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*“ItU's ali quite easy,” Gardiner con-
tinued “And If It should fall there
are a dozen other ways jJust s easy.
But we won't lot it fall. We musin't
let It fail, on your account.”

“On my secount? What more ac
count mine than yours?t

“Well, you sce, Harris, no doubt,
has your letter stowed awny Eome-
where, and it would make bad evl
dence for you. 1 don't think It men-
tions me at all. Besldes, 1 know a way
through & pass In these mountalns,
and if it doesn’t turn out right—why,
I'm glad 1 know the way., You see,
I've nothing to lose, and nobody to
worry over me. But it's different
with you, Hiram, You have a wife and
a fine farm down in Manitoba, and It
would be inconvenient for you to slip
awny without notice, So 1 say that
on your account we mustn't let It fall.”

“You didn't say nothin' about that
before, I notlce,” sald Riles,

“You mustn't expect me to do your
private thinking as well as that of the
firm,” Ganliner retorted. *“You had
the facts—why didn't you patch them
together for yourself? You're In a
mess now If things don't go right.
But, a= I sald. I'm golng to stick with
you and see that they do go right.”

They rode slong In sllence In the
gathering darkness. Had they been
able to read each other’s minds they
would have been astonlshed at the co-
incidence of thought., Gardiner was
planning to make away with the mon-
ey when he got out of the bullding.
Why should he divide with Riles—
Riles, who would only hoard It up.
and who had plenty of money already?
Not at all. Riles might sue him for
his share, If he wanted to—and could
find him, to serve notlee! On the oth-
er hand, Riles' slow wits had quick-
ened to the point of percelving that

there lay before him a chiance of mak-
Ing 20,000 justead of $10,000, If he
only had the nerve to sirike at the
strategic moment. When he got -the
Haurrises out of the shack, by hook or |
crook he would leave them and fi'-liu“'J
Gardiner. He was much more than
Gardiner's match In strength and he
had little fear of the revolver, provid-
ed he could take his adversary urm-|
wares, If the worst came to the worst,
and he could not give the Harrlses the
slip, he would tanke them with him, and
they would all come upon Gardiner
red-handed with the loot. Then he
would explain to Harris how he had
discovered Gardiner's plot and frus-
trated t. ® ® ® The |des grew upon
Riles, and he rode slong In & frame of |
mind bordering upon cheerfulness.

It was now qulte dark, and the
horses picked 1helr steps cnrefully
along the hill side tralls. At last Gar-
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Allan Sat Up in a Sudden Cold Chill
of Terror, Had He Been Asleep?

diner drew up and pointed to a heavy
clump of trees, A falut glimmer of
light shone through It,

“That's the shack” he whispered.
“They have a launtern there, We bLet.
ter get off the road and tether our
horses in this coulee.”™

They turned down a narrow ravine
with searce room to walk slpgle file
between the branching trees.  They
tied the horses where the woods elosed
nll nbout them, and theére seemed no
chance of diseavery,
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| wandered from the lantern to the door
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“*Quletly, now,” sald
they stole

Gardiner, as
townrd the old bLullding
*Things seetn to be working out as we
planned, bt we moset make sure of
every detull, so that we ean change
the nttack I tnecessary,™

The two men stole up the rough
roud leading to the hut. The glow of
the lantern came from the bullding,
shining In a long, fuding wedge from
the sashless window, hut seemed
strangely obscure about the door, As |
they npproached this mystery wus re
venled ; o blanket was seen to hang
over the doorwnay,

“That's a good sign.”  whispercsd
Garldner. "“One, or both of them, are
sleeping. That's why they feel the

cold. If they had stayed awake they |
would have bullt & fire and perbaps
walked abont outside.”

They paused for a moment fo listen
The night was moonless and siarry,
except where n bank of clouds came
drifting up from the southwest. A
molst breeze, smelllng of sofr, mnun-:
tiln  snow, gently stirred the trees
about them. But from the shanty no
sound could he discernsl. They ap-
proached nenrer, and still nearer

“Now, you go to the door, and TN
take the window," Gardiner ordered
“Shove the blanket nslde n Nitle and
slze up the sltuation before you spenk
We must make sure they're there, and
there nlone™

Gardiner walted until he saw Riles
fumbling ecarefully with the hlanke!
that hune In the doorwny, Then he
darted quickly to the window,
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While Allan sat In the little eahin he
gradually became oppressed with a
sense of greatl lonellness. From thme |
to time he looked at the face of his
sleeping  father, and suddenly the
knowledge struck him like a knife that |
It was the face of an old man, Allan
could seée plalnly the deepening fur-
rows (n his stroug, stlll handsome face,
As he looked a vast tenderness min-
gl with Lils loneliness: he would
have stooped and caressed him had le
not feared to disturb his slumbers,

He looked upon the sleeplng man
now, with the wealth of a lifetime’s
lubor at his slde, and the bond of trust
and confidence between them seemed
s0 tight It brought the molsture to his
eyes. Ile thought of the pust years;
of thelr lubor on the farm togother—
hard lubor, but always relieved by
thelr comrndeshilp and mutusl ambi-
tions

Hig memory carrled hWim still fur-
ther buck—back to the duys when he
wus a little child, snd In the mirror
of the durkuess he could see his ow L
smnll fgure trudging in the track of
the plow and hanging to the rein ends |
thut dropped from the knot on hils fa- |
ther's ample back. Dack 1o the old
sod shanty, with 1ts sweet smell of
comfort when the snow bent agiinst
the Hitle window nund the wind ronred ‘
In the ratiling stove plpe, and his
mother sat by the fire and plied her
Iying needles. COld lullables stole Into |
his braln; a deep
him, and consclousness fauded thinner

ind thinner loto the sea of the infi- |
nitee, ® & »

pence  compa sset]

Allan sat up In a sudden, cold chill
of terror, Hod he been asleep? What
cold breath of drend had erossed his

jath? Ile was no cownrd: the sense
of fear wans alinost unknown to him,
brut now It enveloped hlm, stifled Ll im, |
el hls teeth chatrering and his limbs

quaking, He bad heard pothing,
nothing, The pun w

Redn
Iils hinnds ns
It bindd Indn when lust he remembered
ity his father pt Ly his pide, and
nenr the wall luy the preclous satehel.
And yet he shook in abhsoluyte
sonlog, unfounded

us In

L, unreg-
terror,  HIs eyes

—to the blanket hanging Hmply in the
door ; and there they stared and stayed
a8 though held In the #pell of o ser-
pent.  Bubeonselously, cortalnly with-
out nny direction of will of his own,
he ralsed the shot gun to hls shoulder
nnd kept 1t tradned on the sugglng
blunket, * * ® The hlaonket secwmed to
move ! It gwayed ot first us though a
Hghit breeze hnd touched It andg yet
not us though u breeze had touched It
The linpulse seemed too far up—ubout
the helght of & man's shoulder, The
blood had gone from Allan's face; he
wns a¥ one In a trance, obeying some
fron law outslde the realin of the will
and the renson, © He cocked his gun
and tightened his finger on the trig-
ger, und wautched, * * ® Apnd then,
#0 pluin that It must have been real,
he suw stealthy fingers feellng thelr
way abrut the blanket,

Then Allan fred,

In un lnstant he was wide aweke,
und wondering terribly what had hap-
pened.  The exploslon blew out the |
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Fevidenee of the oo

lanterm, and the bhullding was In utter
darkness, i father was Cambering
to his feot with “Allan, what Is 1t?
What s 11, AllanY"  The blanker hnd
been torn from e hanglngs ns by B
heavy welght, apd  something was
writhing In It In the doorway. Allan
sprang up and would hinve rushed npon
it, but ln the darkpess he collided with
another man, s Ongers found his
adversaey's nrm and ran up it to his
thront, but before they could fasten In

n futnl grip there was another flash of |

g stabibed him In
wild B sifmnge gur

Hght, and & hot pi
the breanst There
gling in his lungs, & choking In his
thront, n spinning dizziness In s head,
stnggered over the mass In the
nnd fell Intee the night,

window

ne e
doorwny
Gardiner bhnd reached the

| Younger mun by the waist,

Just In time to see Allan's gun trained
|

oti the doorwany., For an Instant he
stood dumbfounds) ; there wns some
thing uncanny I the stght of the young
mon sitting there In stient, absolute
readiness for the attack He drew
buck to warmn Rlles, but he was foo
Inte. At that moment the gun spoke;
there was the sound of o heavy hody
fulllng, and stifled nolses bore ample
urncy of Allan’s
phin.  But even In that moment of un-

Things Hegan to Go Badly With the
Farmer,

certainty Gardiner had not lost
thouzht of thelr purpose, nnd hls quick
eye took In the sleeplng form of John
Harris and the locatlon of the lenther
bug beside the waull, Without an In-
stnint’'s hesimntion he vaulted through
the window nnd, revolver In hand, bes
gan to steal bis wony softly toward the
!3'|-r-‘~=lr‘<>.

He hnd pot taken three
Allan p I god
St R Eere: l 1‘!‘! the

urens when

shaock, hut recoy-
ered hlimself o to find the young
fnrmer's strong fingers elutching for
his throat. It had been no part of
Gardiner's plan that there should be
bloodshed In the carryving out of the
robbery, bot he was o mnn of qulck
decision, who accepted conditions as
Le found them, * * * A slight pressure
on the trigger, and Allan fell, coughe
ing, through the door,

CGiardiner retalnes) hiy sense of loens
thon, and slpn sllently to the wall,
Hurria was 1 .-I ng uhbout the
floor In 1'!.-!' durkness, erving, “What 1s

[ 1t, Allan For God's sake, what has

l[|lio[o'.' Are you shot 7"

and for his

own nalse he could not hear Gurdiner's |

stealthy movenwents,  Gardiner's Lhinnd
fell on 8 log of the wall, and hls keen
filngers traced thelr own way along L
Flye steps, bhe Jodged, and the bag
would he nt hig feet At the fifth step
his toe touched ohlect on the floor;
e leaned over and ralsed the !-Illl!"
In his hnnid.

By this thoe hils eyes had responded
to the Intense durkness, nnd e could
discern a1 sguure of grayer gloom
where the admitted the nlght,
He moved rupldly aod silently toward
it, but plmost with the last step his
foot slipped through a broken spot on
the floor, and he staggered and fell,
The revolver waus throwo from hils
grusp, hut he wis nble to plich the bag
through the window as bhe crashed to
the Hoor,

The sound arrested Harrls, and be-
fore Gardiner could extricubte hlmself
the furmer was upon hlm, At first he
seemed to think It was Allan, and felt
about In the darkness without atiempt-
ing 1o defend himself, This gave Gare
diper an opportunity ; he was ahle to
clngp hls arms sbout Huorrls' shins,
and, with a qulck turn of the Lody,
enst hls odversury headlong to the
floor, At the sume moment he freed
himself from his entanglement and
made npnother dash for the window.

But Hurrly, still numbed from his
henvy sleep, now reallzed that somae
kind of tragedy had occurred, and
guessed enough to belleve that Allan
wis a vietim, From hls prostrate po-
gitlon, with one powerful leg he Inter-
rapted Gordiner’s flight, and the next
maoment the twoe men were rolling on
the floor In vuch other's ars, Har-

wi Iulu'
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rin was much the stronger man of the
two, but Gardiner was active and had
some skil In wrestiing, Pestdes, Tne
tix had heen tnken wholly by surprise,
and hod oo 1deas who his antagonist
wins, whille Gardiner had full knowl-

eidge of all the circumstancos, nnd the I

pirugele was lesx uneven than might
have been supposd.  Inwardly cursing
the luck that had thrown the revolver

|
from hie hinmd, Gardiner sought in the |

pdversary’'s throat,
Harris, seizing the
e hiln
bodllly from the flooar and ermshed him
down ngndn upon 1, but the next In-
giant Gardiner hiad one of his hands in
hoth of his, snd, Lringlog his kove
down with grent force on Harrls' el
how, compelled him, at the risk of A
broken arm, 1o turn fMmee downwnards
ati the floor, Gardiner agnin wrenched
violently to bhreak free, but Harris
grip was too much for him. so with the
Qulvkness and flll} of u tiger he threw
himself upon the farmer's bick and
wrnpped hls free arm about his throat,
With his air partially cut off Harris
relensd the grip of hix other hand,
and Gardiner lnstantly took advnbtage
of this move to bring both arms to
bear on Hareds' throat, Things began
to go badly with the farmer: face
downwurds on the floor, he was unable
to shake his adversary off, and wids
loging strength mpldly with his chok-
ing. Gardiner po longer sought an
opportunity to break away; his blood
was up and he was In the Aght to the
finish, ruled ot last by his heart In-
stend of his head. Jhad he heen con.
tent merely to retnin his preseat ad-
vantage unconsclousneas would soob
hnve overcome hils vietin, but he tried
to Improve hiw grip, and the attempt
proved disastrous. His thumb, seek-
Ing better vantage, fell Into Harrls'
gnsping mouth, Harris was no more
depraved than most of mankind, buat
when fighting for life, nnd choking to
dJeath In the hinnds of an unknown en

dnrkness for his

Nnose, oF CcYes

emy, he was rendy to selze any advan
| s

tnge, npd  with n  grest effort he
hrovght his Jaws together upon the In-
truder
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full foree Into him, e |

roftten |

| Inw provides that
| nnd  vilee
members will follow In succession,— |
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Talleyrand's Conum. for Visit to the
“Wild West" Astonished Those
Whe Saw IL
Talleyrand, the witty Frenchiman
whose -Imr'- nid polnted sallles kept
Parls elther winelng or laughing, once
made o visit to Amerlen In the days
before he luld aside the bisoop's lawn
und purple for the robes of n minister
of stute, And while In this couutry he
mode a visit Into the Wild Wenst,
which In those duys could be found In
Ohlo, A friend chanced upon him In
New York and was invited to break-
fust, nnd after the menl wns concluded
Talleyrand withdrew to his bedroom
and donned the sult In which he pro-
posed to adventure Into the wllder-
ness. Even o those days New York
hond begun to draw sartorial distioe
tlons, and the friend, who wna [Ia-
mdiinr with the modes of dress In this
niew country, wus astonnded almost to
speechiessness when Talleyrand
stepped from his bedroom elnd In full
driess of o backwoodsman of |..- cons
tury hefore, The bishop hnd thrown
off Lis rharchly gnrmenta  for the
fringed buckskln lirviachien and ecaon-
gklu enp of the earllest of Americn’s
ploneers, Where and  how he had
achleved the costume wns a mystery
yot he saw nothing ridiculous In It, was
in fact detighted with It and thus elad,

departed for the wilds of Amerlena,
Lake's Pecullar Migration,

Nenr Valdosta, In Georgin, thera s
a loke three miles long nnd three
quirters of & mile wide, with an aver-
nge depth of twelve feet of water,
which disnppenrs every three or four
venrs und then comes haek agaln, It
dlsappenrs Into peturnl subterranenn
[HASHIL KOS, taking two or three wgeks
in the process and leaving n beautd-
ful sandy bosin After n month or s
the witer heglns to come back, nnd In
n couplo .nf woeeks It 1s the same old
Inke,

Funeral Arrangements,
Teacher—What 18 the presidential
gucession law, John?
John—tha presidential  suceesslon
If both president

president dle the enblnet

Hoys' Life.

Enlightenment.

“1s this speech-making tour of yours |

a eampaign of education?' *I1 dont
know how It strikes the avdlences,”
replied Senator Sorghum, “but I must
admit that I om learning a few
things."

Booze In Baby's Bottle,
Magnzine Story—Ille was an only
won, His father, heavily nleoholle,
had dled fn his fofaney from pneus
monlg “tontracted doring B spree,.—
Hoston Trunseript,

The value of the nrgon gas In the
wir wos not konown until s Introdue-
tlon Into eldcirie lamps recently.

The womin who never sheds a tear
og account of g wan doesn’t love blm

| Amerique! We
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BOY
SCOUTS

C -
' (A
(Conducted by Nablopnl Councll of the
Iy M in of Am Wi

LEAVES FOR WOHK II'| FRANCE

Lorne AN Ilarciny director of the
natlonal council, depmriiment f 1
cution, BPaoy Scouts of At i, lhas
pnenln heon lojned for the simemer o
the Amietlomnm committes for devnst ghavil
Frunee of which Miss Anne Morgnn
In clintrinnn Mr. Lrcing QRIS B O]
Franve In May apd will there direct
Nve scottlt cuinge Thin wirk In proy
ing n notable contribution ta the ap
bullding of warstrivken Franos An

Mr. Barciay i In his recent report
“These bovs lived o rulned  homes
they have been out of school for five

years; there Is no place for them (o
fnd companionship o thelr sillages
unless they go to the wine shiops

They have suflfered so much that they
are undeveloped physically and mentnl
Iy, yet they ernve good wholesome edu
entlon and recrention, They only ask
the chanee 1o grow Into muanhood with
all the best seout deals of courage
self denlul, honesty and  endurapes

Muany boy scout troops In the Uni
tedl Stntes hinve contributed £25 each
which means thut cuch troop will have
un s guest pt ope of the camps, B
French hoy, who will not only galn
umensurubly hilmself by the
ence, hut who wil alsa go hole onr

CXHT

rylng the messpge of sconting witl
him to reach ather boys wnd the com
nitnity
—_
| |
"
1S

Lorne W, Barclay.
.h by

witer from thie

Thisx Is what a Frend scout
wrialee lust

Connplirgne ;

CHIngy nt

“Whnt I ntm learnlng s worth the
snerifiee your et hi I kD
from the work In the Neld, 1 wl

hinrder when 1 go liome
o

wiork nll the
bat B st s ke
In our villuge 1o,

“And they
Amerienn scounts thnt have
possible Vive ln Frapes and vive |

n Sceout « every boy

know that It Is
mnde this

must

never salute our Nag
without seelng o Imagination the slnrs
uu Hiripes of floating

lrisslide our own!

nnothier Hog
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SAVE.THE-FOREST CAMPAIGN.
As soon o President Havding ap-
pointed Moy 22 lo 28 as Forest Proes
ervutlon week, the Boy Scouts of
Amwerien  lmmedliiely  offered  thelr
services In promotion of the cuuse to
which they have all along been defl
nitely committed, When the
tary of agriculture wrole requesting
1he cooperntion of the organizoation
the nuntiounl counctl, through Its chief
ACoul execulive, gladly pnecepted the
task und urged ity scout lenders all
over the country to get busy at once,
The plan ls to have every scout troop
promise to plant Lees und care for
them, as many have been dolug for
some Yeurs puast, Lo sprend forest fire
prevention propagnuca throughout the
country oud gel ns eany people ns [os
sible I and out of the scoul move
ment wetively enlisted In this hopors
Ul Clse
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