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Mammals may have hunted down
dinosaurs for dinner, rare fossil suggests

By Maddie Burakoff

The Associated Press
EW YORK — An unusual find in China suggests
some early mammals may have hunted dinosaur
for dinner.

The fossil shows a badgerlike creature chomping down
on a small, beaked dinosaur, their skeletons intertwined.
The find comes from a site known as “China’s Pompeii,”
where mud and debris from long-ago volcanoes buried
creatures in their tracks.

“It does seem like this is a prehistoric hunt, captured in
stone, like a freeze frame,” University of Edinburgh
paleontologist Steve Brusatte, who was not involved with
the study, said in an e-mail.

The fossil, described in the journal Scientific Reports,
shows two creatures from around 125 million years ago,
during the Cretaceous period.

Even though the mammal is much smaller, researchers
think it was attacking the dinosaur when they both got
caught in the volcanic flow, said study author Jordan
Mallon, a paleobiologist at the Canadian Museum of
Nature. The mammal is perched on the dinosaur, its paws
gripping the reptile’s jaw and a hind limb while its teeth
plunge into the ribcage.

“I’ve never seen a fossil like this before,” Mallon said.

That mammals ate dinosaur meat had been proposed
before: another fossil showed a mammal died with
dinosaur remains in its gut. But the new find also
suggests that mammals may have actually preyed on
dinosaurs several times their size, and didn’t just
scavenge ones that were already dead, Mallon said.

“This turns the old story on its head,” Brusatte said.
“We're used to thinking of the Age of Dinosaurs as a time
when dinosaurs ruled the world, and the tiny mammals
cowered in the shadows.”

The study authors acknowledged that there have been
some fossil forgeries known from this part of the world,
which Mallon said was a concern when they started their
research. But after doing their own preparations of the
skeletons and analyzing the rock samples, he said they
were confident that the fossil — which was found by a
farmer in 2012 — was genuine, and would welcome other
scientists to study the fossil as well.

The mammal in the fossil duo is the meat-eating
Repenomamus robustus, about the size of a house cat,
Mallon said. The dinosaur — Psittacosaurus lujiatunensis
— was about as big as a medium-sized dog with a
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(Photo/Gang Han via AP)

DINOS FOR DINNER. An illustration (top image) provided by the
Canadian Museum of Nature shows a reconstruction of a dinosaur being
attacked by a mammal 125 million years ago. An unusual fossil from
China suggests some early mammals may have hunted dinosaur meat
for dinner. The fossil shows a badger-like creature chomping down on

a beaky dinosaur three times its size. The bottom image provided by the
Canadian Museum of Nature shows the entangled dinosaur and mammal
skeletons with details of their interaction. The scale bar equals 10 cm. The
research, published July 18, 2023, adds to growing evidence that even
when dinosaurs ruled the Earth, some mammals were biting back.
parrotlike beak.

This species was a plant eater, but other dinosaurs were
meat eaters or ate both. In the end, dinosaurs were
probably still eating mammals more often than the other
way around, Mallon said.

“And yet we now know that the mammals were able to
fight back, at least at times,” he said.
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Prevent medicine-related poisonings
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If you suspect a poisoning, don't take a chance.
Call1-800-222-1222.

Black Peatl Acupuncture

Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine
are great for:
- Acute/Chronic Pain (i.e. neck, back,
sciatica & shoulder)
- Treating & Preventing the flu and colds
- Stress Relief
- Headaches/Migraines

Sita Symonette
licensed Acupuncturist

wwuw.blackpearlacupuncture.com seasymonettea@gmail.com

Call to schedule an appointment: (503) 308-9363
505 N.W. Ninth Ave., Portland, OR 27209

RESTAURANT
FOR SALE
Great location. 3,520 s.f. Large
parking lot. 150 seats. Part of

82nd Ave. culture for 24 years.
Please call: (503) 863-6579

Managing diabetes
makes a huge
difference.

visit www.ndep.nih.gov.
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SE 91st Ave & Foster Rd
9 AM -2PM

Farm-Fresh Produce
Local Food
Kids' Activities

Double your SNAP dollars
up to $20 each week.
Farm Direct Vouchers accepted.
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Knights of Pythias Active

Retirement Center

3409 Main Street Vancouver, WA 98663
Phone: (360) 696-4375
Website: www.koprc.com
Options for seniors 62 +
and under 62 with disability

portlandfarmersmarket.org

Subsidized and affordable Private Pay Rates
Call or e-mail for more information:
(360) 696-4375 or lori@koprc.com
We offer options for a lunch meal,
housekeeping and laundry.
Centrally located in uptown Vancouver, WA




