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CHAPTER ) X—Continued,

. -—15——
“Hiram, 1 told you you had no Im-
agination. Walt a moment. Now,

suppose ‘that kome strange eccentric
chap owns one of these coal limlts,
He llves up In the mountains, & Kind
of hermit, but we fall In with him and
offer him $40,000 for his limit, worth,
gay, $£300,000, or more If you feel like
it. He says, ‘*All right, but mind 1
want the money in bills, and you'll
have to bring It out to me here)  Now
can you think of anything?"

“Haurrls don't know nothin' about
conl,” protested Riles. “He wauldn't
bite at anythin' like that"”

“Your faith has been neglected as
well as your lmagination. You've got
to paint It to him so's to get him In-
terested. That's all, Our business is
to get Harrls, with the money In his
wallet, started up Into those moun-
talns. It's mighty lonely up there,
with timber wolves, grizzly bears,
preciplces, snow slides, and tralls that
lead to nowhere, and If Harris Is un-
fortunate—well. he's unfortunate”

The plan gradually penetrated Riles’
slow-working mind. At first It numbed
him a little, and his face was a strange
color as he furned to hig companion,
and sald, In a low volce, "Ain't U
risky? What If the pollce catch on?"

“They won't. They're all right for
cleaning up a rough house, but don't
cut any fgure In fine art work like
we'll put over. 1 tell you, Rileg, It's
absolutely safe. The main thing I8 to
gee that he has the money In bills;
anything else would be risky and lead
to trouble. Then this fellow that's
supposed to own the mine must be
kept In the background. We——"

“But who does own the mine?”

Gardiner mode a gesture of exnas-
peratlon. “You don't get me, Hiram.
Nobody owns the mine. That part of
it's all a myth—a falry tale manufac
tured becnuse we need it. But Harrls
mustn't find that out—not, at any
rate, until It's too late. Then If any-
thing ever does leak out, suspiclon will
be directed toward some mysterious
mine owner, and the police will be
wearing out shoe leather hunting the
eracks In the foot hills while you and
I are taking In the slghts of Honoluln
or Bouth Amerien. We'll quletly make
an appolntment for Harris to meet the
mine owner somewhere up In the hills,
We'll direet him where to go, and
leave It at that. Of course, we won't
go with him; we'll have other busl
ness about that time."™

Riles looked at Gardiner with frank
edmiration. It seemed so simple now,
nnd in his growing enthuslasm he felt
that he would have little difficulty In
persunding Harris to ralse all the eash
possible and bring it with him. And
it seemed so safe. As Gardiper sald,
the mountains were full of danger,
and if something should happen to
Harris—well, he would be unfortu-
nate; but lots of other people had been
unfortunate, foo,

Gardiner tumed hils team down a
slde rond, forded the river, cllmbed a
steep, slippery bank, and drew up be-
slide a cluster of ranch bulldings shel-
tered with cotton woods and spruces.
Az the team, In thelr long, steady trot,
swung up beside the stobles, an alert
young fellow eame quickly out and
busled himself with the unhltching.

“Guess you ought to know our vis-
ftor, Jim, shouldn't you?' sald Gardl-
ner. “Another Manitoban chasing the
free land." .

Travers at once recognized Riles and
extended his hand, *"“Well, Mr. Riles,
we weren't looking for you here, al-
though I suppose | shouldn't be sur-
prised, for there was some talk of
your coming west before I left Plaln-
ville. How's everybody? Harrlses
well, 1 hope?”

“Guess they're well enough, but get-
tin' kind o' senttered for a famlly
group. Beulnh lit out when you did—
but I guess I can't glve you no Infor-
mation about that.”

The smile did not depart from Trav-
ers’ face, but If Riles had known him
as well a8 he should he would have
geen the sudden smoldering lHght In
the eye. But the young man answered
guletly, I saw Beulah the day 1 left
Plalnville, and 1 understood she was
golng west on & visit. She lsn't back
yet?"

“Innocent, aln't chuh?' sald Riles,
in & manner Intended to be playful,
“It's all right; I don't bluine you. Beu-
lah's a good girl If a bit highfalutin,
an’ & few years' roughln’ It on the
homestead'll take that out of her.”

But Jim had dropped the harness
and stood squarely faclng Riles, Thé
smile still lingered on his lps but
even the heavy-witted farmer saw that
he had peen playing with fire. Rlley

was much the larger mun of the twe,
but bhe was no one to court cowmbat
unless the odds were overwhelmingly

In his favor, He carried a sear across
his eye as n constant reminder of his
folly In having once before invited
trouble from a younger man.

“What do you wean? demanded
Travers. “Put It In English.*

But Gurdiner Interposed. “Don't be
too sensitive, Jiin," he sald. “Riles
has forgotten his parlor manners, but
he doesn't mean any harm.  You
weren't Insinuating anything, were
you, Hirac ™

“Course not,” sald Riles, glad of an
opportunity to get out of the difMieulty
without 8 direct apology. *No offense
Intended, Jim. DBeuloh's all right, an'
you're all right, an’ that's what I al-
ways sald.*

Travers wag not In the least de
celved ax to Rlles’ high-mindedness,
but he reallzed that the man was the
guest of his employer, and he decided
not to press the polyg. OGardinec and
Riles went to the house, and Jlm
presently saddled his own horse and
rode out on the pralrie. He had al
ready lunched, and It was Gardiner's
custom to cook for himself when at
home.

Inside, the two men were soon seat-
¢d at a menl which Gardiner hastily
but deftly prepared. [hey ate from
plates of white ennmeled ware, on a
board table covered with ofl cloth, but
the food was appetizing, and the man-
ner of serving It much more to Riles'
liking than that to which he had been
subjected for some days. The ment
wag fresh and tasty; and the bread
and butter were all that could be de-
slred, and the strong, hot tea, with-
out mllk but thick with sugnr, com-
pleted a meal that was In every way
Lantisfactory,

Itiles” eyes, when not on his plate,

The log walls were hung with memen-
toes, some of earller days and some
of other lands, and throughout the big
room was a strange mixture of ele-
gance nndd planinness, At one end were
rows of shelves, with more books than
Riles bad ever seen, nnd above stood
a swall plece of statunry worth the
price of many bushels of wheat,

After the mesl Gardiner drew a
couple of chalrs up to the table, opened
8 drawer, and produced writing mate-
rinls. “We cun't get a letter away to
Harrls any too soon. So hiteh your-
gelf to that pen there and let us see
what kiod of a Lhand you are at fe-
tlon.”

Riles would ratheér have done a
day's work In the field than write a
letter but Gardiner Insisted It must
be done by him, Much of the nfter-
noon wus spent In the struggle, and
Gardiner's fertlle lmagination had to
be appealed to at several eritlenl
points. DBut at last the letter was
completed. It ran os follows:

“John Harris esq

“planvil man
“sir | tnke up my pen to let you no that
{ am sll well hoppin this will find you
the same well this Is a grate contry
thelr is sure a blg out ov doors well
mr Harris | think | see something here
& hole lot better than 8 years on a
homstead homstepds Is all rite for men
that Hasunt got sny mony but a man
with sum mony ean do better | wisht |
Had sold my pinse before | left |
could ov done well here thelr 18 lots
ov chantez to make blg mony thelr is
an man here owns a cole mine he In
what they cal Xsentrik He Is a Her-
mitt and lives tn the Hills His mine Is
wurth 000008 but he dont no It He
will take BOOOOS for It and we can sell
it rite awny for perhaps 6000008 1
think we should tanke this up It Is a
graute chants If you will sell your plase
rite away and bring all the mony you
ecan then | will sell mine for the bal-
lupns be sure and bring all the mony
you can if you dont Hke the cole mine
there Is lots of other chantez they will
make you rich and bring the mony In
bills pot chex becnuse He wont take
chex becafs He Is Xsentrik thelr Is a
mun here sals His frend In new york
would pay 6000008 for the cole mine If
he wus here and He Is sending Him
word so Hurry and let us get holt ov It
furst then we'll sell It to Him and
moke a killlng dont fale,
“your obedyunt servunt
“HIRAM RILES."™

Gardinper read the letter carefully,
suppressing his amusement over Riles'
wrestlings with the lapgunge, and
finally gave his npproval,

“Now, you must make a copy of It."
he suld. “Ii's only business to have a
copy, Thot wus a fine touch of yours
nbout golpg back to sell your own
furm. | opelleve you have some im-
sgluntion after all, If U only had a

chance to sprout.”
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were busy taking In the surroundings. |

Riles prutested abont the labor of
making a copy, but Gardiner lnsisted,
and at lnst the work was completed,
The. sound of © galloping hoofs was
heard outside, and n cowhoy from n
nelghboring ranch called at the door
to nak If there was anything wanted
from. town, “Here's your chanes te
mall your letter,” Gardiner called to
Rilea with unnecessnry loudness, “Mr,
Rileg dropped In here to write a lot-
| ter,” he exphiined to the rider,

Havipg with much difficalty folded
his epistle unth 1t could be crumpled
mto an envelope, [les sealed, stumped,
nnd addeessed 1L and o moment Inter
the dust was rising down the trall as
the cowboy bore the fatal missive to
town. The die was cast; the match
had been set to the tinder, and the
fire must now burn through to a Hin-
ish, let It scorch whom It would,

Gardinér took up the copy, folded It
enrefully, and put It In his pockel
book. “Now, AMr. Riles” he sald.
“we're In for this thing, and there's
no backing out. At lesst you're In
for It. You have sent a letter, In your
handwriting, such as 1t s, to Harris,
and I have a copy of It In your bhand
writing, In my pocket. If this thing
ever gets out these letters will make
good evidence”

CHAPTER X,

The Gamblers.

Harrls found scime ditfienity In pro-
viding thut affalrs of the farm would
proceed satisfactorily during his ab-
sence, but at last 1hey were arranged,
if not exactly to his lking, at least Ina
manner that promised lHitle loss It

moment of headstrong passion quite

Would Rather Have Done a

Riles
Day's Work In the
Write a Letter,

Field Than

without precedent In his experlence of
ber, had determined upon o visit Just
nt the time when she wus particularly
needed st home, If Harrls bad been
quite falr he would bave remembered
that there hnd been no time In the Inst
twenty-five yeurs when she had not
been needed utl home, and the present
geension wos perhaps no less oppor-
tune for her visitthgn many others
The bired moan, In conslderntion of
having no fleld work to do, finaliy con
sented to milk the cows nnd deliver the
milk dally to Mra. IRtiles, who would
convert It into butter—for n conslder-
atlon of 86 much per pound. To his
good nelghbors, the Grants, Harrls
turned for assursnee that shoold he
and Allan be delayed ou thelr trip, or
should the harvest come In enrller than
expected, nmple steps would be tuken
to garner It
Bo, with

these arrangements com-

was most unfortunute that Mary, In a |

l i L The

il | 1s 1ts principle:

plete, the tarmer and his won drove
inte Plainellle obe fne bright moruing
at the end of July, rendy for thelt trst
long trip into the New West, Indeed,
It ownn Allnn's first long Journey soys
where; an excursion to Winnipeg at
the time of the sunmmer exhibition had
been the lmit of his experimee of
travel, and (he hard work of the far
Lud not yet extiguished the young
mwan's desire for novelty and excite
ment,

Hurris got off .t the rallway station
ta buy the tickets; Allan went Lo the
post office on the «id chance of avy
letters awnlting  dellvery, and  the
hired man turted the horses home
ward, The statlon ngent was thread-
Ing his way through hix car report, and
remnined provokingly unconsclous of
Harrls' presence nt the ieket window,
The farmer took no palns to concen)
bis Impatience, coughing and shuffling
ebviously, but 1t was not untll the Inst
box-car had been duly recorded that
the agent delgned to recognlze L § eX-
Istence,

“Nothing for you from—," heo said,
mentioning the mull order house from
which Harrls made most of his pur
chnses

“Well, I didn't expect anythin'"™ re
torted the farmer, “although you're
Just aw lkely to hnve It when 1 don't
as when 1 do, How much Is a ticket
to Calgury?"

*You got the land fever, too?" the
agent asked, as he consulted his tar
iffs. “HRiles went up the other day.
You'll be making a cleanup on the
cheap land, 1 suppose. But | tell you,
Harris, If I'd a farnn ke yours you
| couldn't pry me off It with a pinch-bar,
No more worries for little Willle, and
I'd lenve the free land ta those that
haven't got any—like myselr,”

“Worry !" wported IHarrla,  “What
do you worry about? You get your
pay, whether It freezes or halls or
shirivels up with one of these Dakota
scearchers.”

The ngent thought of the plles of re
ports on his table, but ns he thumped
the stamp on the tickets he answered,
“Oh, 1 worry over the Monroe doe
trine. He left the {armer counting
his change, and turoed to his reports
“Another money-grubber gone crnzy
| with the hent,” he muttered, *I1f I'd
his wad wouldn't 1 burn this wire with
| ope hot, short sentehee 1™

(TO BE CONTINUED)
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Operation of Microphone.
microphone I1s nppiled to fhe
| detection of fire duip In mives, This
If sound waves from
two pipes of equal pitch Impinge on
microphones connected In series with
a telephone, a clear note 1s heard, but
if one of the pipes emits a slightly
different note hents will be heard In
the telephone. Here In the applica-
tlon: One plpe Is placed In the mine,
the other anbove the ground, and they
are blown simultnneously. 1f the alr
In the mine Is charged with fire damp
It will produce a different note from
that produced by clear alr, owing to
the difference of density, and, In con-
sequence, n serles of bents In the teles

of fire damp.
very sensitive to the presence of cosl
gur.—New York Sun and Herald,

The Passion for Haste,

A Japunese baron vislted the Uni-
versity of Callfornin, and on leaving
was put abourd a partly filled loeal
car,

At the Junction the party transforred
to n much-crowded through enr. Jap-
anese courtesy wenthered the test so
far as mangers went, bot the baron
could not resist the question: “Why
Md we leave the comfortable ear for
this one, which is 8o crowded T

He was told: “Oh, we savé (we
minutes getting Into Ban Franclsco®

“Ah, sald he, “and what will we do
with the two minutes?”

Don't get the ldea under your hat
that other people think as much of
you as you think of yourself,

NATIONAL FLOWER OF FRANCE

Iris, or Fleur.de-Lls Was Originally
Called the Fleur.de-Louls—Valued
for Its Medicinal Purposes.

The iris, or the fleur-de-lis, 18 the
patlonal flower of France. IL was
originally called the feuvr-de-Louls.
The nnclents vaulued It bhighly for me-
dicinal purposes, A powder made from
the root, mixed with honey, wgs used
for broken bones, and it was niso con-
sidered beneficial for snake and scors
plon bites, A wvaluable perfume and

oll was nlso obinlned from the Iris,

The legend as to how the Nower re-
celved Ity name goes back to the
Greeks, Irls was the messenger of
the gods, and the ralnbow was dedl-
cated to her, On her birthday, Juno
invited all the flowers to celebrate

the oceasion, They all came In
thelr prettlest frocks, Among them
were three.  slsters, gorgeously

dressed In gowna of purple, yellow and
red, and who were unknown, Bince
they had no name, they were called
Irls, becnunse thelr gowns were the
color of the rninbow.

Bince Irls was the messenger of the
gods, and conducted the souls of dead
women to their Aoal resting place, the

e — e —

Girecka decorated the graves of thelr
women with purple iris,

This flower was widely used In old
Egyptinn  architecture. It signlfied
power nnd eloguence to the Egyptinnsg,
and was, therefore, enrved on the brow
of the Sphinx, and ypon the scepters
of thelr kings,

The Horse of Thirty.Flve,
Study of the relation between the to
tal lexgth of life nnd the tiine required
to reach moturity has brought out an
Interesting comparison between men
and horses, A horse at five yeare old
I8 suld to be, comparatively, as old an a
mnn at twenty, and doubtiess may be
expected to behave, according to
equine standards, after (he manoer of
the avernge college student following
human stondards, A ten-year-old
horse resembles, 8o far as age and ex-
perience go, a man of forty, while a
horse that has attalned the rips age of
thirty-five Is compnrable with a raan of

ninety.~New York Evening Post,

If riches don't bring happlness, they
have at lenst one advantnge over pov-
erty—they don't prevent it,

Many 8 mau s compelled to take
marrled life uccording to directions

phone glves warniog of the presence |
The same apparatus is |
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HAVE YOU ANY SPARE TIMR?

We will make you an attractive, moneay
making proposition to be our represonta-
tive In your locality during your apare
Imea. Weite for full rilculare. PPACTFIC
AVORATORIEN, INC, 301 Hawthorns
Ave, Portland, Ure

DOORS AND | wmnow e
1 W.l"lol.nl..‘:}m and Bullde

A n
a'i' wanie :’ E

rect At whaol L {
cen before buyl llnmh h g
H?. 80LD

r Co, 112 First i, Por

HORSES, MULES IOU

Crown Htables, Inc Front 8L, Mor-

Horses nml mmn for anle or

hire, Hpovial rutes to loggers con .
traciorns. With or withoul harness,

Phlllip Buetter, I'rea

“UUE BTANLES lul Union Ave. Drafi

hurns bought and suld
CL Chuapoi 1] lhllun_ﬁvo Woulh”

land, Ura

l. l-ull.lch.ad. s1.28

108 Pourth ':‘1;!-!-0-9

LlA!m uuu?lonnlmnd

The Callan Schoul, onl rumlnﬂ
school on Lthe conal. hu- enced
tors always in llom.nnd . 40b Mtuuu

HINERY
“l‘agl us your inguiriss for am ia
Iron or Weodworklng hluﬂ
Bawmill, L‘outnegn' L,
motives, llolhu.
Cable, lllul urke
638 Kallway srlual. Hldg., Portland, Or,
MEAT AND PRODU .5 I6U¢H1'

1" n::.rn &:Tl;o"rn‘ n:;.ezlirouod ho(l.
ole, ‘lprr us, Iirown & Co., 310 Hoyt

(Y] ﬁHCYOLl. “AND PA!‘I’I

maken
urr l!llilﬂ um'mfc (.‘LI 0,
GRAND AVE,

'Iiﬂi.l“ blﬂ'fll'l'l'f
l: apert dentist-

Baving of
nuﬂr . Out
of hi.h ront dis-
trict KB Cor
tnd & Ilumlldu

e
il or,

PERSONAL
MARRY TF LONELY] Tor resulls, Try me,
pent and most successful “Home Maker,'
hundreds rich wish marviage soon; strict-
Iy confidential, mont reliable, years of
exparignce, descriptions free. he Buc-
comaful Club,"” Mre. NABM, Boex B8,
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA. °
PLATING NICKEL AND BILVER
““Heandiighia uﬂ\rutd. LU0 palr.
lights $1.50 each. FParts ml.l -
ware refinished, California ng
Cor. tnd and Halmon Hta

PLUMBING & PLUMBING iu»fln

“"We can oupnlr you wflb .n nd of
&umhil‘ rpllcl at whaol
o will .I-d estimate cost m hb.
Write for ETI‘O
~DAYIS €O,
188190 4th ft, Portland

SANITARY BEAUTY PAHLOR

We help the appearance al mu.
Twanty-two ltwh awitch 3
tion, valus § rice §2.

400’ ta 41 Dekum dg.

TEACHERS OF TRUTH

Hénd 26 cents and self-addresned envel-
ope to the Guges, 408 Fleldper Bidg., re
gurding Ilaall’\. 'llnpylnul and Huccoess.

ALFALFA AS HORSE ROUGHAGE

Plant Ia High in Protein and Minerals
and *ls Especially Good for
Young Stock.

Alfulfa recelves great favor as n
horse roughuage, It Is high In miners
nly and protein and Is especially good
for young stock, Heconuse It Is lnxua-
tive In effect and high In protein, it Is
jalwnys best to it the nmount of al-
| fulfn to onehalf or two-thirds of the
total hay ratlon, The rest may be
timothy hay, Use alfalfa with a ra-
tion that Is Jow In protein. Corn ns
fn grain and alfaifa s a roughage
make & balanced eatlon,

BEST LIVE STOCK CHEAPEST
Oplnion of Vlr-g_l;;- Farmer Who
Thinks Breeders Are Aiming to
Procure Purebreds.

“From 80 yenrs'
breeding thoroughhred
Inter dalry enttle, 1 have found that
the best s the cheapest,” This Is
the oplnlon of n Virginla farmer in a
statement to the Unlted Stutes De-
purtment of Agriculture, *“I think all
rulsers of llve stock In Virginia are
wlming to procure purebred sires”™

Good Mixture for Hogs.

It I8 good poliey, where possible, to
keep charcoal, wood nshos, slaked
lime and salt in a shellered trough
where hogs can have acceoss Lo sape
nt will

experience  In
horses  and

Silage for Horses,

Sllage should not be considered as n
muinstay for horses, ns Ity use Is pref-
ernble only In Mmited amounts as a
small supplement to the regular ra-
tion.

Important In Sow’s Ratlon,

High content of protein and mineral
matter I8 required in the sow's ratlon,
becunse her milk 1s high In these ma-
terinla which form the bone and wus-
cle of the young pigs.

Alfalfa Hay Valuable,

Good alfulfn hay I8 a valuable feed
in the suckling sow's ratlon, and, if
avallable, can well be used to replace
part of the tankage.

Maintalning Brood Sowas,
Proper feeding and economy go hand
In bhand In malntalning  brood sows
through the gestation period,

Purebred Sire Easential.
A pure bred slro 18 one of the frst
thinga every farmer and broeder of

wlock should Invest lo,




