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ley and his son, Ernest Southley, Mr.
Havward and his son, Vilas, and then
Josephine Southley, who is the girl
he had met on the train. Josephine
tells him the story of Southley Downs
and its ghest, which is not the ghost
of a human being but of a tiger.
Dr. Long has a quarrel with Vilas
HayYward over Josephine, and finds
that the Haywards have a strange
authority over the Southleys. He is
ordered to leave Southley Downs. The
rain him leaving at once
Dr. Long and
road in the rain looking for the
of a tiger that Ernest says are there
They find the tracks. Later Ernest
and Dr. Long see a prowling creature
in the hall at Southlecy Downs. This
trightens the elder havward, also
Ernest begirs to that

Das is perpetrating some

prevents
Ernest go out on the
tracks

who
sees it feel
Ahmad
deviltry.

The elder Hayward is later
dead, his mneck broken as if by a

found

gaint's blow

The coromer and police arrive in or
der to investigate

Because of the murder, Dr. Long
must remain at Southley Downs. All

the persons there are

Inspector Freeman

questioned by

NOW READ ON

Of course his reason for wanting to
know was perfectly obvious. He want-
ed to see whether 1 could have pos
gibly had time to hire one of the

to murder the

elder Hayward

He knew that 1 had not done the deed
with my own hands, from the fact that
I had already establishea an alibi
‘We've got a motive for you, Long.”
he told me at the end, “but not much
else. There are others that we
) ings, bu I
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F in't like you either, Ahmad
& true
‘'onsidering h nfluence with mr
master, did it ever oecur to vou that
he might get vou thrown out of em

ployment
Employ
“Get you
“No, sahib;
“Yet vou

kicked out of your job"
thought of that.”
knew of this influence
The fact that Southley let his Euest
gtrike you before his face.”

“It seemed to me that
the closest of friends.’

“And where were

I never

they were

you just before
the bell rang, when Southley told you
to get out the car?

“In the kitchen

“How long?™

“AL least an hour before.”

And he told him what he was doing
to prove it.

Ernest corroborated my story per
fectly.

“And what did you think of the
elder Hayward?" he was asked,

“T didn’t like him.”

“And why not?™

“T didn’t like hiz attitude with my

father He was too arrogant, and

demanded more than a guest should. |

His n anners were often boorish. Nor
did 1 like the way he threw his son
on my sister.”

I believe that was
object—not
‘Perhaps It 1s8.”

your sister's

part to

yours.”

And she made no objection?”

Never Of course 1 don't know

very well.”

'he detective and 1 looked at him
in amazement.

‘And what do yon mean by that
unusual speech?’ the former asked
“That you don't know vour sister very

' You were,

been so unpopular with you as with

your brother and Ahmad?*™

| *“I was with both of them a great
deal.”
“And [ think you took Vilas' part

against Dr. Long
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They came from somewhere far off
“Please tell me, Southley, just wha
were the relations between you ani

i the Havwards.'
“The elder Hayward and | were the

oldest friends,” the old man

anything

his re-
greatly different

eves
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memory 1
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answered
He spoke falteringly, in the hesitant
way of age
“They had been here almost a
month *
“Yas ™
“How long did you ask them for?™
His voice changed ever so slightly
“As long as they would remain.”
“You were in the den, in the scene
between Dr. Long and the vounger
Hayward 7
“Yeg
“You sided in with Vilas Hayward *
“Yes ™
Did " hink was in t}
nt
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Fhen why did you take the stand
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ocen tion It rang in the quiet room
H spoke it softly, hesitantly yot
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Because, Inspector Freeman,” he
I couldn’t do any other
wisdom Because Vi
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ner I met Inspector Free
man fir » hall He called me to ons
side Perhaps he was a little mor:

more nervous and quick

of motion than in the

afternoon
“I'm in

me

need of vour help,” he told

‘And I'm

ready to give it."

“Look in the kitchen and see where
Ahmad and what he is doing "
I obeved, on a plausible
Ahmad Das was polishing the

[ came back to report

“The coast is
spector exulted
come with me search Ahmad's
rooms. [ can trust you, [ think, when
I say that I haven't any

Das is,

EXCUuse,
silver

clear, then,” the 'n
and

further ques-

a8 being an unusually heavy garment,

“Long, 1 want you to |

begun to recede,
Then 1 looked twice at a newly | ——

laundered shirt that I had picked up |
and laid before. It struck me |
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down

put it in such an obvolus place % 'able of such exultation His eyes ac
that Even Ahmad Das wouldn't be ! tually seemed to glisten; and a high
that much of a fool.” color suffered his lean, dark face 1
serhaps, Inspector Freeman, you | thought of a hound hot upon the trall
haven never heard of M. Dupin?® “It's the final proof!™ he eried. We'll
Inspector Freeman stopped to con-g get him now ‘'l wring a confession
sider wit of him.” ’
“His name has slipped my mind Then hoth of us drew up sharply
he confessed “Ahmad is coming inte his room
. ) t the
“M Dupin 'was a very famous dete I whispered For | was sure tha h
int MM eard | e
tive—a Jrenchman A very great fwint sound 1 had heard had been in
American wrote about him long ago.” the corridor
Both of s Instinctively braced our
“Oh, you mean a story-book dets :
: selves Wedidn't know what frenz
tive, Freeman scorned I'm glad
f desperation we would have to face
to say I've never wasted my time
it Ahmad saw us with that condemn
reading such 11':‘1\ None of ‘em
ing evidence in our hands A long
were ever practical Practical men
- moment dragged away
are the go nowadays The time the
* Then Freeman stole to the door
Asted in theorles and talk
He looked up and down the corridor
“Yet sometimes their theories cams . ? " :
e fust have been a rat he excialm
out right My, Dupin would have .
been the first to tell you that f ed
R Rather a nolsy rat
the very reason that vou would thin}
that drawer too obvioul a place for a Mavbe the wind But we'd hetts
man to hide a garment t would be E€t out of here He'll come back an
the very place an astute crimir moment
would hide it. He would know in ad I started to pin the dinner shirt
vance that vou wouldn't look ther into even folds, just as | had found
L
and therefore it would be a good M. Dupin did the same with the
place He proved it with the story envelope of the letter 1 explained
of a stolen letter, hidden among a “Then the eriminal didn't know it hal®
packet of other letters, in plain sight been found
b “It's all right in books- but it don't “l do belleve you've got the mak
work out in life,” Freeman comment ings of a detective! Freeman told
ed me with a little amazement
Of course | knew that as a whols Then we crept down the stairs H:
he spoke the truth But it had beg took the shirt into the room that
to dawn on me that Freeman was not ) vd been glven to him for his use
the highest type of officlal detective and rejoined me in the library
If he had been, | woulM never havs I've got a hunch he said
asked the question abou (
sked the que n about Dupin; and His face was clouded Litt]e
’ F e h the 1 e
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And the afswer w n the forest. 1 heard In the corridor eemed e WAALT
don't s: that A 1d Da vould have it out But it fsn't Ahmad I stol
chosen thi drawer f'he had time out and took a look at him Hi
t hooss bet place But it I8 hands are buried in flour There ia
certainly the most likely place in this no one In the servant's quarters but a
room colored man or two, and that long
I went to the drawe and huntefl Jegged whiskered bird that broueht
among the garment And I'm afraid out the rowboat Robin, 1 belleve you
the color came to mv face Evidently call him.”
my theories were te
: o orie we ) B0 unsupported There was no answer worth making
)y fact
I' ) S0 we sat and watched the darkness
“l1 guess Ahmad Ds .
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The flood had been |

Good Bicyele for sale cheap, Strong

, Some inspiration made me unpin It | Double Bar frame. Good tires. In-
And folded within it was found an- quire E. E. Pyne, Springfleld News
other shirt, covered with great splot- office. tr.

tion but that the Hindu is the murder- |

er.
“Then you must
something naw.”

have discovered

“No; but he was the one man who
went out of the house with Hayward

the one man in striking range. |
don’t believe the Southleys were im-
plicated; and knowing you as [ do by
reputation, it is absurd to think that
That leaves Ahmad. We
know that he hated him, s0 we have

a4 motive. But the Hindu's a funny

duck, isn't he?

“Did you ever see a man cross the
‘room with such a funny, eatlike
stride? He walks as if he had cush-

ions on his feet.”

We mounted to the third fight

.-'JII'II turned into Ahmad's room. My

iamiration for Freeman

Irnu:lml_» when | 'was him in action. It
was impossible tg Imagine a more
complete search,

“If there's murder, the re's bound to

be blood,” he gaid
vincing to

Nothing is so con

a court a a

garment with
blood on |t He's been ke Pt pretty
busy since the murder, and I don't b
lileve he's. have time to digpose of all
his thing That's the chance I'm

playing for.”

But evidently Ahmad Das had for

Increased |

By your house
shall they know you

Paint can make your house an asset, Neglect paint, and your
home becomes an eyesore, as well as a lowered investment,
The paint you use should be chosen wisely, else you'll lose
both time and money
Not only should the colors be beautiful,
quality must be durable.

ACME QUALITY

Paint.-<Varnish

For more than 40 years Acme Quality Products have been
the choice of those who insist on the best. We can guarantee
their lasting satisfaction. Let us figure on the job for you.

but the paint

$4.00
$3.95
$2.90
$2.75

ACME HOUSE PAINT, Gal.
IN 5 GALLON LOTS

ACORN PAINT, Made by Acme.
IN 5 GALLON LOTS

Wright & Sons

HARDWARE — FURNITURE — PAINT

Gal.
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the night befors 1 was able to @ father at Second and O stres TTL |
cern the outline of his fAgur \ he Monday, August 8
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We have rearranged our stock of Men's Wool Suits in
Just two groups for easy selection and quick disposal
GROUP 1.—

\ splendid assortment of grey
Suits, sold formerly up to $37.50

and navy blue wool

Your choice of this group

$19.75

“Low Prices Plus Standard Values”
GROUP 2 —
In this lot you will find an unusual selection of all wool
blue, grey, and brown mixtures, sold formerly at
Your cholce of this group

$25.00

“Low Prices Plus Standard Values"

\ choice of any dress straw haf in the store

$1.00

navy
$49.75

Department Store

Former!y Farmers Exchange

STORES AT SALEM, PORTLAND, SPRINGFIELD

Uorra Smarr-Uionra New
vand available only fo buyers of

PONTIAC SIX

PRODUCT OF GENERAL MOTORS

In answer to the widespread demand for a low-
priced six of ultra-smartness, all Pontiac Six
body types have been made available with
special sport equipment.

Six wire wheels in attractive colors —two sparce
with chrome-plated clamps cradled in fender
wells—a folding trunk rack . . . all are included
at a slight increase in price.

On no other six of comparable cost is this ultra.
smart and ultra-new equipment obtainable . , ,
just as no other low-priced six provides the
inherent style advantages of Bodies by Fisher
.nd the performance superiorities of a 186 cu.

in. engine with the G-M-R cylinder head. The
price is only $95 extra. Investigate this excep-
tional “buy” today.

! Sedan, ’?-ﬂ'r Coupe, 8745 Sport Roadster, ’?41r

Ph
5 (s t e clltn}. +Door Sedan, $8
Sﬂhu. 78. A‘lmrl I American Six, ! m'u"'
lees ot factory, Check Oaunnd Pontiac deliver
o lude lmu handling charges. (ieneral Motors Timae
Payment Plan available a minlmum rate.

W.R. DAWSON

Main Street, Springfield
WAR TAX REMOVED, DELIVERED PRICES REDUCED




