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INTRODUCTION

Archibald Beanett, wealthy bach-
elor, travels constantly in the interest
of his heaith. He meeth Isabel Perry,
who recommeonds a life of crime, ad-
venture, romance and excitement &s
a cure for his nerves. Archie goes to
Bailey Harbor to investigate a sum-
mer house for hia sister. A
storm forces him to spend the night
there. During the night he is awak-
ened by footsteps, and in an encounter
with the intruder, who sees Archie’s
figure reflected in the mirror and
shoots. Archie fires in return, wound-
ing the intruder, who makes his es-
eape. Archie plans flight to evade
publicity. He starts cross-country
afoot in the night. At dawn he is
stopped on a lonely country road by
“The Governor,” master-mind eriminal

who mistakes him for a fellow crimi- |

pal. Archie, fleeing, is afraid to tell
the truth—{alls in with “The Gover
por,” is whisked across country in &
stoden car. Sees story in Newspaper
of killing at Bailey Harbor and,
frightened, he decides to say nothing
Pput stick with his strange friend and
await developments. At Concord, N.
H., Archie cemes upon Isabel Perry at
the hotel desk but she refuses to
recognizse him. The Governor, by a
clever plan, switches stolen money for
good money. Archie used as decoy—
making love to niece of agent semnt to
meet ecceatric Congdon here next
day. Archie and the Governor drive
away without creating suspicion and
speed acroses the state to deliver the
$60,000 to train-robber Leary at Walk
er's farm, where Archje gets new In-

gight inte workings of the crime |

world. At the first opportunity Walk-
er's daughter appeals to Archie to
help her elope with a young tarmhand
He decides to assist, cutting away

from the Governor and taking

heavy |

the !

couple across state in & wikl aight
ride Archie sees Sally onto the train—
Now read on.

———

Archie laid to his soul the flattoring
gnction that Abijah was jealous. Justi-
fication of this suspicion was support
ed by the bridegroom's sudden anxiety
to depart out of Vermont with the ut-
most expedition Archle had every
inentio: of ordering as gorgeous a
breakfast as Bennington's best hotel
could provide but Abijah promptly
vetoed this suggestion and they ate
at a lunch counter, which Archie
tound a most disagreeable proceeding
Abijah left Sally and Archie eating
scrambled eggs while he set forth
to acquire information about traina
Hé returned while they were still at
| the counter to report that a train was
immediately available His
| haste annoyed Archie, who hated be
ing burried at his meals. At the sta-
| tion Abijah hung about the baggage-
room, where he had no business what
ian-r. as though trying to create the
| impression that he was traveling
| alome. When the train came along he
|clunbod into the asmoker with his own
|h-|. leaving Archie to assist Sally
! into the chair car

“Abijah’'s Just a lit
might have telephon ou know, or
be coming after us. He'll move in
here when the train starts.”

“1 don't like to leave you like this.™
said Archie mournfully

“Oh, it will be all right” Sally
anscwered bravely. “Abijah’s nervous:
that's all. That was certainly some
ride we had last night. [ hope you'll
go up to the hotel now and get a good
| sleep.”

| “Oh, I'll look out for that” Archie
\

' almost

afraid pog

';erIIvrl
“] suppose we'll hardly meet again,”
with a dejection which he

lht' said

hoped would elicit a promise of far
ther meetings

“Pm afrald it will be a long. long
time before | see you." she sald with
a lingering tenderness and wistful-
ness.

“] hope you are golng to be wvery
happy, Sally. And 1 shall think of
you always as you were last night.
| shall never forget our talk by the
brook.”

“Neither shall L” she murmured
Her lashea were wonderful; mnot tn
that
her lashes.

Belated passengers were now brush
ing past them in the alsle. The con-
ductor, walking briskly along the plat
form. shouted all abroard with haeart
less finality. It seemed like the volce
of doom to Archile

“Bood-bye, Sally!”

He put out his hand, but with a
quickness that took his breath away
she flung her arms round his neck and
kissed him. The touch of her hand
by the brook under the stars was
as nothing to this. Two young girls
seeking seats giggled at the frankness
| and heartinesa of the salutation. In
| old times arvhw would have perished
with humiliation; but an overwhelm-
ing joy flled his soul The giggles of
bread-and-butter misses who knew
| nothing of life and love were beneath
his notice. Sally’s arms Wwere still
about his neck, her lips were parted
expectantly

“You must go, honey,” she whisper:
or and his kiss fell like a punctuation
upon her last delectable word

If she hadn't given him a gentie
push toward the door he might never
have reached the vistibule. Another
| person who shared his haste to leave
the train materially asslsted him by
| gentle pressure to the platform Hin
‘hr;nn whirled from the intoxication

moment had he done justice tol

it Sally's kiss—indeed the two kisses,
| or apecific ally the kisa recelved and
he kiss returned, Hut his exaltation
| 'was of brief duration, for there beslde
:hlm stood Isabel like an accusing
iun;ut. sovere and Implacable. It was
! she whose gentle impulsion had ftacl
!Itatrd his exit from the parior car,
and beyond question she had witness
‘.-‘l the kisaing, & disagreeable clrcum:
| stance that fell smotheringly upon his
cestatic mood

CHAPTER IX,

“You were on that train!” he ex
{ claimed ; the most fatuous of guews
| tions and the poorest possible opening
for a conversation
| “1 thought | had made is sufMciently
I1,|lnm at Portsmouth that | resent your
| following The meeting there
| might have been by accldent, but see
Ing you here | am convinced-—I am
convinced that you are spying on me!”

“PBut, Miss Peery—"

“1 shoud think™ wshe Interrupted,
“that knowing or suspecting what |
am trying to do you would show me
some conskleration”

] “But | can explain; really 1 can
explain It you will give me a moment-"

“l understand perfectly that but for
me you shouldm't Ve loitering here!
| And you practically acknowledged at
Portsmouth that you were interesting
yourself in the affairs of the Cong
dona!”™

“We are playing at cross purposes
quite unneceasarily,” protested Archie
“Why not confess just what your In
is in that family?* [ told you
quite plainly at Portamouth that 1 had

me!

teroest

reason to believe | had shot Pulney
Congdon at Balley Harbor! DPut for
the courage you put Im my heart 1

rhould never have done that'”

“If you did that you have ruined
everything. A dastardly act for which
1 hope yu will pay the full pendity of
the law!"™

This was wholly unreasonable and
quite beside himself he shook hia
Anger in her face.

“You seem to forget that you ad
vised me to flout the law;
the things | have been doing. roving,

sald, “and you may have all the satis
taction you can get out of your inter
ference, your Intrusion upon affairs
of, the greatest delicacy, in which my
assistance and my honor are pledged
That car standing yonder belongs to
me and before | lesve | want you to
walk away from here as rapldly as
possible and not turn you heoad!'”

He did not even confirm her state

to do Just |

the world, shooting and plundering'” |
“Everything has gone wrong,” she !

ment as to the propinquity of the car, ¢

but crossed the platform with the
ereafallen atr of a child In disgrace
He knew nothing save that he waas

enormonusly tired and he went to the
hotel and crawled wearily Into bed
. L] L] -

He was setting on the eodge of the
bed when a gently Insinuating knock
caused him to start

“Come!"

“Come!"™

The openvd
enough to permit a man's head to be
thrust in, A face wearing an amus=d
smile, a familiar face but the last he
cxpected to see, met his gaze

“Mist!™

The Governor widened the op-pning
in the door and squeesed through

door slowly, wide

“My dear Archie'” he exclaimed as
he locked the door, “how infnitely
relioved 1| am! 1 waa afrald some
harm had befallen you, but to find

you hore safe and sound filla my heart
with gratitude.”

He fAung down his cap and linen
duster, chose a chalr by the window
and seated himaelf with a little sigh.

“1 hope,” Archie ventured timidly,
“that you came alone?

“Oh, yoa; I'm alone! Truat me
for that; but my friend Walker waa
not easily shaken. And his provoca
tion! O my boy, his provecation to
justifiable homicide and all that sort
of thing!"

“Well, 1 only did what 1
was right™
Iy -
quences.”

“Splendid, my dear Archle, to see
how beautifully you rose to the situa.

thought
Archle declared dogged-
wasn't welghing

the conse

tully to you generous heart!
has been any error It s mine. |
shogld have known from the way you
played up to the Seebrook girl that
you were far (oo susceptible
trusted with women. The error ia
mine; not yours, Archie; 1 don't
blame you & particle. Sally ls a win
some lass; she has & way with her,
that girl!"™

“It you don't mind,” sald Archle
with dignity, “we'll stop talking noa-
What happened ™
a littie curfious

Sense

“Just you, As
to what followed you amazing breach
|of hospltality? Ran with =a
pretty girl, assisted In marrying her
to an undesirable son-in-law, and now
you want to know how the old folks
take it! Oh, Archle, for
nocence you are a wonder!”

are

Aaway

sheer In

“Walker had no rigat to fo.ce a girl

| like Sally to marry an old curmudgeon
| never healtated as to the
should take told

| she hated

ourse | after ahs

to be

me her stor) I'he marriage was i
proper form and I haven't & single
regret!”

What you did, Archie,” the Gover
por resumed paternally, “was L0 MAFTY
Sally, the incomparable, Sally the
divine, to Pete Barney, the diamond
thief.” ©

“You mean—you mean | married

the girl to a crook? gasped Archie

“One of the smoothest in the game’

And Sally knew he was a crook! |
suppose It was the diamonds that
fetched her It you'd looked at his
hands you would have noticed that

he hadn't the paws of an honeat Green
Mountaln farmer Moek-pocket orl
ginally and deft; bul
preclous stones are his Lrue metler
The trifing lttle necklace he had on
when he struck Walker s
Is worth a hundred thousand
He'll have to break It up and sell
am o the usual way and It will ke’
time "~

Archie sank upon the bed, he had
done a horrivse thing, hardly second tu
murder, and his penitence weighed
heavily upos him

“It doesa’'t seem possible that the
girl woulkd have decelved me!”

marvelously

his person

ool

“We never kmow when they are
going to deceive us, Archie! Sally
hated the farm and was crasy W

escape. She IMted a couple of hun
dred dollars the old man kept under
a plank in the parlor floor-—an em
ergency fund In case he ever had to
run for It A nasty trick, 1 eall It;
most unfilial on Sally's part The
Walkers are crushed by her conduct

And 1 had vouched for you at the

tion—a situation that spoke power | Walkers; It's almost as bad as though
If there | 1 had betrayed them myself

You will
not, of course, make the serious error
of knocking at the Walker door again'
That would be rubbimg It In"”

“l don't want you te think me un

grateful” Archie stammered “The
girl made a fool of me; 1 wsee It all
now!"

“She made a fool of you but you n
turn made a fool of me! And while
I'm not caviling, you will pardon me,
It 1 sugmest that hereafter you
play square with me 1 don't mean
to curb vour personal enterprise, or
set any limit on your Mitle affairs of

son,

the heart Put let's have no mors
foolishness.”
“l haven't a thing to say for my

self!” blurted Archie, who was at the
point of tears. “T was weak, miserably
had no

woak 1 idea that any one
could e as that girl did And It's
not falr for me to stay on with you
! ean’'t ask you to trust me again
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THE FARMERS EXCHANGE
Annual Christmas Offering

For thisoccasion we have
reduced Prices so drastically
that people of small means
can well afford to buy beau-
tiful Christmas Presents for

the whole family.

Compare our Prices with others

and you will find that we

$1.25 Holeproof Silk Hose .

$1.65 Kyzer Silk Hose, S

$1.50 Men's Silk Neckties .............. !

176¢c Men's Sllk Ties

$5.00 and $6.00 Men’s Sweaters ....

$3.50 Men’s Wool Shirts

$4.50 Boys' All-Wool Blazers
$2.60 Men’s Heavy Flannel Shirts
$3.50 and $440 Boys’ Dress and Work Shoes, ... $2.48

" THE FARMERS EXCHANGE

will save you $ $

lipper Heel ..............
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ALL TOYS AT

PRICE
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Santa Claus Headquarters

In Springfield

Shop Early as Stock

Is Limited

$1.50 Women's Felt Slippers

Munsing Rayon Vests .

89c
-89¢

$6.00 and $7.00 Women’s Smart Shoes, $2 98§ to $3.95

$156.00 and $20.00 Women's Silk Dresses

76c Fancy Turkish Towels

$8.95
39¢c

$7.50 Girls’ 156-Inch High Top Boots . 52.98

$6.50 Silk Umbrellas ..................
$8.60 Silk Umbrellas ........

$12.60 Ladies’ Lindenberg Raincoats

$20.00 and $26.00 Ladies’ Coats .
$3.00 Ladles’ Golashes ...
$1.60 Baby Dolls ........

$3.98
$4.98
$5.85

- $13.98
$1.98
79¢

“The Christmas Store
of Springfield”




