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NORTHWEST LUMBER AND THE GOVERNMENT

Lumbermen of the Pacific Northwest have submitted to
the federal trude commission the request that they be per-
mitted to organize for the betterment of export trade in lum-
ber and shingles. It is understood that the request concerns
export trade exclusively.

From the very nature of such request it is not to be an-
swered off-hand by the trade commission; and rumor has it
that pending any decisive reply the government will sead
its agents of investigation into this territory, that the actual
conditions which obtain here may become, as it were, a mat-
ter of first-hand knowledge.

The suggestion of combination is always one to be put
forward with a certain sense of fear and trembling. Com-
bination in the common mind gpells trust, and trust is asso-
clated in some cases justly and unjustly in many, with most of
the economie evils that beset us, These facts unfortunately
have a tendgiy.y 10 put something of a political complexion
“ou the consideration of such requests as that submitted by
the lumbermen of the Pacific Northwest. The report thig
there will be official investigation of sonditlonz that affect
the Iumber business here, and the fact that some such investi-
gation has been had previous to this are to be accepted as
evidence that the government desires to deal with the situa-
tion on its business merits, and to the avoidance of all consid-
erafion that smacks of politics.

it that shall prove to be the frame of mind in which the
government approaches this matter, it may be that combina-
tion can be legitimately urged with relerence to the domestic
as well ag the off-shore market. As a matter of fact there
is no off-shore market nor will there be any until there are
available ships to serve it. But if there were, and ecombina-
tion were to do anything with regard to it that would serve
local lumber interesis, one of the results must necessarily be
the stimulation of the local output and that in turn would be
bound te affect the supply for the domestic market, Indirectly,
therefore, combination for export would have its salutary
effect on domestic trade; provided, of course, there is any con-
siderable export business,

If that resull Is correctly predicted a big majority of the
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General Manager Pawell of the
California Fruit Grower's Ix-
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lumber mills in the Pacific Northwest would benefit indirectiy
and 1| partially; and the guestion arises if it would not be
the of wisdom for unified lumber interests in this
Lo K i | I 0l s0 arra t at the
hail the Cracds ) i { ! Iy the
nub rests, would » o3 [oru | uup

alsl dition Ath which the Maber business of the Nm
west is beset.

i ould seem, at the very least, tha e LI
invesiiyation, as reported, is/aitozether to b red ; and i
it sno come to pass the opportunity shot 1 proved Lo
go th ughly into the local lnmber situation with the govern-
ment ollleials. This course and the possible 1 :of it ar
of inteiest to all trade and all industry in the Pacifie North-
wes r lumber manufacture is the industrial baskbone of
this {on.

no exaggeration to say that whatever affects thi
indus avorably and in a8 lezitimate way, must also be of
favoral'e effect on eyery other line of trade and industrial
entersrse in this region, The lumber buginess thus stimu-
lated eans the employment of thousands of men in the
woods cnd mills and about the docks a.x-'. _\.mi-' In that re-
gpect il means the big payroll, widely disseminated; which in
turn mcans more trade for the merchants, ; more business for
the banks; greater demand and better prices for products
of ficld, factory and shap on which the merchants depend in
a measure, and in which the banks lingnciglly concerned
| he mending of conditions rh.;l will rest the lah
indu v Lo normal operation and normal profits ig a matter ol
substastial Interest to the entire community Felegram.
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BUY BY WEIGHT OR COUNT

‘Do not erder by the ‘package.’ or "hottle,” or
‘ple or ‘'money value,' " says &
thi » treasurer, ax oflicio sealer | '
for CGoogon, “for this tells the merchai
less to lidm and is practically inviting him 1

Y pdecide upon the quantity yon wa i

1D nerchant and unbusinesslike on your pas Orvder in
B amounts. The merchant then knows exactly what
YO i, and will use care in seeing that the correct gmount,
as o1d-oed, is delivered.”

i'his pamphlet, a copy of which has just come 1o The
News office, Is for free digtribution, and may be had by writing
to 1. I'. Kay, Salem. The pamphlet contaius many pictures

gshowins the honegst and the dishonest scales and measures,
Spealking of the appeal of the pamphlet to women, it says:
“The women of the state are the purchasing agents for
the Lousehold, and they should use the same care in buying
‘commadities’ tm' daily consum ption as. they would in pur-
chasing the material for a dress. For Instance, a woman
would not order $9 worth of sllk for a dress, but she would
ascertain the exact amount of silk needed and then order a
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“In fact our reports show|
that mote citrus fruit has been
consumed this year than ever
before, and that the returns to
‘the producers have maintained
a fair averaze, while of all other
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Commenting on this state
ment of Mr. Mills' the Molalla
Ploneer says:

“In the matter of climate Puy-
allup has litle advantage over
this valley. In fact, we are con-
fident that we have a little the
best of it.  In the matter of co-

operation in marketing it has
evervthing and we have nothing, |
We have no way of ascertaining
what the average net profit of
|the pcreage
cinity. It certainly Is far below
$150 an acre, Our shipping l'u-
cilities are as good as those n]
the Washington country. The
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habit of spending as he goes will always remain poor,
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