i

————

!

Che Santiam Jews

Politically Independent.

Entered at the postoffice at =cio, Oregon, as second

maull matter.

ADVERTISING RATES

DEATH HAS SOLVED THE PROBLEM.

John H. Mitchell is no more, This wa
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gradually

Senator had been

affection for several year

undermined hi

he had four teeth @ tracted F.xcessive loss of
blood I‘l'.‘\'i|["ll. and in his enfeehli il condition, hi:
gystem would not recover from the great hemor
ri:um-. His death occurred at he Good Samaritan

h‘l-‘*llil:il a short time before noon.

In the death of our senior senator, Oregon has
lost her leading statesman He has been the lead
ing, central figure in Oregon politics for more than
a quarter of a century. He was serving his fourth

term as l.l.lll d olates senator, wihileh would expir
March 4, 1907,

Senator Mitchell’s pol
up to the past year, has
Oregon is chiefly indebted
within her I}lll'l[!'l'h' undertaken |}. the
ernment. To him citizens of Oregon were
indebted for favors done at Washington than to
sof Congress. His genial,

itical and senatorial service
brilliant I'o hin
forall the impro

federal gov-

heen

vements
moire

any other of our members
accommodating nature was
when any
quired by a citizen of Oregon, regardless as
his political sentiments, or
might be. Indeed, the
dating nature probably
senator stood higher in the estimation of the
ple, nor was more fondly loved.by his constituents,
than was Senator Mitchell.

In an evil hour he was induced by one 5. A, D,
matters before the De-

Ly H--.[.-n!,'l[

ever ready

gervice at the nation’s capital was re-
to what
wsition 11 -'.1|l:'it‘1_\'.
senator s genial, decommo-
led to his undoing. No

peo-

Puter to prosecute some
partment of the Interior,
doing so. The result was
treme, Disgraced and dishonored for this one mis-
take; dragged down from being Omwegon’smost dis-
tinguished and honored senator, © that of a con-
victed felon, was a most fearful penalty
very sensitive disposition to pay

When he was convicted by a jury
uents last spring, many of his old friends predicted
that he would not survive the disgrace a twelve-
month. How true the prediction!

A few days before his death, Mitchell
resigned his committee should
his appeal to the United States supreme court have
failed to be sustained, he would probably have re
signed his seat in the senate.

Disgraced and dishonored, the aged senator prob-
ably welcomed the pale messerger. His sphere of
usefulness had closed abruptly. Who could blame
him if he laid down a burden that his
nature was incapable of sustaining, willingly.

As we view it, Death has solved what was com-
ing to be a difficult problem. If he had vesigned
his senatorial position, it would have been equiva-
lent to a confession of guilt. Nor could the senate
take any official action until the matter had been
finally settled by the In the meantime,
Oregon’s interests would probably suifer from in-
adequate representation in the senate. Death,
under the circumstances, was doubtless weleomed
by Senator Mitchell, by the United States senate,
and by the state of Oregon.

With the passing of our senior senator,
remember his long vears of brilliant, useful serv-
ice to the state, rather than the one mistake that
made the last few months of his life sorrowful,
Let us remember his many useful vears to the
people of Oregon, and cover the one last
his disgrace and life with the mantle of charity.
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Quite a large number of Oregon's politicians
would willingly step into the senatorial shoes made
vhcant by the death of Senator Mitchell. Let us
hope that Governor Chamberlain's selection will be
# man for whom the shoes will not be several num-
bers to large, Among the number of names most
favorably mentioned is that of Hon. James K.
Weatherford, of this county. Mr. Weatherford's
ability and known high character for honor and
integrity makes him Jan ideal candidate for the
position. He would not be prejudiced against any
portion of the state and would give his best ener-
ges to the advancement of all and every portion.
His location is ideal. Being a resident of the first
congressional district, his appointment would place
&' senator in each district, making the representa-
tion in Congress equal from each. It would be
manifestly unjust to name a Portland man, as the
second district has always had both senators. as
well as a congressman. Fair play would give the
appointment to the first district, and there is no
better man for the place than J. K. Weatherford
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