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INTRODUCTION

Archibald
elor, travels constantly in the
of his health
who recomimends a life of crime, ad
venture, romance and excitement as
& cure for his nerves. Archie goes to
Balley Harbor to investigate a sum
mer bhouse for his sister. A heavy
storm forces him to spend the night
there. During the night he is awak
sbed by footsteps, and in an encounter
with the intruder, Archie’'s
figure "reflected in and

bach

nterest

Bennett, wealthy

He meets lsabel Perry,

who

a@es

the

mirror

shoots. Archie fires in return, wouad
ing the intruder, who his es
ecape. Archie plans flig o evade
publicity He starts cross-countr;
afoot in the night At dawn he 1is
stopped on a lonely country e ad M
“The Governor,” master-mind crin
who mistakes him for a fellow

nal Archie, fleeing, is

the truth—falls in with T Gover
por.” is whisked across country in a

stolen ¢ar. Sees story in Newspaper
of killing at Bailey Harbor and
trightened, he decides to say nothing

)

LACKSHEEP!

Yy Mervdith Nicholsan

Miusuratiors &y
Law

L -

at resuit And | have

his wife has left Bailey

the house here 8 O

How dare they close that house when

1 was about to pay them a visit?

Seebrook and Walters expressed

their sympathy in mild tones that
roused the olud gentleman to grealer
fury

“Can a whole family be obliterated
and po trace left behind? Is it pos
sible that they've been murdered in
their beds, servanta and a!l and the
police not yet aware of it?

At the mention of urder Archie
began stealthily feeling his way along
the cigar wanter to a water cooler
There seemed to be ne escaping from
the Congdons and ! » was the father
of Putney boldly publishing ¢t th
whole state of New Ham his
fear that his son had 1

The concentration of the hote! staf
upon the transfer Mr. Congdon's
.]-IJKKJ(!‘ to his room left the Govern

but stick with his strahge friend and |

awalt developments. At Concord, N

H., Archie comes upon Isabel Perry at|

the hotel desk bhut she refuses to
recognize him. The Governor, by a
clever plan, switches stolen money for
good moaey. Archie used as decoy—
making love Lo niece of agent sent to
meet eccealric Congdon here Dext
day. Now read oa

—

CHAPTER VI

Whea they reached the dining room
at ten the mext morning they found

and Archie to manage the removal of
their effects to
Seebrook and
sisted, langhing at

tricities

own the waiting car
Walters

Congdon’s

bligingly as

eccen

Seebrook seized the Govermor's kit

bag containing the sixty thousand
dollars and carried it out to the car
The sight of it in Seebrook’'s hand

| gave Archie sensations of nausea that

were not relieved by the grin he de-
tected on the Governor's face
an hour or two at the most
stitution and robbery would be dils-
covered and the country would ring
with the demand for their detention

But the Governor waa carrying off

brook and Walters just finishing |the departure with his usual galety
breakfast. Miss Seebrook was hav-|It was clear that he had made the
ing coffes in her room, her father ex-|most favorable impression upon See-

plained in resaponse
inquiries.

“We're hoping to get away this
afternoon,” he coatinued “It will take
only a few minutes to transact our

business when the man I'm waiting
for appears; be uncertain
quantity, and there's no telling when

he's an

Ne'll show up. But we're having a
good time and 1 shan't mind another
day or two. If only you gentlemen
wou'd bear us company!”

Ah, you are very kind!™ said the
Governor but we must resume our
ramble toward the Pacific We are
more or less dated up for little en
tertainments on the way

Seebrook and Walters lingered in

the office as Archie and the Governor

paid their account As they waited
for their car to be sent round from
the garage a machine drew up and
discharged a short, wiry, elderly man
in a motor coat that was much
large for him He wa i mpanied
b AT norm 1
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eir. Bat I shall rest for a few yur
As A precaution, a mere pr autionar
measuras and be able to meet 1 for
our little busines a t two-thirty
sharp.”
That will suit me perfectly,” re-
plied Seebrook
Archie hung about wa.t
ing for the ¥ or to make his
farewell L the ld  lac and her
granddaughters on whom he had ex
pended his social talents at the dance
Mr. Congdon was quarre!ing with the
rk over the location f the 00
had reserved. Having frightened
i clerk int readjusting the entir
stration to accommodate him, be
lemanded to know whether his son
Mr. Putne mgdon, was stoppir
the house
ired that M Putney Congdon
not in the inn nd 1idn't been
there within the re ection of th«
office staff, the gsenior Congdon ex
ploded violently upon Beebhrook and

Walters

“Things have come to pretty pass
in this topsy turvy world when a man
can't find his own son! For three days
I've been wiring his clubs and all

pthar places he could possible be with-

to Archie's polite : brook and Walters; and in the cordial

handshaking and expressions of hope

! for future meetings Archie joined with

| you men who will do a

the best apirit he could muster. A
cheery good-by caused him to look up
Miss red

Seebrook with a rose °‘n

her hand waved to him from her
window

As he lifted his cap she dropped
the rose with a graceful sweep of the
arm,

Like the o!d stage coach days!'
cried the Governor, applauding
Archie’s catch

He jumped into c(he machine and
Archie scrambled after him. Archie's
last impression of the Inn was the

blur of a waving handkerchief in Mias

Seebrook’s window

“We are a success, my boy'! You
bore yourself marvelouslr well,” sald
the Governor, testing the gears. Ah,

that little touch of the rose

Was worth

all our perils; nothing in my experi
énce was ever prettier than that' A
vely girl; you might do worse if
you were not already plighted. If
ha or down to say good t
w d e been much less sigr
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f I W f
" ’ \ in
' 1 AT 3
A A 1 " §
G r Pu ( ere
Aughed a IWUNE the i round
A sharp corn
Don't you BVe hadn't a
for our safe flight! You must
le to use your eyes There
was one of the hrothe wl of the

road right there In

left. |

i Eave him In

the office when we

structions last
night. He's a sneak thief of consider
able Intelligence who gave me the sign
a® | was pretending to leave for thet
old friend. 1 smuggled
him upstairs to keep watch for me and
he proved himself a fellow of decided
merit

ford

call on my

He'll be hanging round Corn

and as

today the absurd police

will be obliged to make an arrest o

ave their reputations he will put
himself In their way and encourag
the a by subtle means that he
might have been the malefactor
robbed Seebrook’'s trunk and |
Leary's hilla hel nid The

unable to make a case agalr

but he'll probably get thirly da
loitering Then he'll walk out and
draw a thousand dollars fr

our little private banks furth:
| the road for so chivalrons ' :
hiunself into the breach! | can fin4

year's time to
y ?I L] ;.f‘ . ]
fles the public as the zeal of ita pald

save the men higher up

| learned It

Within
the sub- |

makes |t

possible

{ genius like vyou and me o

walk in high places unmolested \
Archie but We

damnable system,

from the greedy trust mag
take the wheel: it just

that you sald you were

nates You
occurs to me
a fair driver.”

CHAPTER VIL

With all his outward candor the
Governor had, Archie found, reserves
that were quite unaccountable. He
let fall alluslons to his past in the
most natural fashion, with an incl
denta! alr that added to their plauail-
bility, without ever tearingz aside the
veil that concealed his origin or the
manner of his fall, If, indeed, a man
who s8¢ jubllantly boasted of his
! nes and seemed to find an Infinite
s fs n and delght in his tur!
tude, could be sald to have fallen
Having mentioned Battleboro as the
point at which they were 1t fo

gather with Red Leary, the Governos

did not refer to the matter again
but chose routes and made detours
without explanation

It was on the second afternoon out

of Cornford that the Governor sudden-

Iy bade Archie, whom he encouraged
to drive much of the time, pause at
A gate

“We linger here, son May 1 sug

gest that you take your cue from me?
Bill Walker is an honest dairyman to
a'l intents and purposes, but really an
old crook who got tired of dodging
sheriffs and bloodhounds and bought
this farm. A sober, industrous family
man, you will ind him, with a wifte
and one daughter. This is one of the

» = L8

he knew whea the guitting was good,

and having salted away a nice little

y fortune accuculated In express hold

ups, he dwells here In and

the

peave

ASHES hat at the meeting houss
i

every Sunday You may be dead sure
.
[ ocracy of our

hat ondy the arist pro

fession have the entree at Walker s
with a pro

A gray-bearded man

mced st p. c¢lad

Al s posed f. the Governor
duced Archi s | of his dear
Archie clasp
toll

seu-ye

friends, and the hand

was undeniably roughened by

Walker mumbled a glad to

Iy looked him over

There was nothing in his speech or
had
been a road agent He assisted
in carrying the
talking tarmer fashion of the weather
The
with the barn In
New England style. In the
and hear

manner to suggest that he ever
them
their trapa to huase,
rops and the state of the roada
house was connected
the usual
kitchen a girl sang cheerily
ing her the

struck an attitude

Governor paused and

The girl appeared at a window, rest- |

ed here bare arms on the sill and
smilingly saluted them with a cheery
“He!lo there!”
“Look upon that pleture!”™ exclalm
{ the Governor, seizing Archie’'s arm
In old times upon Olympus she wa
ip-bearer to the gods, but there hao
‘Sally Walker, and never
ng as when she sits enthroned upon
the milking stool Misas Walker, myv
Id friend, Mr. Com'y, or Archllles
as you will!™
A veyr pretty plcture Miss Walker

the
that

kitchen

immediately

made in
portrait

window, a vivia

enhaneed

Archie's pleasurable sensations In
Anding a haven that promised rest
and security He black halr swept

back smoothly from her forehead and
there was the glow of perfect health
in her rounded cheeks. Archie noted
her dimples and the white even teeth
that made something noteworthy and
memorable in her smile.

“Well, Mr. Saulsbury, I've read all
books you sent me and the
candy was the finest [ ever tasted

those

dayvs and my only surprise |s that he
0 completely falled to give s
falntest dea lva
(8l yuour charm ¥ neffal
bean Gaver: (T |
You'd belter hi
to the 1 1 A i "
al having 1 ) f ¥
idn the veranda a
rose from a hamm kK | Y i
had been reading a new
t ] ' I 1 \
W Iy | "] ¥ il
nprs 1 £ | and v
ATy whispered the (
and aside at mmediately | vl |
him
I'he road has been smooth and t
nky s high sal dthe Governor In

desponse (0 a gqulc k anxlous question

ing of Leary's amall redatlesas oyeos
“Did you find peace In the churches

by the way ! asked Leary

Lo the

peace and plenty,

one of temples we found
ansawered the Gov
ernor as though reciting from a ritua’

lL.eary nodded and gave hitch to his

trousers

You found the watera of (Cham
plain trangull, and no hawks followed
| the landward passage?

“The robin and the blue bird sang
over all the road he anawered then
with a glance at Archle ‘You gave
no warning of the second pligHim

“The bhrother Is young and innocent
but I find him an apt pupil the Govy
ernor explained

1 | her will learn Ar
W I. m ( -|:| nee refmiar L«' l1 14 Ary
and then as though by an afterthought
he shook Archie warmly by the hand

They went into the house where
Mra. Walker, a stout middle-aged wo
man, greeted them efMualvely
“We've got to put you both In ene
room, If you don't mind she explalin
ed, “but there's two beds In It 1
you can make out.”

The second floor room to which

Wh'ker lod them was plainly but neat
ly furnished and the windows looked
out upon rolling pastures. The Gov-
ernor ab'ndonod hia high flown talk
and asked hlunt questions as to recant
visitors, apparently referring to criml
nals who had lodged at the farm. They
talked quite openly while Archle un-

the accepted scheme of things Walker
vl he LdOVer s deepanl Ints
¥ by ling [ thas vimit f "wt
| s dla i thief wh had
| i ol [ YAl |
] 1
] t af L}
\ il
1 Red t
f you fully
¥ I ther i
\ lance al
Arel
Mo b ferred | A confldenca
man by a gentleman of Leary's pro
fonsl A . [ ' Archie a
thrill ' Goverr anawered by
jrawing up his sleeves and golng
through the motions f washing his
hands
The brushing of the hands together
Archie Interpreted as a code sign alg
nifyving mummer and the subsequent
interchang f words he took to be In
quiry and answer as to the danger of
apprehe I He felt that Leary's
altituag t A | I I fris 1l
from that moment Fere wWas some
thing ghast!y in the thought that as
the slaver f a human being he at
tained a certa lignity In the ayes of
men like Leary Hut he became Inter
enled ' WarR NOw
tak hetw Lt thisf and
1 ( {
; . )
i
nt) 1 X uned Ju
how Lea 1d t t had been
recoverad, and the manner in which
the smaller denominations had bheen
convertad Into bhills that could be pass
ed without arousing susph n
Leary phllosaphically stowed the
bi!ls In his clothing
“You're done, are you?' asked the
Governor ‘out of the game?™
“l sure have guit the road,” Leary
answered “The old girl haa got a

few thousands tucked away and 'm
goln’ to plck her up and buy a motion
pleture candy and
shop somewhere In the big
one of those places that freeses up all
winter, so | can have a chance to rest
The old girl has a place In mind

jolnt or a soda

lakes —

best stations of the underground rall “She remembers! Amid all hn']par‘kvd his bag. The testless activity TO BE CONTINUED
road; safe as a mother's arms, and |domestic cares, she remembers! My of the folk of the underworld, their B RIS,
you will Jever belleve you're not the | dear lad, the girl s one in a million!” methods of communication and points Returns From Spokane
favored guest of a week-end party “You'd think Mr. Saulsbury was|of rendesvous seemed part of a vast
Walker's an old chum of Leary's|crazy about me!™ she laughed. “But system and he was ashamed of his H. E. Maxey returned yesterday
They used to cut up In the most r= |he makes the same speeches to every | enormous interest in all he saw and from Spokane where he attended the
prehensible fashlon out West in old girl he sees, doesn't he, Mr. Comly ? | heard The Govertior's cool fashion funera! Tuesday of Mrs Maxey's
times You've probably wondered “Indeed not,” protested Archle, |of talking of the world of erime and brotherin-law E. O. Strand Mrs
what becomes of old crooks. Walker rallying bravely to the Governor's sup Its denizens almost legitimatized it, Maxey will remain in Spokane for a
Is of course an unusual specimen, for 'port. He's been raving about you for made it appear a recognized part of _few days with her sister
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