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POLITICAL SCHOOLS.

B the term "Political schools,” out readers are 
not to infer schools whose principle teaching is 
the scie» ce of politics; but sr huols that are con- 
tnrlled by politics. We have some halt dozen uf 
ti rm hi Oregon. Examine, if you will, the politi­
cal principl«M of th«* teaching force at all uf the«.* 
colleges. Su fur as the Nkws is informed, nut u 
I><-inocrat isemplo.ed. Al! uf the presidents, we 
understand, an* republicans and some of them, at 
least, art* trained politicians. Now a teacher’» 
political preference ought nut to figun-, in any 
manner, w<tn hia teaching ability. He can tie just 
as efficient and c«i>ablc, no matter whether be is 

An adner- nl to I».- Republican. !>• niocratic, Prohi. 
or Socialist parties. He is supposed to teach 
heitber religion nor politics to Im pupils, farther 
t! an the Science of Government and Moral Ethics. 
Tue pupil is supposed to Ims untrammeled and un­
influenced hs to which church or to which political 
purty he affiliates with, when he n-acheslhe age uf 
legal man n>»d Our state colleges are nut ‘ i'uliti- 
cal scouols" m tots sense.

Our state colleges ar political for the r«*ason 
tlidt teachers, ua a rule, obtain employment in 
them because of the political influence they can 
exert, rather than because of their known prufici- 
cncy M t- . • ■ i I • i ■ it jtwt Ml IM for II. is 
Upinion. Toe News has hi mind several teachers 
of simply ordinary ability, ti at hold their positions 
with tne comfortable salary attached, because of 
toe political pull ti.at the) or their friends cun 
bring to liesr.

As u pioof that our state colleges are control!««!
b. \ politics, unc l>us but to watch proceedingsj 
down at Salem among our legislators. The legis­
lature. unihlluciiced, wouhl undoubtedly eliminate 
lv.o or more of the four Normal sclioo a. Bills 
have been introduced in both branches to elimi­
nate two of them and, if the bills were allow t*d to 
rest entirely u|»on their respective merits, would 
be enacted into law Ibiausc4 the two scIkmIs 
tiial are to be <ln»pped are not specifically named, 
lobbies in the interests of each scnool are there 
exerting every im^sible influence to defeat the 
measures. These lobbies will probably be able to 
defeat any eff rt to drop eit.ier of the four. The 
principle ¡«»litical manager of toese lobbies seems 
to be President Mulkey, oi the .Southern Oregon 
Normal of Ashland. Mr. Mulkey is a trained 
I'Oiitician. Having served a term in the state 
senate and having |»arlicij>aled in several Normal 
seiiuol campaigns nt the legislatures of the |>asl, 
he is especially w ell capacitated to bring about a 
combination sufficiently powerful to defeat any 
objectionable, troni the Normal viewpoint, legis- 
huon; and to secure the ai proprialions of money 
from the state treasury. li>ul the Normals desire. 
So the spectacle is pn sented to the tax |>ayero, of 
a man who is drawing a tat salary from tne state 
treasury, engaging ms every effort to prevent the 
curtailment oi an e xtras agant e» il that has insid- 
uouously been thrust upon toe people. If such 
is not I e-rmcious polit.cal activity” we would not 
ki.uw when « s< to les k tor it. It is such action, 
at the present ami ia»i sessions of the legislature, 
ti.a> »tamps the Norn.a.s ’‘toillical schools."

Il is unnt*c« ssary to recount how these Normal 
sci.ool cancel» na\e la en graft«! upon the state. 
Ue have mem. We know tnal tne way they are 
managed and tne amount of money they are coet- 
u«g, ti.at they are evil aud that they, or at least 
some uf them must he eliminated. The legisla­
ture is now attempting to use* the knife; but, 
from present indications, it will prove to be too
c. >icken hearted to apply t..e heroic treatment de­
mand«!. In tiie end, it will be up to the people to 
cutaway the Normal cancer.

There are sev« ral methods by which these insid­
ious grafting iiratitulions, ti.at |s>se under the al­
most sacred name of education, can be removed: 
Kill tiiciu outright by naming those that ar»? to 
survive; Deny th« m all any sup|M»rt from the state 
treasury ami ti.ey will stxm starve to death; Sub­
mit the question to the |Ms>ple at the next general 
election. Either o these methods will, pn»l>ahly, 
s tile the matter, so ti at future legislatures will 
be free from tue Normal lobby. If Eresideat 
Mulkey was «»mimting the Ashland college 
u|sm a tuition f*r>m tne students basis, he would 
have neitner the time, money nor inclination, to 
lobby large appropriations ti.rough the legislature.

By the adoption of the Direct Primary law, we 
t ave gotten clear of the debauching effect upon 
our state legislature, of the election of United 
States senators. Will it i»e necessary to resort to 
some similar means to remove the deiiauchery of 
t.w Normal schools?
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When the sUte 
school education to all 
fully discharged its duty in that regard, 
when it undertakes to supply free college «iuca- 
lions to tile bo>s and girls of one locality al tu> 
expense of loose of o her localities, it estaolisi.»» 
a class favoritism, ti.at lias no place in a just a <» 
free government. Also, it makes it po -siblc l«» 
build up u political machine ti.at. in the end. w 11 
debauch our entire slat«4 political systei . Imk« «.. 
we are now combatting si.cn a |>oLt <.o m.ienim 
Inal our mistaken policy of frw state coileg« s has 
made possible; to be cr> at< d. I’ii»- in.»tier w m
probably never be rigl«t<-d until the ei.tii • question 
uf free slate colleges <s submitted to t««e people 
lor adjudication.
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Whenever public officials, who nr»* «»miiow'ere«; 
by law’ to «xpand public tponcy •, exp< nd them ii 
the irater st? of any indi <l ..» ■ ! ,.nt,

¡class uf individuals, such acts an-< 01 trur> to tn« 
spirit uf the stale constitution and. in ll •• • .»
sure to leaii into trouble. Public money s..oul«. 
not be appropriated for the benefit of any particu 
iar locality or fur any particular ciiuis of |»eo| 
ln.«t would nut apply for a similar j r, • • «i 
other l«Mahty. E«»r this r«a»on our fumlmvi l.. 
law requires all public buildings < r< ct«l and mam 
tamed by the stat*4 to I»« placed at -r n ar t « 
state ca pi lol. Our constitution inuket cuu.
wisely s<-c that the placing ol a stat« in-tilt.turn .•. 
any one particular city, town, or place. 
create a jealous main in cities. t« wi. or 1 inc« 
not so favored. Hence, all 1 mat4- ii t< i> st • we«« 
mad«4 sulordii at«- i<- ti •• n t« i< t> t t!< -t.o 
Consequently, all public 11 stiti.turns, ti at s to k 
institutions CunstriM-ted with pubi c lax mum y 
Mi.uuld !“• phn < <i nt 11 «■ at "i . >' • - 11 >■ • •’■»'

Violations uf tins pnnciple. has lead to rnuc: 
dissatisfaction on the part« I ti.«- tux pu\< r> Ex­
pending money in the erection of ti e six stat4 
colleges and the Soldier'?- Horne, is a direct viola 
tiun ot this fundamental law. Ihe building ol 
the Portage railway was a violation of the spirit 
of the law. This same principle, i. e., the princi­
ple a d intent of tl.e law is i»«-mg violated by our 
county court in the building of the Cali|M»ia 
mountain wagon road.

Legislature and county courts have n « authority 
under the la* to appropriate public money tor 1« 
private or semmi-private purpose. While the di 
reel letter of the law is nut violated in build 
mg the Portage ranway by the state and th« 
building of a road for Caliicoia miners by th« 
county. the spirit, as In-tore staled, is violated 
and, b«?sides, a dang« ruus and expensive precedent 
is established.

Some forty or fifty miles Wist of Albany is lo­
cated the beautiful Alsea valley. Rich and pro 
ductive, tn«4 residents over there n«-« d nothing to 
become rich and prosperous, save a means to get 
ti“«!? pr’xj'JC?« ,n murk..« nt r<-UM>nabl«4 <*osL i'liev 
could ask the state to furntsu ti.is means, w ith 
just as much propriety, as could the Eastern Or« 
gon people ask for the 1 ullage railroad, or the 

■ Calipooia miners for a wagon road, at public ex­
pense. Simply because it is g«x«d politics from a 
party or individual vu w istinl, to du this or that 
tiling, does not mak«* tne doing ot it.«- same right 
nor in keeping w ith tne spirit ol tn»? law.

The only safe ami legal rule for legislature or 
county court is never to dev late from toe k-ttei 
and spirit of tne law. Had such been the controll­
ing rule of |«ast legislator« s we would not now 
have to wage war u)s>n tne appropriations of 
public money to maintain state colleges, etc.

W hat is past is beyond recall. Our only safe 
plan as a state or county is to get l»ack into the 
old well-beaten track lalteled " Constitution an«« 
la«w" and nut stray from it again. When th« 
public officer mak«s oath tnat he will obey tin 
letter and »pint of the law, he snuuld remembei 
h.s official oatn in each and every public action. 
He will find ti.at he will loose no friends by so 
doing, on the contrary he w ill gain friends by tht 
thousand it he adheres strictly to tue la» <«--> hi» 
rule of action.

I ...

■

Our Santiam Eair is now up hi the people. With 
the start given of two-thirds of the amount of 
money required, it ought to l»e comparatively vas> 
to obtain the rest. With the money provided tht 
rest is a mat ter of detail, de|>ending upon how 
well the various nmimittees do the work required 
of them. A unison of effort is all that is require«' 
to make our efforts successful and of great benefit 
to our stLck raisers, dairymen and the farm« r 
generally.

fact of the matter is. the state made a 
mistake when ii undertook to establish a 
of fnt* college«. Unless a free colli'ge 

be tblablishid in every locality every I

The present legislature, as a rule, was elected 
upon pledges ot retrenchment and reform. I' 
bids fair to go down in historv as the most ex­
pensive one since the state was organized. Th« 
members will have a g’xxl time explaining when 
they get hxne.
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