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of Lavk. He was thoroughily dispiviterd,
hoth dreawded 1o meet Laek, wid el
witse HnXlous 10 do s

Cidlison bad Lol ahe etaly, bt Al
Flaondrny was «bill there - Billle drew
bttt eoener. i learied thet
Fuek Dl Jost setiled wiith him

“Auvene see hlin glve It o you,
Al

“Xo He took e up=tnirs to the
Hhiears ! pandd moee”

i Ilie?
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1

owner of the Fiddielbgek 1old Flandruu |

ol the suspictons of 1the sheriff

Togeither they went in search of

Fouek Bat thongh they  looked for
higs wil iy, e was not o he found
The Inst thut hnd been seen of him
Fauvk wias walkinvg ahsig the plaza
towird the hotel. pnot o handred and
ity yvords from the intier, - A dozen

mien bad spoken Lo him in the distance

.
|

of a hinck,  Baur i hind not bheen seen |
ter venehr his hofed e hagd not ealdled
for his romn kes Somehow he had
sird=tied, and ndne conld el hiow or
wligre

™ BolM his disappearance  wis [
wovngl w confession of  guill e
wegrehend s Lpek's roomn mt the holel

ald
pen.

Aot other thing<, he foand
eoyelope =with
vigeth om I

Before tlehitfall the svord was whis-

Interesting didntx

poredd all over Saztiu hee that  Lavk
Collison. pioaneer eplilemman and  fors
mer sherifl, was suspected  of the W,

& N, express rohbery pnd had fled 1o
save himwself from arrest. At first mien
wmanrveled that one o well known and
<0 popuigr. one who had been o proi-
iment in aMairs, could be suspecied of
sl g eritue, but as they listened to

e evidence and saw il fall like
blorks of a building intoe place, the
convicthon  grew  that  he  was  the

manked bandit wanied by the sherifl.
. L - - . - -' -

tedl- sl Bob Cullison finished
waking the disanond hiteh and proudly

enlledl Nl consin Kate o inspect the
ek horse,

“You never saw  the hiteh thrown
it tet sis, hies Birnggaed, hovlike,
“Unele Lovk savs 1 do it well ax he
can'

“It's Hoe. Bob” his cousio agreed,
with  the projer enthusiasm n her
durk eyes. "You'll have 1o teach me
how to e it one of these days”

She wns
she pultled hersell
own From this position =he
ghve him Hoal insiractions hefore leay-
ng.

It hid been du Wednesday moming
that Lock Collisan disappesred froa
the faee of the earth, Before iweniy-

TS
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|
i

i
|

im n khakl rullng =kiry, """|
tov thes saddie of her |

four Lotrs the gos<ip wnx heing whis- |

the river,
Sweeney came out from the coble
and bailed her, He sus o sl we ot

er-besten man, who hnd ridden*lor her |

father ever since she eonld remember,
“What In Mexico you got there?” be
asked in RUrprise.
ghe explained the clrounsiances un-
der which she had found the lamb.
“And what you alming (o do with
i
“I'm going to tle
it peross the river

up s leg and (takes

some ol the 1, r

herders are sure o flud L belore
night."

“Sho! What are yon fooling with
Cans Fendrick's sliee for?” he
grinmibled,

“It lsn't a sheep, but a lamb,  And

I'm not golng to see (1 sufler, no mat-

ter who oens 1L P just ride acroas
nod leave It outside the fence. she
wis ek,

“Lemme go. |1 know Lhe river bLet-
ter.”

* Bweeney did not walt for her asaent,
but swung to the saddle. She handed
him the lamb, snd he forded ihe
slreatm,

Sweeney saw some one disappear
Into & wash as he reached the fenca,
The rider held up the lamb, jabbered
a senlence of broocho Spanish at the
spot where the man had been, pot
down his bleating burden, and can-
tered back to bis own side of the river

Ao hour later, Kete, an the return
trip. topped the rise where ghe had
found the [arob. FPulling up her pony,
to rest the horse from ts climb, sbhe
gezed back across the river to the roll-
ing ridges among which lay the C. F.
ranch. Oddly enougli, she had never
seen Cass Feo(rick, He had tome to
Pepazo counts a Tew, years before, aad

had bought ihé” plafiy from an earlier
seitler, In the s m{ that Had

fallen between he Ph_men, she wan
wholly on the side of hier father. Some-
times she had wondered what manner
of man this Cass Fendvick might be;
tsagreenble, of conrse, but after pre-
elsely what fashion?

*“Your property, 1 believe, Miss Cul-.

lison."
She turned at sound of the suave,
nmused drawl, and looked upon a dark,

slim young man of picturesque ap-
pearance. He was bowing to her with

an obvious Intention of overdoing It

Her Instinet told the giri who bhe
was. She did not need to ask herself
any longer what Cass Fendrick looked
like.

e was holding out to her the blood-
stained kerchief that had been tied to
the lamb's leg.

“] didn’t cure to have it relurned,”
she told him with cold civility.

“Now, if you'd only left a note to
say =0, it would hnve saved we quite &

considerable climh,” he suggested.
In spite of herself a ficker of
smusement it her eyes. She had a

sepse of humor. *“1 did not think of
that, and since you have troubled to
return it 1o mwe, 1 can only say thank
you.”

She hi#ld out her band for the ker
chief. but he did net move. “I don't
know bat what U'll keep it, aflter all,
fur & souvenir.”

She ignored bis sardonic mockery.
“1 don't let live creatures suffer when
1 can help ft. Are you golog to give
me iny bundkerchief "

“Huven't made up my mind yet
Perbaps 1I'll have [t washed and bring

1t howme 1o you"

pered (u the most diaunt cropons of
Papagoe couniy The riders of the |
Cieele 1 kuew I, but none of (hem

had yei told either Bob or Kate,

Now |t Friday morning and
Eule was beginning to wonder why
her father did net eall ber up. Could
it be that Soupy Stone was pulling oft
s train robbiery at Tin Cup and her
father so bopsy that he could vot take
time ta ride to & telephone station?
She did not like to leave the ranch just
now, for n few hours, but other
business her awuy Sweceney
was helding down the fort ar the Del

wiis

even
cnlled

Oro agalust Fendrick's sheepberders,
and his weekly supply of provisiots
hnd 1o be taken to him,  Since she

wantedd o see with her own eyes how

things were getting along at the eanon,

{

She decided he was trying to Qirt
with her, and turued the head of bee
horse (o start

“Now your father has pulled his
freight. 1 expeet it will be safe to cnll,”
he added,

The bridle rein tightened. “What
nonsense are you sayipg sbout my fa-
ther?”

“No news, Miss Cullison: Just what
everyhody is saying, that he has gone
to vover on aceount of the holdup ™

A chill fear drenched her heart. “Do
you mean the holdup of the Limited at

' Tin Cup?”

“No |
shurply,

tooked at her
bhuven't

don’t,"  He

“Meun o suv vou

y hewrd of the holdup of the W, & 8

she was takipe the supplies [ persoo,
She rode tronr sunlight inte shadow
and frow shadow (o sunlbight sgaln,
winding along the Lill trall that ook
wer rownrid the Del Oro Alter hours
of 1rare] sl cnme 1o Lhe saddie fvowm
which oue lookod diswn o the gup n
the canon witlls that bind heen the com
mon wiiering glance of il men’s eat
the, bt pow was homestended by her
futher, She eould see the huat, the
fenvg  Hne ruosnmg parsllel to the

stieamy on the othier side, some graging
cuttle, Ssweeney's borse i the eormd,
The piteous bleating of o hunb float
ed to her. Kate dismougted aod nisde
ber way toward the sound, A pafetie
finile hhtle of trightened Nfe tried to
free ut her approosceh The
the lamhbh bad  become
interseetion of severst
thnt It could o

siragsie
leg  of
the
rovks in o sueh g oway
be Witharswi,

sl
wasddganl

Iate pulled the houlder Rway, and
released the prisoner.  She took the
solt, woully crenture in hier arms  aod
extuned the wounded b, sl torn

ot vikw Teong LS @EROPTE (o esdhjin, A

shie  recalled,  ought e +In
washied with cold water and Do
Retprnh o her biorso, sdie e fe bl
] R S R i

Express eowpany at
“No. When
Tuesday

AW

Sagunche?”
was 1 ?

g0t

The man
thonsund dotinrs.
futher 1o do with
she demgoded baughtily

A saristivd purred in  his
voler, "My dear young lady, that s
whnt everyone Is askiog.”

“What de you mean? SBay LT There
wis fenr ns well as anger fo. her volce
ad her futhes falo
tronhle trying to

night
with iweniy

“Aud What has s
that =

splesn

soimchow  gol
suve Spmn?

“Uh, Um o saying oothing.  But whast

Sheril Boll wenns is that when he
gets hls hondeals on Lack Collison
he'll have the man that can tell bim
where that twenty thousad 18"

“I's a he”

e waved his hand alrily, as ons
who dechined responsibilivy fu the mat-
wer, byt bis durk, ssturnine  (ace
h’l'llr‘\ll“l with tvibice .

(To be coutinaed

_—— e —

Many peopls of Springfield and wi-

cinity do all their bunking businasi

n lLuger when right In INeir nofs

town thay have A natonod

county, aud clty depositary, —tha

Nptionn! hnnk of Sn <t iald .

the wuy 1o W : up i } tgwn?
— P
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