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BEULAH AND JIM. II"

Synopals — Dissatisfied becauss of
the meemingly barren outlook of his
position as a school teacher In A
Canadian town, John linrris deter-
mines to leave It, take up land In
Manitoba and become a ‘“‘home-
steader.” Mary, the girl whom he
loves, deciares ahe will accompany
bim. They are married and set
" out for the unknown country. Alee

McCrae, ploneer settler and ad-
viser of newcomers, proves an In-
valuable friend. Leaving his wife
with the family of a fellow settler,
Fred Arthurs, Harris and McCrae
Journey over the prairie and select
a homestead Mary insists on aec-
companying him when he takes
posseasion, and they begin their
life work of making the prairie fer-
II tile farm land. Returning from

selling his first crop, Harris finds
his wife despondent almost to in-
sanity from loteliness, and with
the immediate expectation of be-
coming a mother. A son Is born to
them. to whom they give the name
of Allan.

CHAPTER 1V,
i
In the Spell of the Mirage.

A quarter of a century s a short
time as world history goes, but it Is a
considerable era In the life of the
Cuanadian west. More things—momen-
tous things—than can be hinted at In
this narrative occurred in the 25 years
following the great inrush of 1882, The
boundless prairie reaches of Manitoba
were now comparatively well settled,
and the tide of lmmigration. which.
after a dozen years' stagnation, had
set In agaln in greater flood than ever,
was now sweeping over the newer
lands still farther west. The vast
sweep of the horizon, ance undefiied
by any work of man, was plerced and
broken with elevators, villages, and
farm buildings, and the whiff of coal

| Harris had

smoke was blown down the air which |

had so lately known only the breath
of the prairies.

Mary darris hurried about her ca-
pacious kitchen, deep In preparation
of the evening meal.
tanken toll of the rreshnoqs of her
young beauty; the shoulders, In mute
testimony to much hard labor of the
hand, had drooped forward over the
deepeniog chest; the hair was thin-
ner, and farther back ahove the fore-
head, and streaked with
temples; the mouth lacked the rosy
sensuousness of youth, and sat now
in a mold, hmlf of resolutlon, half sub-
misslon. Yet her foot had lost little
of Its sprightliness, and the sympathy
In her fine eyes seemed to have deep-
ened with the years,

A moist but appetizing steam rose
from the vegetable pots on the range.
and when she threw back the Iron
door to feed more coal the hot glow
from within danced In reflection along
the bright row of utensils hanging
from the wall, and even sought out
the bruss plate on the crenm separa-
tor at the fur end of the bhig room.
Through the sereen door came the mo-
notonously redundant eclic * * * a
o & & sank of the windmill, and a
keen enr might have eaught the light
splash of water as it fell in the wood-
en horse troughs from the Iron nozzle
of the pump.

Mary stuck u fork In a potato to as-
certain If the “bope™ wns all gone,
meanwhile shielding her face from the
gtenm with the pot 1id, beld aloeft In
an aproned hand, Having satisfied
herself that the meal was making sat-
Isfuctory progress, she stepped to the
door and sent a quick look ncross the
flelds, to where a strenk of black
smoke was serawled along the sky,

“Beulah,” she called, turning to-
ward the Interlor part of the house.
“Come, Beulah, set the table., They're
coming from the field.”

In 8 moment a girl of twenty, plain-
Iy attired in & neat calico dress, en-
tered the kitchen, She was fresh and
beautiful as her mother had been that
first summer in the sod house en the
bench, and something In her appear-
ance soggested that with her mother's
besuty and fine sensibility she had in-
herlted the indomitable spirit which
had made John Harrls one of the most
prosperous farmers in the district. She
moved In an easy, unconscious grace
of self-rellance—a rellance that must
be just a littie irritating to men of
old-fashioned notlons concerning wom-
an's dependence on the sterner sex—
drew the long wooden table, with Itg
covering of white oll eloth, Into the
center of the kitehen, and begun plac-
Ing the dishes in position,

The scruping of heavy boots on the
plow share palled to the block at the
door, and John Harris, followed by
Allan and the hired man, Jim, walked
Into the kitchen, The furmer's frame
wus heavier thon Iin his younger days,

gray at the |

1

|
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Robert} CStead

hﬂﬂlﬂ' but with the dawn of the “het.
ter times” there came a gradual shift.
Ing of standards and a new conception
of essentinla.  “he c¢rops of the early
years were unprofitable on account of
the great distance to market; Inter,
when the rallway came to thelr doors,
the cropa were still unprofitahle, owing
to falling prices and diminishing ylelds
due 1o poor cultivation. Then came a
deende during which those who stayed
In the country stayed hecnuse they
cotld not get out, nnd It becamae a cur
rent saying that the more Iand n man

furmed the deeper he got In debt,

Then cnme the swihig of the pendu. |
Ium. No oue knows Just what started [
It prosperitywards, Some sald It was

snd his halr, too, was streaked with | that the farmers, disbeartened with |

gruy, but every muscle In his great
body seemed (o bulge with strength,

His fuce was brown with the pralrie |

sun and wind of 20 summers, and

| llnes of worry and care had eut thelr

tracings about the mouth and eyes
Beside him stood Allan, his only son,
stralghter and lither of fAgure, but al
most equally powerful. The younger

| man was, Indeed, a replica of the old
rer, and although they bhad thelr dis-

agreements, constant
developed a fine comradeship, and, on
the part of the son, a loyalty equal to
any struin. The hired man, Jim, was
lighter and finer of feature, and his

| white teeth gleamed against the put-

. brown of his face

|

!

In a qulet smlle
that refused to be displaced In any
emergency, and at times left the be-
Meolder o conslderable doubt as to the
real emotions working behind.

The men all wore blue overalls, dark
blue or gray shirts, and heavy boots,
They were gulltless of coat or vest,
and tessed thelr light struw hats on
the water bench as they passed. There
was n quick splushing of greasy hands
at the wash hasin, followed by a more
effectunl rubbing on a towel made
from an worn-out graln _sack. The
hired man paused to change the water
und wash his face. but the others pro-
ceeded nt once to the table, where no
time was lost In ceremony. Harrls
heiped himself generousgly to ment
and vegetables and having done so,
passed the platters to his son, and In
this way they
the table. There was no talk for the
first few mioutes, only the sound of
knife and fork pled vigorously and
interchangeahly by father and son, and
with some regard for convention by
the other members of the fumily. John
Isig ago recognized the
truth that the destiny of food was the
mouth, and whether conveyed on kalfe
or fork made little difference. Mary,
too, had found n earelessness of lttle
details both of manner and speech
coming over her, as her ocenslonnl
“ain't™ betrayved, but since Jim had

The years had | joined thelr table she had been on her

guard. Jim seldom sald anything, but
always that quiet smile lay
mask over his renl emotlons.

When the first insistent demands of
appetite had been appeased, Harris,
resting both elhows on the table, with
Enife nnd fork trained on opposite
corners of the celling, stralghtened
himself somewhtt and remarked @

“Allan an' me's goln' to lown to-
night: anything you want from Semp-
ter's store, Mary ¥

*“That lets me In for the cows.” sald
Beulal. “You were in town night be-
fore last, too, and It was 9:30 before
I got through milking.”

“Oh, well, Jim was away
night."” sald Allan.

“Jim has enough to do, without milk-
ing cows afteéer hours,"
girl. “What do you want to go to
town for pgaln tonight, anyway 1"

“Got to get more coal,” sald Harris.
“We'll take two teams, gn' It'll be lute
when we geét back,"”

“I think It's all nonsense, this day-
an'-night work.,” perslsted Beulah. “Is
there pever golng to be any let-up on
g

“Beulah, you forget yourself,” sald
her father, “If you'd more to do you'd
have less time to fret nbout It. Your
mother did more work In one summer
than you have in all your life, an' she's
doin' more yet.,” -

“Oh, Beunlah's »a good help” inter-
posed Mary., “I hope she never has to
work like I did.”

“l guess the work never hurt us”
sald Harris, helping himself to pre-
served strawberrles. “Just the sup e,
I'm glad to see you gettin' It a bit
easler, But this younger generntion—
it beats me whuat we're comin' to,
Thinkin® about nothin' but fun and
guddin' to town every night or two,
Apd clo'es—Beulah there's got more
clo'es than there were In the whole
Flainville settlement the first two or
three years."

“l got wmore nelghbors, too"”
Jected the girl, Then springing up,
she stood belilnd her father's chalr
and. put her arm around his neck.

“Dou't be cross, Dad” she whis-
pered. “Your heart’s in the right
place—but & long way In."”

He disenguged her, gently enough.
As Beuluh sald, his heart was all right,
but a long way In. Twenty-five years
of plteched battle with clreumstances—
sometimes In victory, sometimes In de-
feat, but npever In despalr; always
with & load of expense about him, al-
ways with the problem of Income and
outlay to be solved—had made of Har-
ris a man very different from the
young ldeslist of '82, During the first
years of struggle for a bare existence
in some way the flame of Ideallsin still

that

Inter-

nssoclation had |
farm.

| Sneh A thing had never before been
| heard of In Plainville district,

wheat growing, were applying them-
selves to stock, and certaln It Is that
In "mixed farming” the community |
eventually found its salvation; others
attributed the change to lmproved ng-
riciltural  implements, to  Improved
methods of farming. to greater knowl-
edge of prairie conditlons, to redue.
tlons In the cost of trunsportation and |
enlarged facilities for marketing, or to
Increasing world demnnd and higher
world prices for the product of the |
But whatever the enuses—and |
no doubt all of the above contributed
~the fact gradually dawned upon the
settiers  that land-thelr land—was
worth money. ‘

Tt was the farmers from the United
Stutes, scouting for cheaper lnnds than |
were avallable In thelr own communi-
tles, who first drove the convictlon
home. They enme with money In thelr
wailet=; they were actunlly prepared
to exchange real money for land,

But a few trapsactions took plpce;
Iands were solidd at ive dollars, six dol- |
lars, elght dollurs an acre, The farm.
ers begun to reallze that land repre-
sented wealth—thut It wns an nsset,

| not a Nablity—nand there was a rush |

were clirculated about |

like a

returned the |

| pald for the land,

for the cheap rallway lands that bhad
80 long gone n-begeing, Harrls was

i
1

“Don’t Be Cross, Dad,” She Whispered. |

among the first (o sense the change In
the thones, and n beautiful section of
ruflway Ilond that lay '
homestead he bought at four dollars |
nn #scre, The first crop more
and Harrls sudden-
Iy found hiwself on the way to riches, |
The joy that came with the renlizs-
tlon that fortune had knocked at his
door and he hud heard was the con- |
trolling emotlon of his heart for a |
yenr or more. But gradually, Hke n |
feg blown across a moonllt night, came
A sense of chill and disappolntment,
If only he had bought two sectlons ! If
at least he hod proved up on his pre. |
emption, which he might have had for |
nothing! e saw nelghbors nbout him

ndding quarter to quarter. None of
| them had done better than himself, |
but some had done as well, And In |

some way the old sense of oneness,
the old community Interest which had
held the litle bhand of plonecrs to-
gether amid thelr privations and thelr
poverty, began to weaken and dis-
solve, nnd In its place came an indl-
viduallsm and a materielism  that
measured progress only In dollars and
cents, Harris did not know that his
gods had fallen, that his Ideals had
been swept away; even as he sat at
supper thls summer evening, with his
daughter's arm nbout his neck, he felt
that he was still bravely, persistently,
pressing on toward the gool, all un-
aware that yenrs ago he had left that
geal llke a lighthouse on a rocky
shore, and wns now sweeplng along
with the turbulent tide of Mammon-
Ism, e still enw the light ahead, but
it was now a phantom of the lmngina-
tlon. He suld, “When I am worth ten
thousand I will have reached 1t;"
when he was worth ten thousand he
found the falihless lght had moved
on to twenty-five thousand, He sald,
“When I am worth twenty-five thou-
gand I will have reached it;"” when he
wnsg worth twenty-five thousand he
suw the glow still ahead, beckoning
him on to fifty thousand. To stop

| mon,

thun y maguet,
W% land severnl blis of unclusvified jank

now might mean losing sight of ©
gonl, and John Harris held nothing

heavoen or earth so great as s atia)
ment,

8o, gently enough, he disengnged hi
dnughter’s arty and finished his sup
per In sllence, As soon as |t Wik
ended the men started for the barn
and ln o few minutes fwWo wagonhs rt
tled nolsily down the trall,

Benlnh helped with the supper dish
es, and then eame out with the milk
pallg to the corral where the cows,
pufing nand chewing, complacently
awalted her arvlval, Bat she had not
renched the gnte when the bired man
was ot her gide and had slipped one
of the palls from her arm,

“Now, Jim, 1 don't think that's falr
at wll” she snid: aml there wus a
tremor In her volee that vexed her
“Here you're slaving all day with conl
and water, and 1 think that's enough
without milking cows at night"

But Jim only smiled and stirred o
cow into position,

There wans a tuneful song of the tin
pails ns the white streams rattled on
thelr bottoms,

—_—

“Here I've slaved and saved
until I'm an old woman."
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SONGS THAT ARE IMMORTAL

Greateat Minds of All the Ages Be
stowed Their Labors on the
Poems of Homer,

The Hlad and Odyssey were prob

inllly sung by Homer about a century

and n half after the destruction of

the town of Troy followlng the ten| jans WoOD FLOORIN
yoars of war that was waged In the Eisman Hardwood Floor

of Menelnus, king of Lacede |
whose copsort hud been carrisd
away by the son of the Trojan mon
urch, The two poems are as old as
David's psalms. Originally the Hind
would appear not to have been a 8o
gle connected poem. but to have at
tiined at o later period s present
complete state,

About one hundred years after Hom
er, Lycurgus, the Inwglver of Lace
demon, brought thesa poems Int

L R E Y

Greece, and two centuries and a half) ty. br. J. W,

Inter Plsistratus Is supposed to have
given them thelr perfect form,
son Hipparcus Introduced the custom
of reciting rhapsodies at the Pana
thenaln, or festival of the tutelar god |
dess. A more complete edition of the
Homerle poems, from which the mod
ern ones are taken, wans prepared for
Alexander the Great by Aristotle
which the former used to keep under
his plllow In n golden en=e, Also
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Aratus, the astronomer, Aristarchus of PYORRHEA DENTISTS

Samos, and Aristophanes, lbrarian a
Alexendria, bestowed thelr Inbor ot
these !mmortul songs. Becaouse of the
fine mornl sentimept, Homer becams
the pattern of Thuecydides, the favor
Ite author of the greatest nnd pobles
mien, #nd ong of the best tenchers of
the wisdom of human
News

Boy and a Sermon,

The way of a boy with a sermon I»
thus:

Composes himself with a deep slgh
listens attentlvely for three minutes
in  unimpeaschable form. Chutiousy
renches hymn book from rack; drops
it; recovers It; reads hymns for five
minutes, Explores trousers pocket
two nalls, three pencil stubs
something and hunts under seal
discovered, Sighs heavily; In

Drops
untll

orntlons.
back of pew In front, at level of «nee
and s highly surprised when
drops nolsily,
with right foot with the same resul) !
Sits still and gratefully sucks pepper
mint offered by merciful aunt, Bighs
heavily. Experiments to see what will
happen If he presses on
apple while head Is extended forward
strange choking sound ensues, Imimne
dintely suppressed by domestic autho
ities,—Life.

Moths Take Big Chances,

The high-fiving specles of morph
which Inhabit the mountaninous dis
tricts of wesfern Amerien, are much
easler eaptured than those which fre

quent the plaing, though thelr eapture |
with diffieulty nnd!

I8 often nttended
danger, says the Amerlean Forestr
Magnzine of Wushington, One nniurnl
I8t hunting moths and butterilies h
Bogotn, fell over a preciplee and hroks
hig nrm, and then found that he had |~
three days' Journey to mike on hors
back before he conld meet with a dos
tor to set it. Another naturnlist, wh
was collecting In Bollvla found thy
morpho godartil. Guer,, a beautiful s
cles, of a rather lght blne which wa
previously almost unknown to enfomo
oglsts, frequented an Inapccessible ledy
in the mouninins; he was obliged o
have himself lowered by ropes over th
preciplee before he could obinin It
Half Asleep,

Compared with what we ought 1
he, we arve only half awnke,—Willia
James,

Iife.~Detrol |

his Adam's|
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p——

AQ!NT' AND SBALESMEN w‘NT!D
“Maks your own goods, Lig profith, Bix

next to his | and examines with deep Interest one rlrmﬂl‘ad eunily made, cost amall, GUAR-

NTEED FORMULA Carbon Remover
uurd in autoa or any gus engine. For-
mula and complete directions, twelve two-
cent stamps. E F. Fisher, 370 E. Mor-
rinon, Portland

ALASKA PLUMBING & HEATING CO,
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Fittings, lowest prices, Honi-.z;

TO TOPS AND CURTAINS ~
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Eyen examinad CGlasses fitted.
G!trnllrinl done by mall. Moast
modern equipment. Batiafaction
Fuaranteed
Clark-Brower Optical Co., 112§ 6th Street

Glen Haven Rest Home

Electric und SBteam Cabi-
net Laths, Bhower Baths,
Muaswage and Hydrother-
apy Applied as Physician
directn,
Translent Fatlents treated,
116 EAST TWENTY-EIGHTH STREET

of Alder
Phone East 4222 Portland, Oregon

Used Ford Trucks and Touring Cars

Bargains at all times
UNIVERSBAL CAR EXCHANGE
Used Fords H::-Iunl\'t-iy
Grand Ave, and Yumbill Fortland.
Write for pllu:n and terms,
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