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the purpose of Normal Schools is solely for equip- 
ping teachers for work in the public school*, noth­
ing but theory and practice of teaching should be 
taught General education can be acquired in the 
public school*, the State University. or the Oregon 
Agricultural College. A better plan would be to 
attach a Normal dc|«artment to each of theae last- 
named college*.

The Legislature should remember that the Ref­
erendum power is yet with tne people. If the ap­
propriations are too excessive the Referendum will 
be again invoked and next time there will be no 
misunderstanding, as evidently was the case here­
tofore.

HIE NORM AIS TO ¡HI ERONT AGA IS

A* predicted *>mr w.-vk* ago by the News, the 
State trvit.sury w ill Ire n» < iultcd right and left at 
the coming legislative *<•■ ion. Many appro,inn 
lion* that will Ire aaked for or demanded are now 
taking (shape. The Normal School* have made u| 
their rv.i|>vctivv* budget*. That of Monmouth ha.- 
I>eeri made public while Drain. Awhland. and We* 
ton arc yet to hear from. If the demand*of Mon­
mouth are a criterion by which to judg«1 the other*, 
the State treaaury, if th. se demand* Im- grantod, 
will Im? depleted from a quarter to a half-million 
dollar*.

Monmouth, through her president, will ask the 
State for the modext aum of $115,000 for the com­
ing two year*; $06,000 for a new building, and the 
remainder for running expense«. Of course the 
faculty of tin* Monmouth high »chool will ask for 
a raise in salary.

Oregon made a sad blunder, last June, w hen she 
refused to veto the big blanket appropriation* bill 
of last aeMion. A* we stated noon after the result 
of the election, these Normal* interpret«*! the vote 
a* an endowment by the |M«>ple of the Normal* 
an |M-rmanent State institution*, the wime a* the 
Oregon Agricultural College, the State University, 
or any of the other recognized State institutions 
In evidence of that fact, they will make tip their 
several budgets of estimated ex|>en*es for the next 
two years and demand that the appropriations be 
made, rather than to usk for them ns a favor.

Indications point out that mernliera from the 
Normal counties will attempt to form a combine, 
as in times past, ami possibly persuade rnemlvers 
from lame and Benton Counties to unite in the 
combine, in order to secure such appropriations as 
they desire.

Every Normal School has secured recognition 
from the State, so far. by trades and combinations 
The members from the Normal counties, aided by 
those from lauie and Benton, Bucc«*ed«*d in the put 
in forming such a close combine that they were 
able to hold up legislative work at will. Unless a 
memlier who had a meritorious bill before the leg­
islature. would make a treaty with the College 
combine and support the combine’s appropriation* 
for their schools, he did not have a ghost of a show 
to get hi* bill enacted into law. The indications 
are that the same tactics will lie resorted to next 
month.

Education is a theme that is viewed with favor 
by all lawmaker*. Because of this favorable dis- 
(xmition these so-called Normals have secured their 
insiduous holt! u|*m the State. At first they sim­
ply asked that the diploma* issued by the Normals 
be recognised as authority for th«* holder to teach 
in the publf schiMils. Then small appropriations 
to supjsirt the school* w ere ask«*! for and granted 
Emboldened by th«* small aid and recognition given 
the Normal lobby is on hand at every session, ask­
ing f >r larger and larger appropriationa.

The large appropriations made for th«* Normals 
at the last session of the legislator«* was the di­
rect caus«* of the |«opk* invoking the Referendum. 
The people then resented and will continue to re­
sent the idea of the entire State being tax«*! to 
build, equip and maintain high schools for Mon­
mouth, Drain, Ashland, and Weston.

Oregon desires to have her population increase 
and her manufacturing possibilities developed. By 
levying an excessively high Slate tax, |s>pulation 
a id development an* retarded. The Normals an* 
one of the leading cause«, perhaps th«* leading cause 
of th«* high State tax levy. By the legislative 
tra ies the Normal legislator* make under th«* guise 
of popular education, numerous other grafts art* 
allow«*«! to Im* enact«*! into law. So. if th«* Nor­
mals can be combined or n*luc«*i somewhat, so 
that they will Im* in keeping with the |><>pulationof 
the Slate, one of the leading soun.es of legislaliv« 
extravagance will be n*nu*v«*!.

If Governor Chamberlain will take a leaf from 
Governor Folk's, of Missouri, diary and not allow 
lobbyists to tarry almut the State House, except 
when they have plainly stat«*! their business, and 
then to remain not abov«* 24 hour*, much of the 
grafts that an* lobbi«*! through at each ae««ion 
would be prevented.

Oregon, probably, shoul«! have one g«*xl Normal 
School, which should be liberally sup|*>rted. As I

Without doubt next year we will see some rail­
road wors in tins immediate vicinity. Tne South­
ern Pacific will change the line somewhat in order 
to get a good crossing of the .South Santiam. A 
site for a bridge, the News learns, has been se­
lected a short distance below the Lebanon wagon 
bridge. Just where the new line w II deflect from 
the present right-of-way is probably not known to 
anybody except the constructing engineer. The 
most natural, and probably least expensive in the 
end, route for a railway line is through Scio, via 
Richardson's Gap, then onto Letanon. This would 
be the most direct route, and the heavy grade into 
and out of Urabtrev would be avoided. This line 
would also bring the road several miles nearer the 
Crabtree timber belt In addition to the S. I’, 
change, we understand that the C. A E. will build 
a logging n>ad from some point on the main line 
near Munkers up into the Crabtree timber belt, 
where Mr. Hammond has large holding*. Still 
another possible railway through Scio will be the 
electric line now located from Salem to Stayton. 
It is reasonable to suppose that, in time, electric 
lines will lie established wherever they will jiay, 
and a line through Scio on to Ix'latnon. with a 
branch leading to the Sodas in the mountains, cer­
tainly ought to furnish sufficient inducements for 
the building of the line.
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President Roosevelt. in his message to Congress 
al its assembling, advocated two measures that 
will prove to be very unpopular with th« gvnend 

mg a ship subsidy by Congress The people, aside 
from a very few who are directly interested, are 
opposed to it The President, through his great 
influence over Congress, may succeed in hating 
toe bill passed. Two years fn m now the people 
wdl lie heard from again and we opine that the 
pirty that goes before the people withan ignomin- 
i ius ship subsidy graft to its credit, will go down 
to defeat. The President's |«»ition relative to the 
San Francisco Japanese matter is destined to be­
come the most un|K>pular. The people will not 
tolerate interference by the general Government 
in matter* that an* clearly within the province of 
a State to manage. President Roosevelt is. de­
servedly, a mo-t popular president Yet his popu- 
I irity is not sufficient for him to crowd upon the 
people these two most unfiopular measures. He. 
if he presses these measures upon the people, will 
h»ve no »rouble in avoiding a third term. He will 
not. even, be mentioned for the place. President 
Roosevelt in many respects is an ideal chief execu­
tive and. therefore, is a gr.-at man. but the people 
are greater than he. and they are supreme.

Senator Fulton may n<»t be endeavoring to pro­
tect Oregon land thieves and their ilk, but his 
official action as U. S. Senator looks suspicioua 
He endorsed Hall for I’. S. District Attorney with 
the understanding that he (Hall) would not prose- 
cute Brownell and pn>tuibly others for |>articu»ating 
in the land frauds on the wring side. When Bns- 
tol's name was submitted to the Senate for con­
firmation as District Attorney, Senator Fulton has 
ever endeavored to prevent the Senate from fa­
vorable action. Mr. Bristol has shown that he 
would prosecute vigorously every man. whether of 
high or low degree, w ho was guilty of fraud in any 
way in public land matters. If Senator Fulton de­
sire« to have the guilty punished and to keep his 
name free from taint, he had better use his influ­
ence to have Bristol confirmed.

People are coming to look upon the Oregon leg­
islature with a feeling of dread. They an- won­
dering just for how much the State will be held up 
at the coming session. The people are perfectly 
willing to be taxed for what is necessary to con­
duct the State government ujion a reasonably lib­
eral Iwsis. They pay the taxes to support our 
public school system with absolute willingness. 
But they do object most emphatically to have tax 
moneys appropriated to these side issue* that are 
and can l»e beneficial to only a portion of the State. 
Normal schools, portage railways, and many other 
projects that a few loud-mouthed individuals want 
State moneys ex|>ended for are getting to be bur­
densome.

Probably no verdict of a jury in case of murder 
has ever been more generally endorses! by the 
|H«ople than was the verdict that cleans! young 
.Murray in Portland last week. Everybody recog- 
nixes the rightfulness of a father or a brother to 
protect the honor of a daughter or a sister. It 
would be impossible to find an American jury that 
would convict a man of murder under like circum­
stances. This young man appealed to officers of 
the law first. Failing, he execute*! summary ju»- 
ticc himself. Who doe* not justify him?
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