WITH A SPERM WHALE
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It was while [ was har
yooner on th’ whaling bark,
l{uful Wood, that [ had a
close call from goin’ to
Dav Jones' locker. Here's
what happened:

One fine mornin’ we were
bowlin' along with all sails
set when th' lookout aloft
bellowed “Thar she blows!™

That meant he had sight-
ed a whale In a few min-
utes th' boats were over th'
side, headin® for th" whaule,
th' crew of cach bour pullin’
like mad so that then har-
pooner would Lbe th frst Lo
heave th Arst harpoon. As
luck would have i1, th' buat
I wag in reaches th' whale
first. In Jiy time 1 had an
iron fast. and then th fun
started Instend of dvin’,
as whnles generally do when
harpooned, this old boy
started off over th' surface
of the sea

Without knowin® it, T was
standin’ In a Joop of tY'
rope fastened to th' har-

poon in th' whale, and that
pe was whizzin' out over
bow of th' boat. All at
pnce | waa jerked overboard
and away | went, sometimes
over th' wavea, and some-
times through them as th'
while towed me after him,

All at once th' whale
slopped and luy still on th'
water. And then, )ust be-
yund th' end of his tail |
saw Lh’ dormal fin of a shark
cuttin® through th' water
right for me. Th' boat was
comin' as fust as th' men
could pull, but I kunew it
would never beat that
shurk. Then what did | do
llllt shin up Lh' Iull])'lnl'l
rope, right to th' top of th'
whale's back.

He must have felt me
climbin, lor all at unce he
dived and left me kickin' in
th' water. Well »'r, I'd giv-
en up all hupe when th' hoat
hove alungside and | was
yunked aboard just as th'
shurk s big mouth gnapped
shut behind me.
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