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“Wait a minute,” 1 said An idea
had struck me ‘1 have a friend up
fa the next eoach who will pay my
fare.”

“All right. Let me meet him I'he
eonductor was frankly sceptical

I led the way with some misgiving
#cross the ewaying platform to the
smoking car ahead

Yes, Juliug was still there, his back
turned toward us. Evidently he
greatly contented with his lot in th
world

i wded into the seat in front of
him

“Suffering cats.” The clgar fell
from between Julius's lip

“Yes, it's your old pal, Tom Bil

beck,” 1 said  reassurir
same time drawing down my

eyelid.

Mystified, he preserved a d
silenc He had no way of knowin
what my next move wa ing to b

“Julius,” 1 saild heartily, “I find
that I have geome away from homs«
without any cash, and 1 want you to
pay my fare.”

Julius laughed a hearty ringing
laugh

“Me pay your fare? I don't know
you from Adam

I leaned over and whispered in his

ear. “There's a sheriff in the next|

ear behind,” 1 said. *“If you pay my

fare 1 won't tell him you are on the |

train.”

It was a long shot, but he had no
means of knowing whether [ waa
telling the truth or not and it won

“Why didn't vou say so in the
first place?’ Julius ild heartily, a
he reached down in his pocket and
produced a roll of | 11 0ot f whict
he handed to the conductor

“Where do vyou want
asked that worthy

Julius lookel enquiringly t m

“l am going with th rentleman,”
1 said to the conductor

Julus grinned his appreciation
while the conductor mads
and when he was gone he eyed me
pardonically

“What do yvyou want?' he asked

“You or the pearl [ replied
avenly., "1 m not particuls
which, except that if 1 get you [ will
get the pearls anyway.’

He sat In silence for some time
digesting this Finally he grinned

“How do vou think you will get the

pearls?" he asked at length
“Perfectly simple, my dear Julius,’

I answered patronizingly “All |
have to do I8 to go to the postmaster
of yvour town as oon a this train

gets in and ask him to hold all mall
addressed to a man by the name of

Juliug something or other. There

can't be much mall from Fair Oaks.,

and I will be pretty sure of getting
the right package.”

“Darn  clever,” he wlmitted W
would work, too, if T had addressed
that package to myself, but 1 didn't

Besides, my real name ain't Juliu
He leaned back and irveyed m
with an impudent ymile My facs
musat have hown how crestfallen |
was at having my chemae OVer

thrown. | wasn't much of a detective
afts 2l no 0 have though
stmple devic evading me Now
i h 1 | my plan t
It wan W

I» i il lown-h rted, pal
sald encouragingly You've
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and I kept them Interested by telling

“It will be a compartively simple her eves sought me anxiou I
matter,” said one of them, “to find throng that was waiting 1
all the packages which were mailed station 1 g ed the ) 1
from Fair Oaks I don't think ther rew her to one le
were many It will b gainst the ] 1 | d them a
law for us to let you examine them 1 have I
but yvou in make a memor them
whe I being nt d m 1and ) 1
can 1 wddress at wa 1 ou v

it en more 1 | 1l

hope ithey dif t I i ( 1

i clerks t 11t 1t

ut or t Lt ¥ i lican
mail i [ r N
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Ad i w minute 1 1 1 I 1 W e

howed me a doze pa 1 I d
Fair Oaks Att but th f them I'he b the d nd
Wer addressed to 1 madil 1 t X 1 frorn Mary
ompany in the city, and Wi f the opened
remainder K8 It 1t

I'hat 1 | i ur EE

uspicion | i it nch W .
ling and eight i W with a l¢ ! I
depth of twe wo and one-half that the pack
inches It was a | bit ™ pearls t I wou v t
but it was doubtless the one 1 wa life on it How had Julin
looking for me tgain?

‘All you have to do.,” aid the Marvella was crying softly at m
raillway mail eclerk, “is to take this 8lde
address and when vou get to the ‘“What hall T d 1 moaned
city go to the postmaster and ask ‘How can | ever tell Mrs. Hemming
him to hold this for identification.” |'way?

I thanked the boys and returnc d I was too humiliated by the failui

to my car
Ag I ha

{ JVEY T ted,

f my
d rather more than half

Julius was not there, nor disgra

ing sugge

plan to be very fertile in offer
tions. I felt that I was in

ce with Maryella once more

did T ever set eyes on him again. [ @nd I had planned to ask her to
did not care I had the pearls once MArry me when I restored the n
mors i at least 1 had them wl lace
I could get them. They wer [ Just i :
ifer in the mail-car that they would Maryella Md me il
hav 1 1 I 1 aibedese .
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iuspleion and assured M that he - ik o, o v 473
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N uch luck,” moaned Marye
I went to my own room and chang The W e real 168
ed into a uit of  regular clothes Wi k a 11 the Hemn
Then 1 telephoned to the O'd Sol pi I
) wil hou t O with
dier Home to see if Marvella had 00N a gibl
gone back there (‘olonel Stewart We ,.. most \
informed me that the entire party shev d '} Lppe al I .
had left to catch the alfternoon train happy | I : |
ind that Maryella was In Fair Oaks “||I.II| an |
wailling to be join by th n W )
When the train  came in 1 wa toward me during the st
down at the station to meet them lays
Maryella was expecting mea, and While Mar 1 t 1 1
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them vhont the robbary of the i
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Special Offer For a
Limited Time

With every New Gas Range purchased
from us costing $65.00 or more, we will
give you one No. 25 Ruud Double Coil

Tank Gas Water Heater and install
same in your home free of charge.

There is no charge for installing any gas
range or water heater purchased from

us.

Cook and heat with gas, the quick, clean
and economical fuel.

With the new closed top gas range you
have a larger cooking surface than on
any other cooking appliance and there
is absolutely no odor or dirt.

We sell all the latest modern gas ap-
pliances. Call and see them at Ketels’
Drug Store or a phone call will bring a
salesman to your home.

Northwest Cities Gas Company

Phone Eugene 28 Springfield, Oregon




