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western debtors do not do so they
are certainly very foolish. The
creditor elasses and office holders
know that to increase the volame of
redemption money, will practically
reduce their salaries and incomes,
therefore they opposze any law that
would enlarge the volume of basie
money. The apparent willingness
of congress to pass the pending bond

bill, (especially the house) and Lhas

THE PURCHASE POWER OF ONE

DOLLAR.

No man ever yet was made who
could o business and succeed, on a
deereusing volume of mouey. Ilacd
times are the inevitable results of
contraction. John Sherman tells us
that to increase the purchasing pow-
er of the dollar, is to benefit the la-
boring man, and immediately you
hear it said, without ever stopping
to think, “we wanta dollar that isa
dollar.” Now if the laborer would

« only remember that his day’s labor
is just as much an article of com-
imerce as a bale of goods, he would
immediately see that to increase
the purchase power of the dollar,
means for him to give- more labor
to obtain this, enhanced in value'
dollar, Also, if the supply of work
continued to be as plentiful under
the one conditlon as the other, the
relative value of a days labor, and
the amount of life’s commodities or
necessities that it could be ex-
changed for, would probably remain
about the same under either con,_
dition, DButasa matter of fact as
the dollar becomes scarcer and more
vaiaable, work becomes scarcer and
laborers more plentifal; and labor
always feels the force of declining
prices firat, and the most severely.

At the close of the eivil war and
for a faw years thereafter, a day of
common labor was worth $2; a good
Bteer $75; a horse $150; a bushel of
Wheat $2and other things in pro-

portion, Balariea of officials, while

fime not out of proportion

tvith piices for similar positions in eapncity of consumilog dho parodact

Private life, were High enodgh that|of from 1200 to 1500 cows daily.

there was no lack of material with
which to fill the officesi Taxes,
hevertheless an expensive war had
just closed, were not burdensome
for the farmer conld sell a steer, a
horse or & few bushels of wheat and
pay them. If you desired to borrow
$1000, it was easily obtained at ten
per cent. Twenty to twenty-five
years later, after our miopey circu-
lation had been reduced oyer one-
half, by the desiraction of cuirency
and the demonelisntion of silver,
what a change; and of what terrible
consequences to the laboring rman,
Compare the prices of that day with
this; and see on ¢hom the effect has
fallen wilh the most blighting effect.
To obtain a dellar now, the laborer
must give from three to four times
#35 mrtieli toil and the farfmer must
sell from three to four times as
much wheat, While itis true that
éverything the farmer and Iaboring
man has to buy hns fallén in price
also, it is a fact that it takes about
Houbte the labor today to buy a suit
6f clothes that it did twenty yéars
ago, If one steer would pay the
* tarmers taxes then, it now takes
three steers to pay his febt to the
State; yef his farm is not worth as
faany doflars now as then. If he
Hesires to  borrow $1000, (a thing

how mnearly impossible to do;j hel

bays ten per cenl interest for it
just as he did at the cloze of the war.

Mhe safafy 6f the the office holder
{sas hlgfr #nd in many cases higher
{han it was then; and, as a matter
bf coursa, “the number of the offices
are entirely Inadequate fo the wants
bf the péople.” .

Tt is very evidént that the people;
Whenever théy éan arrfve at the
dause of these changed conditlong;
will remedy né evil tn a short
{ime, bit ad yet thers is a d{fference
In opinion a¢ to what is the cause,
All agree thaf there is fot enchgh
fnoney in circilatfon; and wosl of
fhe western people believe that the
Steixing down of silvef by the mint
fet of 1878, and the codifying of the
faws in 1874, are the ¢gnses.

‘The simple fact that n&asly afl of
the eastert people, (people who
have money foaned to the west; i) all
6f the office Holdéis and those Who
deceived statéd ificomes, large an
huities, etc,, are &pposed to °Hve
fegmlatinn, it seems to us should be
proof enongh o the westein furmes
And laboret, that the free cofriage of
fiftver is his only salvation. The

increase our interest obligations, is
certainly sufficient evidence that
we can expect no relief at the hands |
of the republican party; and the

conduet of the administration is
| praoef positive that the deiocracy

will give ns less. Then what oaght
the intelligent voter do? The re
publican hand slapping yon on one
cheek the democratic on the other.
Will you continue to kiss the hands
that smite you? This you will sure-
ly do if you vote the gold-standard,
which you will be compelied to do
if you vofe for either of the old par-
ty nominees. 1Is it not about time
that we cuf loose from party preju-
dice and vote for ourown individual
interests? This is what the gold-
standard east has been doing for
years, while the fool west suffers
itself to be controlled by party prej-
udice and votes to make hard times
harder.

Would a well conducted ereamery
and cheese [actory be beneficial to.
our community? Would our farm-
ers be benefitted by getting 20 to
25 cents per pound for their butter
the year round, yet not be troubled
with the care and worty of making
it? Would it be advantageous to
our merchants and business men in
general, to have from $1000 to $1500
disbursed every month in our city
for milk? There is ptrobably no
better loedtion in the central Will-
amette valley for the location of a
creamery than Scio. We now have

the opportunity of having a first-
class creamery and cheése factory in

tion as may be seen below, aid a
meeting of the state executive com-
mittee is called by a majority of the
committee to convene in Salem to
consider the question. The cou-
sensus of opinion of all the popu-

that Febroary 22 is at least one
montnh foo early for the conyention,
We sincerely hope that the division
of opinion in ouor sftale execulive
| committee may be harmonized, und

the best interests of fhe parly ONLY |
Tho oall 1

e considered

follows:

By it

SALEM, OR,, Jan. 30, 296
Whereas, the undersigned, a ma-
Jorily of the State Executive Com-
mitte of the People’s Party of Ore-
g:n, entertain grave doabts as to the
legality of the call issued by Chair-
man Spaugh of said committes for
the State Convention of said party
to be held at Salem, Oregon, on
February 22, 1896: We hereby
give notice to the members of said
Executive Committee that a meet-
ing of same is hereby enlled to be
held at the Willamette Hotel, Sa-
lem Oregon, at one o'clock p. m,
Tuesday, the 4th day of Febraary,
1896, for the purpnse of fixing a date
for the Btate Convention of the
People’s Party, proportioning repre
sentation thereto, and the transac
tion of such other business as may
properly come before said commit-
tee.

A. P. NELsoN,
W. D. HARE,

1. H. McMAHON )
jLCnm

The past week nas heen an event-
ful one in Albany, one that will
long be a mile mark in the history
of Linn eounty., The first hanging
for nineteen years and four days,
and the Democrat hopes it will be

days; but should occasion occur let

seventy-three davs. In the eyent
there is ground work for a domn

our city, if we will but make a
small efforf—one that will have the

Farmers and business men, take
your pencils and do a little figuring.
If each of the cows can farnish but
milk sufficient to make one-fourth
ot a pound of butter daily and that
butter will sell for the average price
of 20 cents per pound the year
through, it wounld leaye 360 in our
community daily, or #1800 every
moenth., Don't you think that this
wotld materially help you to solve
the hard times problem? Mer-
chants, don’t you think that 40 or 50
teams coming to town daily would
give you better trade than yon now
have? It's an old and very firue
saying that “God helps those that
help themselves,” and the way is
now open for us to help ourselves.
Let us do it. Let us raise the small
subsidy or bonus required, in a jiffy,
and have the creamery In operation
by the first of April. By a anited
effort the work can be dove easily.

The Eugene Broad-Axe, which
by the way, is one of our mwost val-
ned exchanges; seems in # fair way
to carry its point of “‘fusion’ be-
tween the people’s and democratic
parties in Lané county. From the
fight that is being tiade, it locks as
though the P.P. in that county will
be divided. Whether fusion is ad-
visable or not, remuains to be seen.
We think that our party can only,
with safety, abandon someé of the
objectionable planks in the plat-
form; 86 that conservative demo-
erafs and republicans ean join our
ranks, because their principles
would then be embodyed in our
platform. Open fasion might do if
there were no moré elections after
this year; bot for future campaigns
the party would be in a demoral:
ized condition to meet. The prog-
ény of mongrels is not long-lived,
and Wé very miich fear that thé fu-
ture of a stéafgh{ bat fusion party
would be similar,
S S t———

When a man is unable to answer
the arguments of an opponent it is
a4 véry easy Lthing to turn around
and call hima “¢lown and a black’
guurd.” And besides, this isa safe
exercise al a distance of three
thooisatid fmilea. Bul there is not
a matt in the United Staies senate
who would repeat soch languags in
Titman’s bresence for all the wealth

of thé Indies.—Sulem Post.
R A L TR AR

A eréamery would be worth miore
to the bastness interests of Scio,
than any other enterprice ¢ver con-

emphatically
and all practices and habits that lead | publicans in congress to-day

dissertalions that come flying into

ong’s mind. The Democrat s yvers
opposed o muraer

to murder, and when they occur it
and the murder whete the evidence
is so plain as to leave no doubt in
one's mind of his guilt. The press
must be emphatic on this point,
and not display any of the senti-
mentality that induced many wo-
men to beg Governor Lord to E&pare
the life of young Montgomery. In
the first piace it is justiee, in the
next place the public welfare de-
mands it. There are indications
that thie recent execution will have
a beneficinl effect on the publie,—
Albany Democrat.
Ll i

The free siiver substitute for the
bond bill was passed by the senate,
last Baturday, by a majority of 7.
The total vote of 42 in the afirma-
tive was divided as follows: Re-
publiedn 15, democratic 21; populist
6, Negative, republican 22; demo-
eratic 18. Senator Mitchell voted
for the bill and Senator MeBride
against it. This will probably be
the end of silver legislation for,this
session of congress, also the end of
bond legistation o far as auathoriz-
ing the sale of bbonids. It isto be
hoped that a bill will be enacted
prohibiting the president from sell-
ing bonds, in time of peace, to pay
the running expenses of the govern
ment with,

s

No man need apoligize ior being |

‘| kind in the Republican patty in

Oregon, The hosse§ and bankers
whe are riding the goldbug hobby
can’t dictate to men what they shall
believe on that question.—Salem
Journal,

That is true Brother Hofer, bat
these sare bosses and banker gold-
bugs, will dictdte who every repuh-
liean will vote for next fall—provid-
ing, of course, that he votes for the
republican nominee—be he free sil-
yver, binetallist or a goldbug., Come
ot froni ameng the gang of corrajp-
tionists, brother, and you will feel
just as comfortable as you did [ast
winter, every time you voted
against  Dolph. All  reformers
should get together if they wanid
become = ('1'ushing force.

to buiid one,
&1 o angd too, without making ary |
noise a hnut it.
Salem who
creamery for months,
nong, hight glean a lesson from us.

Hedbarry money lenders; and those of

templated by our eitizons:

crenmery  go.

lists that we have talked with, ix |

the last for nineteen years and four |4l the world.

a silver man or a bimetallist of any |y

The way to get a creamery iwjna( standing wilh Cl€¥enng
That is the way Se 10 rHEY.

The eclackers Gf goldocracy are

state convention, promulgated hy wool, lumber, M.S lesd, und the
Chairman Spaungh, is called in ques- | like for the fas

[ tion of more =jbrthai<m
manufacturers HEB [nst,
Yes, much e Tl

for the
Muore,
tarilf’ on

boen .-aul"t!('it'-ﬂ S pEnsate  for
the inerensed -Iﬂ‘l.‘lfﬂnu the it
factured arviclé. Fh
in wool zrowing
arestl in the s
tries. Dulies:
to the prive
in the onun
Fmports uame
nminting || i
sitver price ELHLA
estimated  acerd; bty the gold
price and congquently « dury of 12
per cent ad vilorem on wonl (5 pre
tically only 6" per cent in tnis coam-
try. The highest tariff that the
New England stutes wounld allow
unon wool would henefit vers Hintle,
Wool has heengoing down for the
last twenty years and must con-
tinue to go dovin ae long as the sil-
ver standard cdintries have 100 per
cent in the diference of exchange
advantage of the United States.
Wool is prodaced in the silver
standard countries with silver mon-
ey, which is just us good money in
those conntriesas it ever was a~d
will buy just asmuch of everything,
Wool worth 20 cents a pound in sil
ver standard countries, eun be sold
in this countryfor 10 cents a pound
without loss. No tariff that cun be
ohtained on wool will have any na-
terial effect until the difference of
exchange is wiped out by the re-
monetization of silver. But 1t is
very nataral for Eastern republi-
ears to want to muake the tarift the
issue, so as (o bury all other
issues, and prolect a few manufac-
turers and enable Hastern creditors
to reap some of the haryests that
creditor lingland is gathering from
The policy of New
England is high protection on the

t'rinl]wTiIlll'.-:
Tl wsining
_&umlml COVTI=
1 el secording
rledd artivles

Yy iR

the next hanging be within a like articles manufactured there in or-
big price and the |

o frd, in”order that they
mn_} gt Twn rm' m:e f-ur‘ the money
'I i;{.‘ p;l'l]t " l"ar (I |%:“QL w '; r-.-|:}'||:1i. "1‘1_‘

is to

bury the silverguestion with a fight

will be found opposing the erline|over the tariff. They know no tar-

iff bill can becomsa law. buat if they
can agitate the tariff and divert the
attention of the country from the
robbery of the gold ring, they will
accomplish their purpose as they
have during the last twenty years,
The sham battle that the two old
parties have waged over the tarifl
has created a fog, in which they
have wobscured the vision of the
Ameriean people from the bold
highway robberies of the Shermans
and the Clevelunds and their emis
saries in Wall and Lombard streets,
who prey apen the vitals of human-
ity.—Silver Knight.

BEWARE OF WOLVES IN SHEEP'S
GLOTHING.

Watch Congress snd heat  the
dress parade army of free silver
oraters denovuneagold bugs and de-
mund the frée ang pulimited coin-
age of silver, Did you ever see a
mare earnest al‘ld derermined band
of patriuts? Butdoen’t go fon close
to thém, forif yon do you will sec
them U{)m:uhiuﬂng th devise wuays
and means to have sdme other issue
in the next election which will bury
the silver question, You would e
i could hewr the elo-

members of con-
s in favor of the
1 then rnlltm the

esn I
tion, to the lmilf_ mu‘l epis !hem
deposit o vote for ¢ fil President
to seal the dodm CLsilver. Do you
kriow that Reed & €o. nave been
playing the anti=iver game ver,
adioitly at this aession of congiess?
They have p: ssed twa bills throtigh
the Hounse—one €ed a bond nill,
which hooady WIS W wants to
fob the gov sernmenty hnr[ there eun
be no guestion aboil Mr. Keed's do
sire that Mr Cleveling shull sue-

ceed in protecting the BuvErtinent,
after the annee ITRREY the fawk
protectis  the chiekaj, Pl tond
bilt is a jewel in the Sep, ate, It oens
ables the so catled Sy o en, who
talle for silver anill e fir gold; 1o
make 4 magnifiCeNt Fepand o the
npxt election; without nlwmlmg the
Rothschilids ar. "ﬂmngmg their
Do (frene

Thi ]p!;uhhl?l“" r" the st 1y 1o

OwF friends down in | make the tepalBOBs of (. W
have heesi howling  think thaf aftel M¥ing vored for
yel Have!silver on this dress T

it

daty aull bhe dOUEisEd 1 1y

It takes Action, not talk, 1o make they tan help PSRN roperet s
anything of the description of a'to bring the il 0 the fraat.
| pordingly Mr.

A=
Redd’s emergency

‘_ The call for the pedple’s purty | piping the old WREWE protection on |

turitf bill—God save the moark—i

o be kept elean from smendo. nts
goas to present the taritt parnie sned
simple for the be efit o1 bhoth he
repulilican and demoeratic parties,

Wil in counsidoera- |

wool, lead, and METs his nover |
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The deniocratic party of 1he =onth,
heing froe teoders, ean fight this
cipergeney thrilf Gl with a vene
irou=e their seciion to
republi ans of  the
proteet an s the se -

vennee anid
i
w e

dction

North,

fioient, con el [ire owe ecniercency
it bl abed arouse thidr [ollowers
pich i ey o oy ddireetion de:

stpoy sibvers The question will soon
e put to Western  sllver men
whether thoyv will faiv intot L ap
o "'-'-‘H* Hill was sunended

ad L1 (T broveciadn vo

&
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yilly Bros b ~ip lesrislation, not

by theies, the Asi Hes hove o lariff

aggadtese us of 100 per cent in the
ditference of  exeianges, Phe Ir e
volnage of silver wonlbdh egualize ex-

that el and
plice the farmers, wool-growers and
manufacturers of this coustry on a
level with Asiaties so far as tariff
is coneerned.  In Faet taritfs sre of
o use any more while this differ-
ence of exchinge exists.

It is 100 per cent on everything in
favor of the Astatics; and against U=,
and no one supposes that a tariff
sufficiently high ean be passed to
have any effect agamnst such an ad-
vitntage,  The onfy object these re-
publiean and demoeratic manipula-
tor have is to bury the silver 1=sve
and, strange as it may all seem, all
this proceedings in the two Houses
of Congress Is for that parpose, and
thit purpose only,  Every man who
talks for silver and will not pledg:
himself unequivoeally to appose,
with all his power, the election ol a
gold prssident, no matter who nota-
inates him, or what party nominates
hir, is a traitor to the silver cinse
aud a hireling ot gold monopoly.,
He may not get eash bat he ex-
pects to get office  from Wall strect.
The enemies of silver are not pro-
femmd gold bugs, beviuse profe =od

gold bugs have no influence with
The

change o el retinve

honest people crieries of =il-

sase dnres thiee prretemidicdd silver aden,
who aid in electing o w0 Pre-i-
dent who galone ean anmninmin rhe
gold  standard. What  wounld  te-

come of the gold standard of it had
it been for ~uch tools of gold mo-
nopolv us Harrison and Clevelind?
W hat power would Rotaselifld have
to rob this codntry without their
aid? How could he compel the
people of this country to agree to
deliver what he hus got and  what
he will not let them have anless
they he slaves, if he did not have
Hurrison and Cleveland take laws
for mm? How coold he get god
bonds frdm  the Tnited States, if
the executive would tell the truth
about the obligations of the govern-
ment? ‘The very founadation of ev-
ery boml deal <ivce thie vdan from
Buffilo ascended to power in Murch,
1593, is a baldsiaved lie. It isadoes
laration that when tHe two old pur-
ties put in their ploaforms aod
pledge that they would use hoth
wold and silver as money, are liars.

It is a declaration to the effect that
the Execuative will disregard the
law and sell WS country o gold
gumbilers, for an ankuoowu cun=id-
ceation,  How  wmoustrous  for the
i'residént of the Thited sStates to
comtriet with Roth=child (o deliver
him, his, Rotusenild’s gold, by the
hundreds of millions, md allow
Ruthsiehild (o plice whatevet value
upon his gold he pleases, This a
gold President ¢an and has done,
aut still men hav the 1y mhlmml to
call themselvies silvoer men

th@y have wvoted for well known
gold Presidient-, and Sy fﬂéy wlll
do it again, I Watll stiect will fur®
nish money to buy an u venal cons
Vention, whiel they knosw it ean
and will. e Bndiies that true

silver men have go o Hght, and
the finly: encinies are thie toaitors
who tulk for sifver sotl tote for
golil prosidines, il e il npon
evers  putriofie  eifized  of  the
Uifitod 8 qtes 1o mark thiem well,
Phisy are paoeeons amld taey redn
high places Thee e i wved
Lhes foeipdc TP 10 T v nd
Lhesy s 41 PO B TR &R ||G
are sl wees — K,
aune for Hosdachs,

for all torms of h
aehie ©leetrie Bittoard hias proved (o
SRt very e It orfvels g per-
| qad the most dreadfal
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Subseribe now for the PRESH,

“Mrs., Melhursi's compliments, sir,
and would you please come down to Ler
stateroom immediately 2"

I had just shut myself into my little
office on deeck, having run through the
£hip’s accounts before turhing in that
night. It is quite a mistake, by the
way, to think that we pursers have no
more onerous duties to perform when
at sea than to watch over the passen-
gers’ comfort, read papers on Sunday
and keep 2 store of nautical informa-
tion at our finger ends for the benefit of
every curicus voyager. Nowadays the
purser of a erack American liner—mak-
ing, perhaps, a record passage of six
days or so—has his work pretty well cut
out for him during the entire voyage.

THE THIEF ON THE SHIP,

On the present oceasion T had scarce-
Iy pot my accountis fairly in hand when
I wns interrupted by n slight top ot tho
dyor: i areose ab once and opened it
and there stood Mrs, Melhurst’s Cana-
dian maid, with flushed face and nery-
ous, agitated manner.

“Is there anything wrong?" T asked,
with some surprise, when she had deliv-
ered her message.

“There is, sir,” she replied, bastily.

“All I know—"

She was about to make some other
statement, but pulled herself up sudl-
denly and tripped along the deck with-
out another word.

1 switched off theelectriclight,locked
the door and hurried away after her.
When I got to Mrs., Melhurst's state-
room I saw at once that something had
occurred to cause her serions anxiety.
The berths, the eouch and even the
floors were littered with the contents
of cabin trunks and hand-bags. In the
midst of the confusion stood the lady
herself, looking decidedly perplexed
and annoyed.

“This is very singular, Mr. Morse,”
she said, pointing to an empty jewel
case which lay open on the upper berth.
“My diamond ornaments are missing.”

“You don’t gay so!” I exclaimed, in
sheer astonishment.

“l do say sol" she replied, sharply.
“You ean see for yourself that they are
gone.”

“How did it happen ?”

“I cannot possibly tell you. At din-
ner this evening I happened to mention
to Mrs. Latimer that I had picked up a
certain erescent-shaped brooch on the
continent. She éxpressed a wish to see
it. When the tables were cleared 1
came in here, took out the brooch and
left the jewel case lying on the berth,
but when I got back the case was
empty.”

“Hew long were you absent?"”

“Not more than half an hour.”

I was totally staggered. I examined
the lock carefully, but there was ab-

olutely nothing to show that it had
en tampered with, I could hit upon

0 Dbetter suggestion than that Mrs
felhurst might possibly have mislaid
e jewels somewhere, This had the
ole effect of exasperating the lady t
uch a degree—for it seems that she har
Iready searched every nook and corne:
n the cabin—that I was glad to beat &
etreat in order to lay the matter be-
fore the captain;

I had just got to the head of the sa-
on stairs when I heard pome o
ounding up after me, three or fown
ieps at a time. I turned and saw Mr
arter—who, by the way, had made gev:
ral voyages with us on previous occa
ons.

“I say, Mr. Mdrse,” hie said, taking m
onfidentially by the arm, “you’ve go
vme queer customers on board this
rip.”

“How so?”

“Why, some one’s gone and walked
i with my silver cigarette case, a
‘ouple of rings and a pair of gold—"

“The deuce!"

“Well, it looks uncommonly like as
if the individual you refer to had a
imnd in the business, for I don't see
10w any ordinary mortal could get into
me’s eabin; with the door bolted on
‘he inside, unless he managed to
ueeze through the porthole.”

‘Pon my word, things were beginning
to look serious and no mistake! I lost
no time in hunting up the captain and
made him acquainted with the state of
uffairs. He was just &is much puzzled
us I was myself, The first thing next
morning he sent a message to Mrs. Mel-
hurst, reqiiesiing & private intetview in
his cabin on dt.ck; He also signified his
wish that I shold be present. We both

quest mherl i closely, bitt her re-
plies did not 1o throw any light
ingiila; occyrrence,

we determined 1o keep
the stateroom in fuo-

=. e o

The thief was evi Y. F low,”
waiting until tranquillity ﬁga reat.ored
hefore imaking a fresh attem ?

while 1 kept my eyes open..
the iittle peculiarities of 1lﬁerent
passengers anhd took partieu fe.of
the manner in which they occtpied
their time!

On board ship when you ﬁm’i smn
who shows a marked preferehce for lns
own sociefy above that of the lonngeys
on deck or habitues of the smolee-
rooin one is inclined to jump at the
conclusion that he has some sohd rea-
sone for his eéxclusiveness. If, in addi-
tion to this, he happens to be of an un-
communicative disposition, with black
hair and swarthy complexion, givenig
wefiring a slouch hat and Iong coat—
rightly or wrongl ¥, you put him down
#s a decidedly suspicious character.

Now, e hippened to have a paasen-
rer on hoard—a Brnzl_xan ndmed De
(astro—who tallied in every way with
ihis description. But for the fact that
1 had econclusive evidence to show he

could fiot have been flirectly concerned
in the robberies—for mql‘nn,es pr‘me-d
YWe h#d reinained on deck thée svhole
evening—he certainly would have been
treated to a private intervlew in thL
etiptain’s ecabin. As it was, I was forced
| to conclude that black hair, a“arthv

rcm.u plexion, slouch hat and cloak were

-y =

fimte compat.ible' with a man’s innos

cenee,

Nothing further occurred to excité
suspicion until the last day or two of
the voyage. Then, one evening after
dinner, word was brought to me that'
three other staterooms had been rifled
in the same mysterious manner:
Watches, jewelry and even money had
disappeared, though in all three cases
the passengers stoutly declared they
Lad left their doors locked.

When the alarin reached me I haps
pened to be stanting in my deck office:
1 had in my hand 20 sovereigns, whicl
I had just taken in exchange for Ameris
can money to actommodate one of our
passengers. 1 didn't wait to loek up
the gold; 1 simply placed it on my desk;
switched off the light and hurried
away. I had no fear for the safety of
the sovereigns, my door having a pars

ficularly intricate loclk, in which T toole
irood care to turn the key belfore leays

-

I remained belaw for an hour or sd;
investigating these fresh complaints;
hut, as in the other cases, I was utterly
unable to make head or tail of them.
Vexed and bewildered, T went back to
my office, unlocked the door, turned ont
the light, and mechanically stretched
out my hand to take the sovereigns
from the desk. My hand closed upon
nothing more solid than thin air—my
little pile of gold had vanished!

For a moment or two I stood theré
gozing blankly before me, so utterly
confused and dismayed that I could
scarcely bring my wits to bear upon
the mysterious affair, ThenImanaged
to pull myself together, and took alook
wonnd my little cabini In the coursé
»f my observations my eye happene
to rest upon the port hole, which &
wide open, the weather being oppres®
sively hot

I regarded the innoeent looking ports

iole with the air of a veritable Sher-
‘oele Holmes. I went outside and thrust
my arm in through the opening, bull
:ny hand did not reach within fully two
‘uprds of the desk, Still, it struck meas
heing the only way by which the thief
could have got at the money, and I de-
termined to pubmy theory to a practis
cal test.

I hurried down into the saloon, whera

wost of the passengers were congres
wvaied. As yet few of them were awars
il the robberies, for we had kept the
atter as secret as possible:. I ‘wenf
traight up to a young American gen:
leman who I knew had a great many
trinkets in his stateroom and wad
rather careless too in the way he lefh
them lying about.

“Don’t show any surprise,” I whis=
pered, glancing around at the other oes
snpants of the saloon, “but might I ask
whether your staterooin is lacked $*

i) i i - Fighd

“IWell, jnst pass me your key; I winh
to try a little experiment. Wait till
I'in gone and then stroll up on déck:
Let yourself be seen—on the lower deck
artienlarly—but don’t pay too elosd
ittention to anyone you may notics

ioitering there.”

I went and shut mybelf in the state:
room, crouching down so that I could

Jjust keep an eye on the porthole o
the top of the lower berth, I rema.inej
in that eramped position untilmy limbs
fairly ached, and I was half inclined t2
give it up asa bad job;

But, suddehly, as I glanced up at tH8
porthole, my blood ran cold, and ina
my life I never had such difficulty td
keep down a yell. In the dim light ¥
saw a long, thin hairy arm thrust i
through the opening. The next ‘mo-
pient & small black hand had fastened
upon & leather case lying close to the
window and withdrew it as quick ad
thought almost, : po——

I sprang to my feet and bolted out~
side ints the passage, Idashed up thd
saloon stairs and made for the lowef
deck. There, just abotit the spot whete
I judged the stateroom to be situated)
I came face to face with the Brazilian!
De Castro. Tn spite of the heat, he was
wearing his long c],oa,k with the daep_

cape; and hu.d his, ét 1g’h.rt‘=.tbe be-
tween h;s. ieeﬂl. Hc .at. e wi
an air of i’r'a surpnse. d,I looked &

him with, ¢ an u..u.' of Rro un& 8t ic:

Suddenijr 4 hippy iought
through my mind, I hirned mhnd B
sprang down the, sa.looh stairs, runnin
full tilt against the chief stewirt, #h
was standing at the hottom,

“Get mb & Kanhdtul o huta—-qﬁ.ickl"
I cried,

When he broughf {tiem I hurried
baclk on deck, The Bramhh.n had mov
away a little toward the stern. I weei
E_'lo‘;t up; aiﬂoﬂ right in front of him)

s dolielatoly o it

look but I pnid htt.!e attentzon to 1
Pregently I saw a corner of the ca
drawn aside and behind & pair of sm:
gleaming eyes fixed greedily upon me\s
It was enough. My gus 1::}
confirmed. I flung the rest g eg
in the sea, and. walking Bﬁ'&ight
De Castro paid! . :
“T must ask you to accompany e %3
the captain’s cabin.”

"Votp you mean?"’ he &akaﬂ&rﬂv?ﬁlg
bagk, "5 pons
1 swas determined t.o at&nd na,n
sense, and straightway took lum ¥
the shoulders. The mosent I laid r:%

hands upon him I heard a wcmus s0a,
under his cape; it was pulled sudfien]
aside and oiit fléew a monkey. .. i+
The little brute went at merbpoth a.n
nail. I saw the gleam of a kuife, u‘
in the Brazilian's hand, but I let hiug
have my fist straight hgtweeq the ey
befdre lie could use it, gnd he meds
his Iength upon the deck oy
The quartermaster care runnmg uh
and the rascal was draggeﬂ oft to the
captain's cabin. e searched, therq
Mrs. Melhiirst’s émmands, Mr. Carter's
cigarette case and rings and & miscels
laneous collection of other valtiables
were found upon hinr. In his teteroom,
we discovered -aperforated box;, appaF:
ently intended for the. use of the man.
Key, who was evidently quite as#ceqiy,
ph;aheﬂ 84 his mater.—-Gauell (| Jom?
nal
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