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BACK TO THE FARM

There were 208,000 more persons living on farms in
America at the beginning of 1931 than there were at the
beginning of 1930, according to the annual report of the
Secretary of Agriculture. From what we observed, we
should say that the increase during 1931 has been even
greater than that, Ihis is a very significant movement of
population away from industrial centers and back to the
rural regions, where the problem of keeping out of the poor-
house is nowhere nearly so difficult.

Perhaps the most interesting conclusion which Mr
Hyde draws from these and other figures is that the United
States is approaching the stage of a stationary population
In all but four or five of the big cities the death rate today
ig higher than the birth rate. The coming generations in
America must come from the farms. The secretary believes
that the prevention of an actual decline in the population of
the nation calls for the development of governmental poli-
cies which will make it increasingly possible for a large pro-
portion of our people to live in the country, even though
not wholly dependent on farming for their employment.

We must say that we agree with Mr. Hyde that the
dweller in the small town, or on the farm, is much more se-
cure so far as the necessities and most of the real com-
forts of life 2o, than most of the people who live in the cities
are. When city folks talk as they do about the terrible dis-
tress and suffering of so many millions of their people who
have no jobs and no way of feeding or housing their fami-
lies, they are talking about something that we who live in
the country towns and on the farms only faintly compre-
hend. It is in times of general industrial depression like
these that we realize how much better off we are than our
city cousins.

DO TAXPAYERS VOTE?

A proposal to increase the number of persons taxed
by lowering the exemptions is sure to find favor in many
quarters. It will be supported not merely as a means of in-
creasing revenues but on the ground that it will improve
the morale of the country. As one distinquished Senator
put it recently:

“This country belongs to all of us and as far as possible
all of us ought to contribute to its support. If we had more
men and women paving their share of government, how-
ever small that share, we should have more men and wom-
en asking what becomes of their money and we need that.”

We have a population of 120 million of whom about 60
million are eligible to vote and of whom less than two mil-
lion paid a tax on incomes received in 1930. Compare with
these figures the 23 million passenger autos registered in
the Uniied States on December 31, 1930, and the 12 million
radio sets recorded by the census of 1930,

MERCHANDISE!

The chief forrester says saw mill capacity needs to be
limited to cut down over production. Our
whenever production is cut the wood substitute manufac-

impression is

turer taxes up the difference, and the saw mill operator is
just in the same place he was before
policy is the only hope for lumber even in good times. It
must be merchandised like any other product or else suffer
results, Waiting for people to rush into a lumber yard to
buy lumber is past, but few come. The lumber dealer has
got to go out and sell them both lumber and a plan for
using it.

A vigorous sales

Electric fly paper has been invented. Another weapon
for women to use on their husbands.

At least the government is hopeful, Income tax blanks

were sent out this week

THE NEW YEAR

Greetings to all! And, adieu to 1931. You and 1, dear
reader, have marked another mile-post on our trip. With
the increase in speed they seem to show up go much fast-
er-—these mile-posts. And yet, there are precisely as many
hours in this year as there were in the year of our Lord,
number one. Its just busier that we are, thats all. So busy
we don't notice the passing of time.

Every department of science hag made strides during
the past year; medicine has progressed too, I think I can
break up a cold now much guicker and cleaner than I have
ever done before, Just put my patient to bed for ONE DAY,
and give him a tablet every hour until perspiration starts
freely. That's all there is to it. And he might get well as
fast with a tumblerful of hot water every hour, instead of
the sweating tablet. But then, the patient wouldn’t feel like
he was being treated properly unless he had a little medi-
cine, now, would he?

And | have learned to be skeptical about GERMS ham-
mering down the enamel of teeth-—the hardest substance
in The human structure, Necrosis of bone takes place when
nutrition is cut off by violence, plugged canals and other
causes, Chances are, germs have nothing whatever to do
with destruction of the enamel of vour teeth, Let's be sens-
Ible__in the coming year. Your family doctor is able to tell
yYou when and how to fight germs,

My New Year resolves are embodied in the simple de-
termination to fit myself for BETTER SERVICE in the tak-
ing care of my fellow-man and myself during the coming
year. I will be alert for the right, as my Master gives me to

- #ee the right. God bless you all!

SIXTH INSTALMENT

SYNOPSIS

Six people, Horace Johmson (who tells
the story), hus wife, old Mra Dane, Herbert
Robinson amd his sister, Alice, and Dr.
Sperry, (riends and neighbors, are in the
batit of bolding weekly meetings. An one of
them. Mrs. Dane, who is hostess, varies the
[ am by unexpechedly arranging a spirit
walistic seance with Miss Jeremy, a friemd of
De. Sperry and not & professional, as the
miedium

At the first sitting the medium tells the
details of a muarder as W 1 eecuITing Later
that night Sperry learns that a neighbor,
Arthur Wells, has been shot mysteriously
With Johnson he goes to the \\'11: residence
and they find confirmation of ¢ um's
.ﬂ‘ounl’\lrn Wells tells them her husband
shot himself in & it of depression.

At a secend seance, Miss Jeremy adds
details about a summer resort where
(harles Ellingham was known to have been
st the same time that Mrs. Wells was
there She also speaks ol a p-\chf!book
being lost which conta
tant car tickets and letters .
slone of the women, seems thrilled by the
mvestigation.

NOW GO ON WITH THE STORY.

I find that the solution of the Ar-
thur Wells mystery—for we did solve
it—takes three divisions in my mind.
Fach one is a sitting, followed by an
investigation made by Sperry and my=
self

But for some reason, after Miss
Jeremy's second sitting, 1 found that
my reasoning mind was stronger than
mv credulity. And as Sperry had at
that time determined to have nothing
more to do with the business, I m
a resoiution to abandon my invﬂhg::
tions. Nor have | any reason to
lieve that 1 would have altered my
attitude toward the case, had it not
been that I saw in the morning paper
on the Thursday Iolkwm& the sec-
ond seance, that Elinor Wells had
closed her house, and gone to Flor
ida

1 confess 1 had an overwhelming
desire to examine again the ceiling of
the dressing room and thus to check

one degree further the accuracy
o'r our revehtions. After some reflec
tlon, 1 called up Sperry, but he flatly
refused to go on any further,

“Miss J has been ill since
Mooday,” he “Mrs. Dane's rheu-
matism is worse, her companion 18
nervously upset, and your cwn wife
calied me up an hour ago and says
you are sleeping with a light, and

she thinks you ought to go away. The | and

whole club is shot to pieces.”

But, although I am a small and|

not a courageous man, the desire t
examine the Wells hou: clung to me
tenaciously. Suppose thicre were cart-
ridges in his table drawer? Suppose
1 should find the second bullet hole
in the ceiling? I no longer deceived
my self by any argument that my -
terest was purely scientific. There 1s
a point at which curiosity becomes
wnbearable, when it becomes an ob-
session, like hunger. 1 had reached
that point.

Nevertheless, I found it hard to
plan the necessary deception to my
wife. My habits have always been en-
tirely orderly and regular. My wildest
dissipation was the N eighborhood
Club. 1 could not recall an evening
away from home in years, except on
business. Yet now 1 must have a Iree
evening, possibly an eatire night.

In planning for this, forgot my
pervousness for a time. | decided fin-
ally to tell my wife that an out-ol-
town client wished to talk business
with me, and that day, at luncheon—
I go home to luncheon—I mentioned
that such a client was in town.

“It is possible,” I said, as easily as
I could, “that we may not get through
this afternoon. If things should run
over into the evening, I'll telephone.’

She took it calmy enough, but later
on. as | was taking an electric flash
from the drawer of the hall table
and putting it in my overcoat ket,
she came on me, and I thought she
looked surprised.

During the afternoon [ was beset
with doubts and uneasiness. Suppose
she called my office and found that
sfe client 1 had named was not n
sown? It is undoubtedly true that a
tangled web we weave when first we

ctise to deceive, for on my return

the office | was at once quite cer-
tain that Mrs. Johnson would
telephone and make the inquiry.

After some debate I called my sec-
retary and told her to say, if such a
message came in, that Mr. Forbes
was in town and that I had an ap-

intment with him. As a matter of
r:c:, no such inquiry came in, but as
Miss F[uytc. my secretary, knew that
Mr. Forbes was in FEurope, 1 was
conscious some months afterwards
that Miss Joyce's eyes occasionally
rested on me in a speculative and sus-
icious manner.

Other things also increased un-
easiness as Slc day wore on here
was, for instance, the matter of the
pack door to the Wells house. Noth-

was more unlikely than that the
key would still be hanging there. |
must, therefore, get a key.

Going through my desk I found a
pumber of keys, mostly trunk keys

ctd one the key to a dog-collar. But|
t

e in the afternoon 1 visited a client

of mine who s in the hardware busi-|

oess, and secured quite a selection
811: of them was a skeleton key, He
persisted in regarding the matter as
r' e, and poked me between the
-blades as | went out.

MISS FISH GUEST AT
PARTY ON SATURDAY

Miss Alma Fish, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. J. R. Fish of Garden Way,
was the honor guest at a part at
|the home of her parents Saturday
evening, Miss Fish is attending
school in Portland spent the

| holidays at home.

and

the party Saturday
lu\'entnp, were Mr. and Mrs. Dale
| Cheshire, Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Che-
Robert and Herbert Che-
| shire, Lindley Dusval, Lloyd Hern-
| ert, and Melvin Shove, all of Che
shire; Roy Woods, Kenneth Camp-
bell, Milea and Villa McKay, Lela
Gates, Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Koplin,
Eugene; Tom Tedball, Veneta; Joe
Gerber, Faye Fisher, and Barbara
Chandler, Springfield.

Guests at

| R
shire,

KENSINGTON CLUB TO
HAVE MEETING FRIDAY

Mrs. Mary Kessey will bhe host-
ess at her home, 706 Fifth street,
| for members of the Kensington

||-Iuh Friday afternoon. Mrs. Harry
Whitney will be the as istant host
ess for the afternoon.

A
MARY ROBERTS RINEHART

COPYIENGNT

= by MARY ROBERTS KNS
“lf you're arrested with all that |
hardware on you,~ he said, “vou'll

be held as a first~class burglar, You |
are cq\npprd to open anything from |
a can of tomatoes 1o the muissionary |
box in church.”

But 1 felt that already, innocent as | apparently

I was, | was leaving a trail of sus-
picion behind me : Miss Joyce and the
office boy, the dealer and my wite.
And | had not started yet.

I dined in a small chop-house where
1 occasionally lunch, and took a large
cup of strong black coffee. When 1
went out into the night again I found
that a heavy fog had settled down,
and | began to feel again something of

el

the strange and disturbing quality of
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o
N
M

.

lessly lighted a second candle and
| placed t on the 1 able in the hall at
the foot of the staircase, to tacilitate

my exit in case | deswred to make a
hurried one

Then 1 climbed slowly. The fog had
made its way into the
house, for when, halfway up, | turned
and looked down, the candlelight was
hardly more than a spark, surrounded
by a luminous aura

I do not know exactly when 1 be-
gan to feel that | was not alone
the house. It was, | think, when 1
was on a chair on top of a table in
Arthur's room, with my candle upheld
1o the ceiling. It
something was moving

seemed to me that
stealthuly

The Wells house loomed before

the day which had ended in Arthur
Wells's death. Already a potential
housebreaker, I avoided policeme:
and the very Jingling of the keys
my pocket sounded loud and incrimin
ating to my ears.

I do not like destrted houses. Even
in davlight they have a = ¢ effect
on me. They seem, in their empty
spaces, to have hell and d
that has hary n
The Wells hovse
before me, =« t and mvsterou
seemed the « the ¢
serted houses known. Its empty
unshutter indows were hke
blind eyes, gazing in, not out.

Nevertheless, now that the time had

ned

come, a certamm amount cuu «
came with it. 1 an t asham
contess taat a Certaun part

irom the anticipation ol the

borhood Club's plaudits. F
to have made such an
or even Sperry, with |
his iron muscles, would not have sur

prised the club. But I was aware|
that while they expected intelligence
and even humor, of a sort, from me, |
they did not anticipate any particular|
bravery. |

The flash was working, but rather |
feebly. I found the nail where the
door-key had formerly hung, but the
key, as | had expected, was gone
was less than five minutes, 1 fancy,|
in findifg a key from my collection|
that would fit. The bolt slid back with |
a click, and the door opened. |

Once inside the house, the do« |
the outside closed, and facing
alternatives, to go on with 1t or
cut and run, | found a sort i «
perate courage, clenched my
and felt for the nearest light switch

The electric light had been cut off!

I should have expected it, but I
had not. I remember standing in the
back hall and debating whether to go
on or to get out was not only In
a highly nervous state, but I was also
badly handicapped. However, as the
moments wore on and [ stood there,
with the quiet unbroken by no myster=
jous sounds, | gained a certain con-
fidence. After a short period of re-
adjustment, therefore, 1 felt my way
to the library door, and into the room
Once there, 1 used the flash to dis-
cover that the windows were shut
tered, and proceeded to take off my
hat and coat, which [ placed on a
¢hair near the door. It was at this
time that 1 discovered that the bat-
tery of my lamp was very weak, and
finding a candle in a tall brass stick
on the mantlepiece, 1 lighted it.

Then I looked about. q‘hc house had
evidently been hastily closed. Some
of the furniture was covered with
sheets, while part of it stood unpro
tected. The rug had been folded into
the center of the room, and covererd
with heavy brown papers, and [ was
extremely startled to hear the papers
rustling. A mouse, however, proved
to be the source of the sound, and 1
pulled myself together with a jerk.

It is to be remembered that I had
left my hat and overcoat on a chair
near the door. There could be no
mistake, as the chair was a light one
and the weight of my overcoat threw
it back against the wall.

Candle in hand, 1 stepped out into
the hall, and was immediately met by
a crash which reverberated through
the house. In my alarm my teeth
closed on the end of my tongue, with
agonizing results, but the sound died
away, and | concluded that an upﬁer
window had been left open, and that
the rising wind had slammed a door.

4 ) i
that night, lo~m '_"

But my morale, as we say since the
war, had been shaken, and I recl

me, silent and mysterious.

= — — — m————— ——— {
the room overhead. | stood there, can-
{le upheld, and every faculty [ poe
essedd seemed centered in my ears
It was not a lfootstep. It was a soft
ind dragging movement. Had 1 not
car the ceiling 1 should not have
ied it Indeed, a moment later |
W t certain | had heard it
chair, on top of the table, was
w securely balanced. I had
what 1 was looking for, a part
rlaster ornament broken away,
laced by a whitish substanc

[ got out my penknife

AWy * foreign matter, showing

a small hole beneath, a bullet-hole,
if 1 knew anything about bullet-holes.
the dragging move-

above, and wh

Then 1 heard
a at with alarm and

| suddenly over-
My head must

corner of the
lazed for a few
had gone out

It for the chair, nghlru{
t win, | was dizzy and I
was frightened. 1 was afraid to move,
t g thing above come

met

s 1 st 1,
anced, chair and all
Ve truck o the
€ I was

lest

down and cr ver me in the dark-
ness and e me
And sitting there, | remembered the
very things I most wished to furget
the an  behind Miss
! 1 s Hung by unseen
rands m, the way my
watcl ver the table and
fallen
Since I know there is a
macness of courage, born of terror.
Nothing could b¢ more inmtolerable
than 1t it ther: and wait. It is the
men out f

ame insanity that drove
the trenches t I iarge and almost
certain death, ra than to st and
wait for what might come

In a way, | daresay | charged the
floor of the h Whatever

upper luse
drove me, I know that, candle in
hand, and hardly sane, | ran up the
staircase, and into the room over-

head. It was empty

As suddenly as my sanity had gone,
irned to me. The sight >f two
rils, side ‘.'_\- side, a tiny dress-

le, a row of toys on the man-
was calming. Here was the
children's night nursery, a white and
placid room which could house noth-
g hideous

I was humiliated and ashamed. I
Horace Johnson, a man of dignity anti
reputation, even in a small way, a
successful after-dinner speaker, num=
bering fifty-odd years of logical lv-
ing to my credit, had been running
half-maddened toward a mythical dan-
ger from which 1 had been afrald
to run away!

I sat down and mopped my face
with my pocket handkerchief

After a time I got up, and going
to a window looked down at the qulet
world below. The fog was lifting.
Automobiles were making cautious
progress along the slippery street
man with a basket had stopped
under the street light and was re-
arranging her parcels. The clock of
the city hall, visible over the ite
roofs, marked only twenty minutes
to nine. It was still early evening—
not even midnight, the magic hour of
the night.

Somehow that fact reassured me,
and | was able to take stock of my
surroundings. 1 realized, for ins
that I stood in the room over Art "
dresing room, and that it was |
the ceiling under me that the
—or probably the first—bullet
penetrated,

TO BE CONTINUED

Rulers of

New Spring Prints

Vat Dyed Colors—36 Inches Wide

LARGE SELECTION OF PATTERNS

ISC yard

The Golden Rule

Low Prices

10th & Willamette—EUGENE—New Schaefers Bldg.

measures that will mitigate the

present stagnation in business, as

far as that

effect

legislation nehleve

While the

can

two major part

still Keeping up their war

fare, yel neither fall to

wide will

ampport any  legislation that

country at large considers benefi

clal

Congress proved its willingness

to forget party strive by the speed

with which it ratified the morator

ium, even if such action was accom

“anied by growles members

detnils

from

f both parties All other

incident Lo organicing LCongress

were handled without friction, com

mittes med  and
the

F'em of

chairmen belng mw

nstalled promptiy. Only elee

tion of the President I'ro

the Senate remains to be done and

instead of allowing that formality

o tie up business, it has been

shelved for more Important busi

ness

(One of the earllest measures, or

group of measures, which is to bhe

passed concerns increased taxation
That a boost Is coming 18 not to b

doubted. Roughly, the Republican

favor a general tax that will apply

to evervbody, while the Democrats

are working for a tax that will

mulet only the very wealthy who

they able to afford

e

that

argue, are best

the extra payment general

feeling In this city s which

has its
that

ever party way, the net re

ault will be the average citl

gen will pay more to the govern

ment either directly or through

higher phices for all purchases
settled

take

After the tax guestion |

Congress can be expected (e

up the revision In ou banking

laws. The United States has dras

tically changed It banking laws

everal order
'he ob

times in the past in

bring them up ¢t date
it to be

attaini s

the Federal Reserve
ount paper it I8 now

forhidden to touch, and ampower It

nt exter ne on farm mort
EFREes
hit on the right

that

If Congress can
f here sSay

of fresh
work

rmula, observers

billions of dollars capital

will be put to and employ
milllons of those
Many

effect this result have bheer

ment created for

w seeking work plans to

offered

leading bankers and

Congress by

financeirs and it Is expected that

one of these plans will be passed

by Congress before many days havi
The
timost

rassed general feeling here e

that any one of these pro

jects will go a long way towacids

restoring confidence In husiness

One of the most Important ques
tions with which the present Con
gress will have to deal s that of
war debts and reparations. All En
rope s beginning to feel that the

United States is too great for it to

amount of money it owes

be able to pay and that cancella

tion is the only solution, The recent
which this
officially

it observers

Evropean conference, i

country was not repres

nted although took

an active part in an advisory
the

cannot

Capa
that
the

came to conclusion
Germany

Young plan

live up to
This means that Ger

many cannot pay other European

countries and they in turn will bhe

unahbhle to pay the United States

France's position is the stumbling
hlock efforts to that
country change its attitnde and for

and make

give Germany ite Reparations may
lresult in a general sealing down of

“the combined war debts and repara

tions, Another European
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powerful enough to name his own|FIRST RELIEF WORK
¢ oice
. ON WILLAMETTE STARTS
If Baker I8 named and elected, he
will be the fourth oldest man to b \ rew f nan rulted
made President. Huaks will be 6 rom | T LI I list
when 1 next Prs dent | "
in L | W aie M .
y g5, Jume ] TLLL .
.'.’é ary Tay B4, W bl
. BY RADFORD MOBLEY o Adwn and Awdiew Juckoon
MMM ASTEDR WARENGTON BUSIAY o ko ake when they were | n
WASHINGTON, I 1t Jan, & inducted Into offive. Baker | LN | funds to be put to work on tf W
tAutocaster) - Conrress ha again  considered as a young man in the lametie highwa I nen employ
sottled down to business, after its | day while Harrison Huchan d are re bent [ the Lowell, Fall
brief Christmas holiday, amd every and Taylor we Wl deemed diiUreek, Winba I Iwxt i
ndication points to the present ses  Men at the thime of thelr wled |P||.
sion being a highly constructive
one. Generally. bunineas looks aak-! = ———— —— T —— .
ance at Congress durings its =it ™
tings, fearing that it will pass leg Th L f D f
islation that will throw commercial e 'ne O e ense
activities out of their usual stride Your doctor comes first —do not fail to consult
Fhe present Congress, howevel him when real illness threatens.  We do not compets
s confidently expected lo pass with him. Rather, it is our desire to serve you

out quickly and e

through him to carry his order
curately, Both you and he may depend upon onr con

scientious cooperation

Ketels Drug Store

In the New Store springfield
Far Those Who Save!
, L)
Auto Repairs
Kirst of all voull want gquality work don and
you get it here Fhen you'll want i done ot as ren
sonable a price as is consistent with better work. That

too, is offered to all
“Home of Violet Ray and General Ethyl Gasoline”

“A” Street Service Station

5th and A Streets Springhield

- — — P —————
\ box of Eggimann's candy is a great help to the

‘ bashful swain as he ventures timidly into the home il

l of his Heart's Desire Its excellence puts Her into
that frame of mind so necessary for his enjovment of

I the evening

|

| E GGIMANN’

ﬁ Where the Hervice s Diferent
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confer- |

ence will be held next month, and |

its recommendations may point the |

way to a solution of the

financial troubles,
voters in this country is felt to be
agalnsat the

Important

cancellation and fasne

may become an one
the coming presidential campalgn

- - -
Recent developments
make Newton D. Baker,

Wilson's war secretary, appear

an important figure in the coming )
in |

campalgn. Baker has come out

the open and shown that he s not

wnrlll'u!
A majority ufi

In |

began to|
President
1

as |
]

averse to being the Democratic ean- |

didate if the party as a whole de-|
that |

mands him, He has declared
he is willing to be either a standard
bearer or a private In the ranks In
the ecampalgn While
Roosevelt is atill the leading can
didate, yet he may be bheaten in the

Governor

convention,
A lot

of curfosity still exists as |

to whether former Governor Smith !

will back While Smith
s consldered unlikely to make the
race again himsclf, yot his volce Is
still the loudest in the councils of
his party and any man he opposes
Is unlikely to be nominated, al
though it Is questionable If he is

Roosevelt,

our old fireplace

] new beauty

andt everyday
utility ...

At this ime of the yeur everybody i building,

repaining, redecorating or cleaning I veems
hat everythung in the home gets attenton
e fireplace —Why neglect the fire-

except 1}
place —doewn t 1 deserve a bitle antention ool
By instaling & Humphrey Radiantfire you
will give your fireplace new beauty and
everyday unbry — you will bring the old

fireplace back into the family cucle

ere are beautiful authentic period
evigned Humphrey Radiantfires 1o
harmonize with your home furnishings.
If your fireplace is mep.a or dirty
around the edge. an siractive insen
model will cover all defects and

gve your fireplace new beauty

Me. 80 Come in 1oday
D Rapice of Eary bngon Bassar ’ and lot us mabe
Pacted 1840 s 17170 & suggestion for your fireplace.
Thare are many wthar atione o o ole

Ba radiant haai frem & Hosmghoo .
panily e the hast of (ha bos M iwre
raye puar forih wis b

r- — -
wolid ohjosin lanving the s ihosugh whah thay
e wnmgern o, acthvn and invigeeaiiog

ﬂ'UmPHREr

NORTHWEST CITIES GAS Co.

I'elephone 28 931 Oank Street

*

COMFORTARLE . ...

An atmosphere that is home like a0 ) resrful. You'B

enjov stopping at the P/ LSIDT 17 in Portland

ECONOMICAL .. .. 81 ANl 3. PER DAY
J A. Cushman, M .iger

FOURTH AND ALDER

PORTLAND
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