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Che Santiam Iews,
OBSERVE THE LAWS

:\'I"]l'“[}'l”\ the greatest menace to the
stability and perpetuity of civilized govern
ments, is the lack of observance and en

forcement of the law. When a people reaches the
point where either from lack of ability «
ition to enforce law exists, that government b
comes a farce, and a revolution in its form or in
the execution and observance of its laws is at hand
All civilized government is based upon the ob
NO matter what the positi

wr d1spoOs

servance of its laws
of the individual or association of individuals may
be, if he or they can v :"].I“"\-" laws with impun
ity, the danger point in the perpetuity of that
government has been reached An immediate re
form in the enforcement of its laws must occur or
anarchy results,

When, in 1860, the states of the South ref
to obey the Federal laws, the government author
ties, at that time, were impotent to enforce them.
A long and blody war ensued before the supremacy
of the federal laws could be established., Had a
federal police force been at hand to enforce the
law when Fort Sumpter at Charleston, 5, C., was
attacked, the civil war would not have transpired
The life and stability of any government depend
upon its ability to enforee its laws, without whicl

the tenure of such a government i1s short,

The U, 8 ¥overnmenat, being a » weriment of
the people and by the people, is probable the
slackest of all governments in the enforcement of
law. As the execution of law depends upon
officials elected by the people, human nature is

such that but few officials will enforce the letter of

the law against the friend to whom their election
was due. Unscrupulous and dishonest men taks
advantage of this feature of our political stem
and scheme to elect men as officials, w !
can afterwards use to conserve their interesl |
this feature of our system ti -

now afflict the body politic are attributable l'o
correct this evil our country is now enguged in the

most gigantic |..,1m<-:|l contest of Ity existence
The war that is being waged by governmental

authorities against railway law-breaking, corpor
ations and trusts. against publ ind grabber
ete,, and the efforts of municipalities to eradicate
law breakers, grafters and briber ample
evidence that our governments, national, state and

municipal are undergoing a course of house clean
ing, which will result in a purer public service
let us hope, for all time

A good citizen is he who would scorn to bireak
law even to secure personal gnlr I'runsversely
he who breaks law for personal gain a bad
citizen. Yet, in many instances, men who are

ordinarily good citizens, are led to break laws for

mere personal gain, The loose and reckless ma

thods by which men have acquired public lands is
a case in point. Men have taken homesteads in
the best of timber lands In doing this they have
committed no less than three erimes.  When mak
ing Aling at the land office, they swear that the

land is more valuable for agricultural purposes
than for timber or stone. This is perjury No, 1
They swear that they will make the particular
quarter-section their bona fide homes and when
they come to prove up in order to secure patent,
swear that they have done so I'his is perjury
No. 2. They, also, procure two witne

ing up, who swear that the settler has

W08 1N proy

made the

claim his continuous home. This is ¢rime No, 3
subbornation of perjury

All of us know men, who pose as respectables
who have committed all of these erimes and are
now enjoying the fruits thereof. The “"Land Con-

science'’ has secured a pretty strong hold on the
people of Oregon but, thanks to Dr , Weare
rapidly recovering from the attack

Law breaking by these so called respectable
people, however, is not limited to the
public land. We have a game law that men and
Inl}'.‘i ha\'t'. heretofore, violated with impunity. A
little energetic enforcement of the law, has caused
a material change in this respect Even farmer
boyvs are a little careful now about shooting Chifh
pheasants out of season

At the present time, however, violations of the
local option law are the objects of principal atten-
tionin the “‘dry’’ counties, Whether or not our
present local option is for the best, it is not neces
sary here to discuss. Honest and goo
in opinions in this regard S
law is on our statute books and should

seCuring uf

Men who, fortrifling gain, will sell Liquor illicita
cannot be regarded as good citizer If they wi
violate law in this regard, they ca { trusted
in other respects. Nor should they feel ill treated

if they are made to pay a heavy penalty for their
misdeeds; especially if for a second or third
offense,

Generally speaking, laws are enacted to be
obeyed. No doubt there are laws enacted that are
unwise —that are difficult to enforce. Yet, they
5h0llld b &'I’lfnl‘(‘t‘d to the letter and without favor-
itisam. If thelaw is bad, enforce it and it w ill be
the more quickly répealed. Any
of its unpopularity, is not enforced, causes a dan-

iaw that, because

people. Hence, the spectacle of the Oregon legis-
lature in openly violating constitutional law, as it
has in the past, has been a dangerous example 1w,

place before the people. Why should the people

obey law if our lawmakers, themselves, disobey it?

A good citizenship ean only be established by a
prompt and willing obedience to law. Men should
not feel that they obey law because they fear the
consequences of disobedience. Such an one is not
nor cannot be a good citizen. A feeling of love
and respect for our country and its laws, is and
should be the ruling spirit of every citizen. Un
fortunately, however, the love of gain will cause
men to do wrong and for the e.ntrol of such, laws
are enacted with penalties attached. Nor should
the lawbreaker feel agrieved and wrongfully
treated when he is overtaken in his eriminality and
18 made to suffer the consequences,

If all men were controlled by a spirit of right
living — if they would do right because of a sense
of duty, very few laws would be necessary. But
modern humanity is not built after that pattern.
Asa consequence the right minded lawabiding
citizen is burdened with the responsibility of fore
ing the wrongdoer to do right—-a duty both un-
pleasant and unthankful

JUDGE GALLOWAY'S DECISION

AST week Judge Galloway decided the ques-
tion of how the University of Oregon ap-
propriation referendum measure shall be

placed upon the ballot If the judge wishes to
hoodwink the average voler, he could not have
pursued a better course than he did in this deci
jon. He directs that the measure shall be stated
on the ballot as follows

““An act w amend section 3529 of Bellinger and
Cotton's Annotated Codes and Statutes of Oregon,
by increasing the annual appropriation for the
support and maintenance ¢f the University of

Uregon

In order for the voer to know what section 3520
states, IL 18 neéecessary for him to have access Lot
tatuts I\r to most Ler Wil 1 i N #

t that t 1 -

il
) " rant ¢ .

Al } A ‘ } I Ll ' ! l

the unmversity now gets an annual maintenance «

£47.500, or £118.76 per student nor if the appropri

.l‘:ll', ) ]l.l'f'l"l‘\"i T" SE.:-','H.I :" r annum : Wil Kt i
$312.60 per student
Most of the newspapers of the state favor the

increase and. therefore, will not take very great |

paing to l‘\1-|:1::: the measure o the people h
the contrary, they will whoop up the university.
They will point out how much more some other

state is allowing her university and what a jood

WOFK our university is illl ny. Lthat ) jretr cent. ol

the students are voung men and young women |

who are earning their way, ete. They will not tell

vou that there are about double the number of

teachers now employed at the university that are|

necessary; nor that a part of the appropration

asked for will be used in purchasing a foot-ball

field. All of these things will be kept in the back
bright side of the
They will not point

ground Nothing but the
university will be exhibited.
out the fact that every dollar appropriated to the
Eugene school is so appropriated in direct confliet
with the state constitution,

Judge Galloway did the people of Oregon an ir

reparable wrong in deciding this matter in the way '

he did. It was in his power te cause the measure
to be so stated upon the ballot, that the most illi
terate voter in the state would have understood
the matter. Instead he has made a study of how
he can best befog the voters

Suppose he had directed the measure to be
stated as follows: ""Do you favor increasing the
annual appropriation for the University of Oregon
from $47,500 to $125,0007 So stated, every voter
would then have an intelligent understanding of
the matter and would vote accordingly.

So long as these reterendum measures are stated
upon the ballot in a way to befog or confuse the
voter, a fair expression of the voice of the people

cannot be had. On this question, as now stated,

many people will vote contrary to their wishes, |

There is not a question of doubt but what, if the
matter should be stated as piainly as above in
dicated, the taxpayers of Oregon would refuse the
increase. But stated as Judge Galloway directs
many will vote for it thinking they are voting
against it; while very many others will fail to vots

on the measure at ull, because they cannot under
stand it
The NEwWS thinks Jud Laliow a i
serious mistake and one that will rebound agai
! | ry
i J )
A Cory of the Uregonian al @

ome editorial utterance derogatory of Mr. Bryan,

8 a4 rarity these days About the meanest and
most untruthful thi ¢ it has said
Bryan and Harriman in the same class, which it]
did in an issue of last week. Mr. Harriman rep- |

|

resents everything which Mr. Bryan has lrﬂ-n;
fighting for years. The only thing in which Mr.i

Bryan and Mr, Harriman can be placed in the|County Court of Linn County, Oreg

same category is: they are both roundly hated by
the Oregonian. Mr, Bryan is a veritable red flag
to the Oregonian,

MR, HENEY is certainly a terror to evil-doers.
He likes to prosecute the big fellows, rather than
the little ones,

18 to place Mr, |
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In this colomn will be published
the ancuncementa of any citisen wh
aspires 10 the candidacy for any uifice
subject to the will of the volers at the
lorthcoming primaries

To the Repubilican voters of
Linn County

| hereby announce mysell an an aspir-

ant, subject to your will at the fortheom
ing primary slect for the canlidacy
for the office of
COUNTY RECORDER : .
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fows, bt dis snesaings e touch with the trend of political .

events in county, state and nation-
al eampaigns, subsceribe now  for

EXECUTOR =~ NOTICH

Notwe 18 hereby given that the

B e oot THE SANTIAMNEWS,

All persons having claime agninst =a

estate are hereby notifled to  present
them, duly verifi d as by law r quired
to the andersigned, at has residence near
Lyvons, Linn Couoty, Oregon. withis
six monthes from the date of this notice

Only 75 cents to
November 15 08

Dated Febirusry 7, 1908
Inosman Lyoxs, Execator
T. J. Svrres,
ALLoron Yy lor Executor.




