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THE GREAT COMMONER.

Mr. Bryan has been in Oregon during the past
W K “ AL other privals ,\f:.o'r.-':l.'. citizen ('Ul.i:d

attract the attentlon that has been given to the!
Commoner As a matter of course his Oregon
friends greeted him entausiastically; for they

k wow that he represent principlies that they f--r‘.

e itly desire should become the active principles of
oir Natiwonal Government Even his political
enemies, including the Oregonian gave him a
respectiul hearing: and not a single w wrd of rndi-

cul ! vouchsalted to him Whereas, ten years

Ago, these same political enemies would speak of

Mr. Bryan is, undoubtedly, the leading statos
man of America to-day We say "u';nll!lg” ad
v.asedly, Ten vears ago he was s far seeing that
he then advocated the doctrines and theories, of
gov:rnment that the Hepublsar party 18 being
f wreedd by the peopie Lo ud M1 f-v--i.l_'- Who .'ii'.(l.:l
sy, then, that Mr. Bryan 18 not the leader of
pilitical thought in the Nation at the present
time? Just as rapidly as the dominant political
party 18 driven by the people o acquiesce, are Mr.
B 'van's theories of government being adopted,

Tnere 15 Just this diffsrence between Mr. Hryan

anil the leaders of the Republican party. Mr.
Bryan leads the people, while the people lead the
leaders of the Republican party. lhe pohitical
history of our country during the past decade,
justifies this assertion beyond tne possibility of
successful -contradiclion And the people are,

ripidly, finding out who 18 the safe leader to pilot
tae Nation through the dangerous shoals that the
trusts and corporate greed have brought the ship
of state into. Just as 'long as the Republican
party 18 controlled and directed by men of the
president Roosevelt type, will it be trusted, But
let men of the caliber of Foraker or Fairbanks
srcure the ascendancy, and defeat is assured.

Mr. Bryan is popular because he represents
what the people think they want, He represents
theories that would make all men subservient
the law; inel ‘:..T o trusts, combines, corporations,
rulroads ete. He believes that the Federal con-
stitution —our fundamental law — should be obey-
el by the President, Congress and Supreme Court
as well as the people,  He does not think it should
be set aside to accommodate the desires of any
man it party He believes that all men, rich or
poor, should be equal before the law and that
tnere should be no favoritism of persons., For his
kiwwn position on these subjocts and his ever
s.anding firmly for the interests of the common
prople, at all times, he is justly entitled to be call-
el ""The Commoner™ and is loved and honored by
the people irrespective of politics,

RELATIVE TO LAND FRAUD MATTERS.

It is said that straws indicate from whence the
wind 18 blowiny If s0 Oregon land frand prose.
cutions are probably at an end. Mr. Heney's re-
tirement from the prosecution of the Oregon cases
may have been at has own instance: for he seems
to nave taken a pretty good sized contract in the
prosecution of the Reuf gang down at San Fran-
cisco and Mr. Bristol's appointment as United
Stites distriet attorney seems to be a sort of con-
tinued story in the U, 5. senate Messrs ”I'IN'_\
ad Bristol, judging from the vigor and success
with which they, heretofore, have conducted land
feaud investigations are a little too zealous in their
endeavors to punish eriminals to suit Senator
Filton and the old Mitehell erowd. This crowd
evidently wants a government prosecutor who will
wiaitewash the land thieves and men who have
prrjured themselves in the interest of land
tueves. For this reason Senator Fulton upposes
confirmation of the appointiment of Mr. Bristol.

President Roosevelt is in earnest in the prosecu-
tion of men defrauding the government; no mat-
ter whether they are members of the Mitchell-
Faiton combine or not, and, consequentiy, desires
Mr. Bristol to be confirmed,

Just what will be the final outecome of the matter
is problematical. Tne president seems to want to
p mnish the land grabbers and evil doers here in
Oregon and elsewhere. Senator Fulton seems in-
clined to want to protect his political friends, here
in Orcgn, who have been and are likely to be
cwght in the government drag net.  President
Rwsevelt wants prosecutions carried on with the
view of convicting and punishing the guilty.
Senator Fulton wants the prosecutions conducted
in a manrer thnl will result in a whitewash of his
political friends. President Roosevelt is of the
new school of politics that has for its motto "‘in
tgrity, honesty and capability’ on the part of
publie officials. Senator F.lton is of the oid school
that winks at the political » rong doers,

Senatr Fulton, through senatorial courtesy,
wil', prvvably, be able to prevent the confirmation

of Mr. Bristol. But his opposition to Mr. Bristol
will cause any man whom the Senator recommends,
to be looked upon with suspicion,

The future will demonstrate whether this opinion
of Senator Fulton is well founded. If the new
District Attorney whom he favors, takes up the land
fraud prosecutions with vigor and with a view of
punishing the guilty, whether friend or foe, the
NeEws will gladly acknowledge its estimate of Mr.
Fulton is wrong. But if the prosecutions are half

Im:urt.o:d. if the representative of the government,

purposely, makes out a weak case for Brownell et
al then we shall conclude that Senator Fultor has
np;-n-u-ti Mr. Bristol for the purpose ol screening
his political friends.

The NEws does not think our County Court is
dishonest, nor that is guilty of grafung. Ex
travagance and carelessness in spendiug toe
people’s money 18, probably, the only charge that
could in any way be sustained. Nor i1s 1t at all
certain that even the charge of extravagence can
be successfully maintained against the court. Bu
in the opinon of many taxpayers, the court is
unwise in a number of its acts, Probably a major
ity of the people of the county think the expend
ing of public money to the extent of $20,000 in
buillding the Calipoola wagon road an unwise act
for, at most, this expensive road will benefit  but
comparatively a few people. In appropriating
money for road building elsewhere 1n the count)
the court redulres an equal amount voluntairiy
contributed by residents of the district in which
the road is constructed. If it I8 true, as we ha
heard a number of people say, Lhatl Judge Stewart
and Commissicner Butler promised to build tie
Calipooia road prior o their election, they, being a
majority of the court are blamable for the ex
pense. The NEWS believes there is good ground
for the charge of extravagance, because of i
great increase In county expenditures. Nor can
this great increase be satisfactorily accounted for
until the court renders the promised itemized re-
port. The people have a right to know about how
and for what purpose their money 8 expended
I'hey would willingly justify the expense of pub
lishing an itemized statement., S0 let us have It
Judge.

The locks at Oregon City of course should be
free. It is the policy of the General government
to take charge of and controll all water ways and
should have builded these locks in the first i
stance. Because of this impediment to naviga-
tion ever ton of freight that goes into or out from
Portland from or to points South, pavs 50 cents
per ton extra bver what would have to be paid if
the river wasopen. While it is true that these
locks could be made free more quickly by the
state government taking hold of the matter, the
NEWS doubts the propriety of doing so. By the
state buying the locks or building new ones on the
opposite side of the river, the River and Harbors
committee in congress will probably conclude that
we are able to help ourseives and that no Fedaral
gid was needed. The NEws thinks that a strong
pressure should be brought to bear on Congress to
take up this matter rather than for the state to
shoulder the expense,

The Oregon legislature has a knotty question on
its hands to solve. It knows that the people de-
mand at its hands a reduction in the number of
higher educational institutions. Just how te do
this is the problem. To oppose the demand, in
n-p‘"uﬂar‘ that of the Normg ala manne the R
tion of the members from the Normal school local-
ities to any [alr'u glar measure t'.".:ur!;».'--rs---:' by the
member who opposes the Normal school graft
Matters down there are shaping as they have been
for the past three or four sessions, .-\ ¢ ymbine of
the members of Jackson, Douglas, Polk and Uma-
tilla counties with, perhaps, Lane and Benton
atded, will be effected to, practically, hold up all
legislative progress, unless their particular school
bills are taken care of. To these gentlemen, who
can only see the interests of their localities, we
sav: Beware of the Referendum.

Some of our citizens are a little leary with refer-
ence to the Santiam Fair project. They fear that
too expensive preparation will be undertaken.
We think they are unnecessarily alarmed. So far
as we have heard there is no disposition to under-
take any expensive work in the preparation and to
erect nothing but the cheapest of buildings., At
all event the entire matter will be vested in a
board of directors to be selected by the share hold-
ers. As they will be personally responsible for
any indebtedness, none will be incurred.

Taxes are increasing so rapidly because of the
extravagant eqpenditures of county and state
governments, that immigrants will soon stop set-
tling in the state for this reason. Money expend-
ed in advertising our splendid eclimate and re-
sources is simply wasted if we allow taxation to
become so burdensome. We devise new means of
ra‘sing revenue; but our expenditures increase so
rapidly that the individual tax paver's burden is
continually increased, nevertheless,

E—————

When an arm or leg becomes so badly diseased
that it becomes a source of danger and injury to
the body, the surgeon’s knife removes the diseas-
ed member. The Normal schools are a diseased
member of the state bodyg politic. Wili Ur. Legis-
lature use the knife in this case.
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