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HE PORTLAND COMMERCIAL CLURB is an

association of Portland's strong, progressive
businessmen. Any enterprise they under-
take, if the're Is any go in it, they'll make it go.
The succeas of the Lewis and Clark fair, and the
building of the Portage are attributable
4 o the exertions of this club, almost
The extraordinary growth of Portland during the
past two years is attributable, also, in a great
measure, to publicity given the Rose city by this
association of business men and their irrepressible
secretary, Tom Richardson.
The members of the Commercial Club, as a rule,
enturprises,

rallwav,
exclusively.

large business
money and rightfully

are men who manage
who expend vast sums of
reap large profits therefrom. In their efforts to
make Portland the chief city of the
they have the sympathy and good will of all Ore-
gon., Nor can the Commercial ¢lub be blamed if
its every energy, its every plan, has for its object
Portland's developmeent, However, our commercial
brethren must remember that there is consider-
able territory in Oregon outside the corporate lim-
its of the Rose city and, also, that there are more
people outside of Portland in Oregon than there is
in that city, and that they have rights which even
the Portland Commercial Club must respect,
These Portlard merchants and other
men should also remember that the present
future prosperity of their various businesses de-
pend almost wholly upon, not Portland, but upon
the ha!f million Oregonians who live outside Port-

Pacific coust,

buainess
and

Rnd. IFOSPerous, progressive U'regon means a
land. A pros; I e

prosperous, progressive Portland, and not other-
wise. Portland merchants depend largely upon

the rest of the state for patronage, without which
they yould soon go out of businesa,

A few days ago. at a banquet given by the Port-
land Commercial Club, our Initiative and Referen-
dum law was condemned in unmeasured terms,
Why?

For some reason the ¢lub has taken up the Ore-
gon University cause. Because of the invoking of
the Referendum upon the University, 125,000 ap-
propriation, is brought out the words condemning
the law by the club members

Of course, the appropriation
these gentlemen who can raise
land for a rose show; or
raised a balf million do
Clark fair.
actions on the hundred
course consider the appropriation a modest one
But to the farmer who works from sun to sun for
an income of only a few hundred dollars, the mat-
ter appears different. The farmers see in the ap-
propriation, not this one only, but
yearty drain of that amount upon the state treas
ury. They feel that if this appropration should
be allowed to pass University
lobby would be on hand at the next session of the
legislature asking for a further increase. The
easiest time to stop a leak 18 when it first starts,

Now, the Initiative and Referendum law was
enacted for the purpose of cutting out extravagant
appropriations, and for the further purpose of
blocking assaults on the state treasury by men of
extravagant ideas, to which number the commer-
cial elub evidently belongs. The tax payersof the
rest of the state believe they ought to have the
right to say how heavily they should be taxed.
They think the Referendum places a club within
their hands with which they can, eventually, beat '
off all grafters that would filch money from the
state's strong box, and they will continue to in- |
voke the Referendum whenever deemed necessary, |
nevertheless the opinion of the Commercial Club |
i3 to the contrary.

That the Oregon University is extravagant is
demonstrated when the cost per student is eom- |

appears trifling to
100,000 1in Port-

wWho, three Yyears ago

lars for the Lewis and

Men who contemplate financial trans

basis, of

thousand dollar

a continuous

unquestioned, the

pared with a like cost at the other state collegos, | son.

There is no reason why the cost per student at Eu- |

boys and girls, who must be content with what
education they can get in the common schools, to
!be taxed to give a college edueation to others who
are more fortunately situated in life than they.
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