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WHERE BUSINESS IS TO BLAME
I was lunching with a group of high executives. and the

discussion turned to economic problems.
came to usual line of comment:

“Congress is a bunch of idiots. How can we hope for
any sensible program when our laws are made by such
men?”

I was annoyed.

All my business life | have listened to that sort of talk.
I have known a good many Senators and Congressmen.
My judgment is that they are fairly representative of the
nation, neither better nor worse than the rest of us. They
do not originate very much in the matter of national policy
and legislation. They merely record in laws the sentiment
that grows up in the country around them. They respond
to public opinion.

And what does Big Business do to create and guide an
intelligent public opinion? Practically nothing.

Every young man who enterg Big Business 1s told in
eifect: “Now you have taken the veil. From now on you
must not express any opinion on a controversial subject.
You are no longer merely an individual, you are the repres-
entative of a large body of stockholders who hold divergent
views on almost everything. You wmust not offend either
our stockholders or our customers. Your duty is to work,
and keep your mouth shut.”

Big bankers and corporation officials regard this a
policy of “dignified silence.” As a matter of fact, it is lazi-
ness and cowardice.

My father was a distinguished clergyman, the spokes-
man of a large congregation. He never hesitated to have
views or to give them vigorous expression. Sometimes
parishioners critizized him. He said to me once: “If I do
not know better than the members of my congregation what
sort of preaching my people should have, then I am not
entitled to be their pastor.”

The president of a corporation with world-wide inter-
ests ought to know more than his stockholders or his
customers,

He ought to know whether our present tariff policy is
& help or a hindrance to our economic life, and have the
courage to say go.

He ought to know whether our war debts should or
should not be revised, and guide his stockholders in their
thinking.

He ought to know what our policy should be toward
Russia.

Ours is a democracy. For a generation or more we have
been luring our best brains into business.

The time is coming when those best braing must render
some more positive service in the formation of a sound
public opinion.
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END OF DRY CYCLE
SEEN FOR OREGON

State College Moisture Records
Show Bright Outlook for

Coming Crop Year
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LAW CLASSES ADDED
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made here by Wayne L. Morge,
dean of the law school, The exact

nature of the law courses and the
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Williams' Selt Service Store

77 E. BROADWAY

EUGENE, OREGON

Electricity

WILL DO THE
WORK of TWO
or THREE SER-
VANTS for ON-
LY A FEW
CENTS A DAY.

WHERE

is the woman?

WHO spent her days

round of housework?

in an endless-
She has dis-

covered that electricity is the perfect

gervant and has put

it to work so

that she may spend her time with her

{family in recreation
ment,

forts

and improve-

Electricity is the king of com-
it has made her house a home.

A

Mountain States @ Power Company




