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DAIRYING OUR ULTIMATE DESIINY

Dairving is the ultimate destiny of the farms of
the forks o the Suntiam MO other section of the
state is better fitted, naturally, for dairyving than
are the valleys of Thomas and Crabtree necks
and the smaller vallevs tributory thereto. Nature
eonld, possibly, have madiea more idedl dairy sec
tion, but, so far as we have observed, she has
failed to do s With the splendid everflowing
MOUnIn SLrems, wnich furnish hving water for
nearly every farm, the rich bottom soll eanaoie of
producing the largest of erops, the adjoining hills
coversd three-fourt s of the year with native
grasses, furnish at once nearly all the require
ments of the liiilr_\ farm At all events, w hat na
ture has failed to supply, the hand of the indus
trious dairyman can provide.. Our farmers are not
slow to perceive wnat nature evidently intended
the forks of the Santiam to be the banner dairy
gection of  the Willamette Valle They see that
the time-honored business of grain raising must be
ui-:nni--r.---l and FIVEe WAY Lo 4 more remunerative
lu'l'tll'llllllfl_ T:.t' ;.:I'.'\l|'l.'l.] decrease in the number
of bushels of wheat or outs per acre admonishes
the chservant farmer that the sol s calung loudly
for a change, and the dairy and vtner stock indus-
try affords, easily, the most natural change

The farmer who takes up the dairy for a change
should give it his most intelligent thought. The
better he makes the conditions, the more success-
ful the result will be,  To this end a plentiful sup
ply of the standard agricultural journals and peri-
odicals of the day should be on his table, not mer
ely as an ornament, but to be read carefully and
studied. As all learning is obtained by our own
thought and experience, and that of other thinkers
and experimenters, no opportunity to learn the
methods and results of the experience of others
snhould be neglected, For this reason, the progres
sive farmer and dairyman reads aericultural jour
nals and attends farmers’ institutes and clubs

The first thing necessary for the grain farmer
who contemplates dairying, 18 to proviae plenty of
grass for the dairy herd he purposes to assemble
The herd having been selected, the dairyvman
ghould as quickly as possible become intimately ac
quainted with his cows, He should know just what
ration and how mueh snould be given to produce
the best low of milk. An accurate record of the
number of pounds of milk each cow produced
daily should be kept. Every cow, as everyone
knows, is not a good milker, neither in quality nor
quuntil_\. }"!'n'l[ went tests for butter fat of the
milk of each cow should be made. By a close ob-
servation of this record, it will soon be shown
which cow 18 the money maker and which the
loser. The money losing cow should be disposed
of to the buteher as soon as practical. By a sys-
tematic course of weeding out of ecows of poor
quality and judicious breeding, the herd can be de-
veloped to a degree of exceellence that will be pro
ductive of an ever-increasing bank account, A
model dairy herd having been selected, the food,
feeding and care of the herd shouid be a matter of
profound study. The flow of milk should be ob-
served closely when a chanee of food 1s made.  As
a rule, the fat producing food 18 not the best for a
milk cow. For this reason, grasses, clover and
vetches are regarded as good food 1or the cow. Sil-
ege for winter feeding 18 thought to be necessary
by our best dairymen, It should be the aim t»
have some feed in a green state, or as nearly
that condition as possible, for the dairy cow every
month in the year. This can be done by having
green corn to cut and feed from the middle of July
on till the fall grass arrives, and a well filled silo
for the frosty winter months. Experience and
close observation nlong this line will soon demon-
gtrate which plan pays

In handling the dairy cow, absolute kin'ness
should be the rule. A passionate man o the
milker, or a dog, is entirely out of place and is in-
jurious in the handling of the milk cow. Clean-
liness about the dairy barn is absolutely essential
if we would have a nice, wholesome, untainted
milk.
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