, rather than 
decrease.

What does the state receive in return for this 
large expense? True we are educating lawyers, 
doctors, civil engineers etc. ,| Yet, should any of 
them be employed by the state, they would charge 
probably, all the more for their services, because 

| of their superior qualifications. Or if a teacher in 
our public schools.conies.fruni the Qniversity, tn«, 
highest salary admisable is expected.

Public money fur educational purposes can onlj 
be equitably expended througn the medium of tnv 
public school. Unless an university or codege can 
he erected in every county or town, the inequil) 
of expending public money therefore becomes, a- 
once, apparent Hence, the logical sequence is, 
if ail counties or towns cm not have u college 
erected by the slate, none of them should.

Of course every town or county in wmen a state 
college is located, is unanimously in favor ol 
liberal appropriations for their support Why 
should they not be? Lane county pajs about $50.-1 
000 stale lax. If the increased appropriation is 
allowed, she will be deriving about $2.50 from the 
soite for every dollar she conlriouU-s. This $125,- 
000 per year will eventually find its way into the 
money tills of the Eugene merchants. Possibly 
Friend Peery, seeing that he is located less than 
three miles irom Hie university, gets some of it. 
But we are not uncharitable enough to attribute 
ms advocacy of tne measure to mercenary motives. 
We are, all of us, influenced, more or less by en­
vironment We arc ail apt to be somewhat selfish 
and advocate matters and measures, in which sell 
interest is involved. Brother Peery lives in an 
university atmosphere, and could not be exp«7t«i 
to hold any otner opinion. If he uas a resident ol 
his old home town, we upprenend he would view 
matters through different spectacles.

Linn county pays a larger state tax than I nine 
pays. Not one dollar is expended or ha« been ex­
pended by the state in Linn county, if we except 
« small appropriation for the soda spring» al Soda­
ville and another small sum for the Orphan,s 
Home, several years ago. Yet Linn county helps 
to pay for Eugene's pros|>erity, helps to increase 
the value of Eugene property and helps to increase 
the profits of Eugene merchants. And we do not 
blame Eugene, h«-r property owners, or her mer­
chants, for taking advantage of the opportunity 
presented. We blame the legislature our la* 
makers, for violating law in establishing the sys­
tem and for the continuance of the violation, by 
voting money from the treasury to support the 
system.

The News is well aware that it, as well as ever.) 
Iwdy who opposes the appropriation, will be called 
Knockers and opposers of higher education. Yet 
we are very much in favor of higher education 
We would be glad to know that every boy and girl 
in Oregon would receive a good college training 
We would applaud a law that would double the 
amount of money appropriated for public schools. 
We would be glad to see the state abandon everj 
slate college and apply the money used in support 
of the colleges, to the common schools. Ixl 
justice and equality for all and special privilege 
for none, be our motto.
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L
AST WEEK we published quite n lengthy 
article, in defense of the continuous annual 
appropriation for the state university at Eu- 

gene, from the J>en of our former townsman. Mr. 
M M Peerv; but now one of the trailing and pros­
perous business men of Springfield and who is, 
also, th» mayor of his adopted city.

Mr. I’.-ery advances argument very similar to 
that of the committee of the university alumni and 
which is almost too trivial to be worthy of reply: 
if it was not for the fact that the state college 
question is one of very grave imttortance to the 
pwiple. Mr Pe.wv seems to think l>ecause other 
ndjoining states appropriate large sums of money 
for their universities, th«r Oregon should do like 
wise. Circumstances or conditions are not the 
same in till states, anti those of Oregon tire differ­
ent from those of Washington, California or Idaho. 
In neither of these last mentioned “tates. is there 
nn organic law prohibiting the erection and main­
taining <>f public buildings or institutions at point- 
other than at the state capitoL Oregon has sue! 
:. luw and one which is very explicit and rnanda 
t<»ry. That this law has been violated in the erec- 
t ..f the university at Eugene, is ffrfdMMMd l'\ 
the fact, that one of the proixMU'd amendments to 
be votad upon next month, is one to legally r-s-og 
nixe and authorize the erection of public buildings 
at points other than at the state capitol.

Section 3. article I I of the constitution, closes 
with the following provision: “That all public 
it .«titutions of the state, hereafter provided for by 
the legislative assembly, shall be located at the 
seat of government. ” The university at Eugene 
is n public institution. As such, it was erected in 
violation of the alaive mentioned section, in that it 
is not located at Salem. Hence, the money here 
tofore appropriated for the building and main- 
tainance, or which may hereafter l»e so appropri­
ated. unless the law is amended, is taking money 
unlawfully from the state’s treasury. Just why 
our legislatures of the past have “wink«! at this 
provision, and proceeded as if no such law existed, 
las never been satisfactorily explained. A few 
years ago. when an attempt was made to erect an 
I.astern Oregon asylum for the insane, the matter 
was brought before the supreme court. The court 
sustain«! this provision of the constitution and the 
branch asylum was not erected. Had the building 
of the university been called in question in like 
manner, it would have fared similarly.

When money is appropriateil from the public 
t reasury for any purpose w hatever, the state is 
mpposetl to receive an adequate return: not by, 
simply, a few persons, but by all the people. In 
educational matters, money appropriated for our 
public schoola places a common school education 
within the reach of every boy and girl in the state; 
with ,|M-rhaps. an isolated exception now and then. 
This is not true of money appropriated for the 
university. At most, but a few hundred young 
men ami young women, principally residents of 
Ijine county, receive the l>enefit of a tax imposed 
upon all the people. Whereas, if the money thus 
appropriated, should be added to the public school 
fund, it would make it possible for all our boys 
and girls to obtain an education, a fraction better 
than that which they now receive. .

Even if the university had a legal standing, the people are now at war with.
i icrease in appropriation is unwise and extrava- gradually turning the country to Mr. Bryan, 
g int. Aa the work of the Eugene and Corvallis general 
colleges is largely in duplication, the expense is another element in Mr. Bryan's favor. 
practicably doubled. No one will dispute the fact p|e have concluded that a financial system which 
that the work, as now conduct«! at these two allows a financial panic to be brought on at a time 
colleges, could l>e carried on with even better sue- when peace and unprecedented plenty maintains, is 
cess, if combined in one and at a far less cost a wrong and dangerous one. A change is de- 

Our Oregon state colleges are costinu a great manded. The re-election of President Roosevelt 
deal too much money per student. The March or ths el«:tion of Mr. Bryan seems to lie the only 
number of McClure's mag >zine gives a description guarantee that we will get that change. Presi- 
of the method in which the university at Valpa- dent Roosevelt has eliminated himself from con- 
raiso, Indiana, is conducted; the cost per student, sideration. Hence, Mr. Bryan is the only a'terna- 
etc. This university has an enrollment of from tiv* and the people seem disposed to embrace that 
WW to 5000 students. The cost per student for1 alternative with enthusiasm

> in 
Mr.

As the national campaign is developed, both 
the Democratic ahd Republican parties, ! 
Brian's chances for nomination and el«:tion grow 
brighter. The bitterness of the quarrel of Presi­
dent Roosevelt and his opposition is becoming 
more evident every day. z\ few days airo when 
the president’s special message was tabled by the 
U. S. senate, without the courtesy of being read, 
must and will lie construed as a practical insult to 
the president, which will, undoubtedly be resent­
ed by the people. This can be done only by elect­
ing legislatures in the various states, which will 
be hostile to the v*st majority of men who now 
compose the Unit«! States senate. We want new 
men and new blood there men who owe allegi­
ance to the p«jple rather than to the trusts, rail­
roads and tanfT barons. The election of president 
should be governed by the same influences. We 
know William J. Bryan or President Roosevelt 
would be true to the p«»ple’a interests. We do 
not know that Secretary Taft would. On the con­
trary his environment through life, his court de­
cisions in labor matters, hia stand pat tariff policy 
and his probable deal with Wall street, all go to 
show that his acts as president would be directed 
in favor of the classes and interests which the 
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