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Bhutan has registered only 1,059 infections, 1 death

Bhutan (AP) — The tiny nation of Bhutan is a success story in the Asia-Pacific
region despite being poor and sharing land borders with China, where the virus
was first detected, and India, which is facing a disaster now. The nation of about
800,000 people has registered only one death and 1,059 infections. Its success is
based on the early adoption of lockdowns, quarantines, contact tracing, and
other measures, as well as a fast vaccination program this year. More than
480,000 vaccine doses were administered by April 26, government statistics say.

Dubai-bred baby sharks released into Persian Gulf

DUBALI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — The baby sharks, bred at a gargantuan
luxury resort on Dubai’s artificial palm-shaped island, had never before
encountered the open sea. But last month the tiny carpet sharks were jolted out
of their warm pools at the flashy Atlantis Hotel aquarium to travel farther than
they ever have in their two years of existence. A team of Dubai conservationists
gingerly caught the sharks with nets and moved them into oxidized tanks in a
Ford pick-up truck. Soon, the baby sharks were on the move. The specialists
plopped them into big plastic bags and carried their squirming bodies across the
white sandy beach of the Jebel Ali Wildlife Sanctuary, a short drive from the
hotel. For the past few years, the hotel’s aquarium has sought to contribute to
the conservation of native marine species by breeding honeycomb stingray and
brown Arabian carpet sharks before releasing them into the wild, rich with coral
reefs and mangroves. The team stood shin-deep in the warm waters of the
Persian Gulf, surrounded by the small and slowly circling sharks. The creatures
are harmless to humans, preferring a diet of snake eels, shrimp, crab, and squid.
For a few minutes, many of the sharks appeared spooked, staying close to the
shore, before venturing into their vast new home.

Indonesian military pays last respects to submarine crew

BULELENG, Indonesia (AP) — Indonesia’s military and family members
paid their last respects to the 53 submarine crew members who died when their
vessel sank and broke apart in the depths off the resort island of Bali. The
ceremony included relatives casting flowers into the ocean from a navy hospital
ship. Indonesia is planning to recover the KRI Nanggala (402) with the help of a
Chinese navy ship that’s capable of lifting objects 3,280 feet deep. The navy said
the submarine sank April 21 to a depth of 2,000+ feet, much deeper than its
collapse depth of 655 feet, at which point water pressure would be greater than
the hull could withstand. President Joko Widodo met the families of the 53 crew
members to express condolences. The German-built diesel-powered submarine
had been in service in Indonesia since 1981 and was carrying 49 crew members
and three gunners as well as its commander, the Defense Ministry said.
Indonesia, the world’s largest archipelago nation with more than 17,000 islands,
has faced growing challenges to its maritime claims in recent years, including
numerous incidents involving Chinese vessels near the Natuna islands.

Myanmar withdraws, Asian club competitions reshuffled

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — The Asian Football Confederation (AFC)
has amended the schedule for two tiers of its continental club championships
after the Myanmar Football Federation withdrew Hantharwady United FC and
Shan United FC from the 2021 competitions. AFC issued a statement saying its
competitions committee “noted and acknowledged the challenges as well as the
present complexities caused by the state of emergency in Myanmar and decided
the situation constituted an event of force majeure.” More than 700 protesters
and bystanders have been killed by security forces in Myanmar since the Febru-
ary 1 coup, according to several detailed estimates. The junta’s own figure is
roughly one-third of that. The military also denies using disproportionate force
to put down what it describes as rioting. With the Myanmar clubs out of the
regional soccer competitions, AFC has cancelled an AFC Champions League
preliminary stage match between Shan United and Australia’s Melbourne City,
which now advances directly to a playoff against Cerezo Osaka from Japan.
With Hantharwady out of playoff contention in the second-tier AFC Cup, AFC
decided that FC Chanthabouly of Laos and Brunei’s Kasuka FC will compete.

2 influencers ordered off Bali after fake mask video prank

DENPASAR, Indonesia (AP) — A U.S.-based YouTuber and a Russian
influencer were ordered off Indonesia’s resort island of Bali after recording
themselves defying mandatory mask-wearing with some imaginative makeup.
Clips of the video created by Josh Paler Lin and Leia Se and posted last month
show the two duping supermarket guards with a painted surgical mask after
they were refused entry because Se was unmasked. “Did you notice like no one’s
actually looking at you?” Lin exclaimed. “I can’t believe it worked!” he said in the
video that appears to have been taken down from his social media accounts but
has since been reposted elsewhere. Lin is a Taiwanese passport holder whose
YouTube channel specializes in prank videos and is followed by 3.4 million fans.
Se has more than 25,000 Instagram followers. Although first-time violators of
Bali’'s mask-wearing rule face fines of 1 million rupiah ($70) for foreigners and
deportation after a second offense, the police wanted them removed off the
island immediately. The pair had shown remorse and apologized through Lin’s
Instagram video. “I made this video to entertain people because I'm a content
creator and it’s my job to entertain people,” Lin said, “However, I did not realize
that what I did could actually bring a lot of negative comments,” he said,
advising people to always wear masks and invite everyone to help Bali regain its
tourism. Jamaruli Manihuruk, who heads the Bali regional office for the Justice
and Human Rights Ministry, said that “Foreigners who don’t respect the laws
and regulations in Indonesia are facing deportation sanctions.”
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FMOUS FAN. Olympic fan Kyoko Ishikawa shows off her cheering at her home in Tokyo on April 0, 2021. Ishikawa,
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president of an IT company, has attended every Summer Olympics since Barcelona in 1992, becoming famous as an unof-
ficial “International Olympic Cheerleader.” She relishes joining in with fans from everywhere to cheer for their athletes. Her
headband reads, “Confident victory.” (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)

“Super Fan” prepares for Tokyo
Olympics without foreign fans

By Koji Ueda
The Associated Press

OKYO — Kyoko Ishikawa was a

I backpacking Japanese student in

Barcelona in 1992 when she says a
“miracle happened.” She managed to buy a
ticket to the opening ceremony of Spain’s
historic Olympics.

She said she had only “pocket money” with
her — maybe $50 — when some local men
offered her a ticket for that price. The real
price might have been 10 times that much, she
isn’t sure.

“You came all the way from Japan, so have
fun,” she recalled them saying.

“I immediately grabbed that ticket and ran
straight into the stadium. When I stepped into
the venue and looked around, I got a shock as if
struck by lightning.”

The rest, as they say, is history.

Ishikawa, who is president of an IT com-
pany, has attended every Summer Olympics
since then, becoming famous as an unofficial
“International Olympic Cheerleader.” She
relishes joining in with fans from everywhere
to cheer for their athletes.

Her cheering style at Olympic venues is
well-known among the Japanese. She wears
the traditional Japanese costume for festivals
and a headband that says “Victory” written in
Japanese. In her hands she holds folding fans
emblazoned with the Japanese flag.

But Tokyo will be very different. There will
be no fans from abroad to entertain: Local
organizers have barred tourists because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Local residents are
expected to be allowed into venues, but in
limited numbers.

Naotoshi Yamada, who was known in Japan

as “Uncle Olympics,” died in 2019. He had
attended every Summer Olympics since 1964,
easily identifiable as the cheering face of
Japan.

Ishikawa said she first met Yamada at a
baseball game in Barcelona and served as his
“deputy” ever since. Now she is on her own,
and in very unusual circumstances. But her
mission will be the same: to cheer for athletes
from around the world on behalf of fans who
could not attend.

She said she views the Olympics as a way
“for children and young people to experience
the importance of diversity and identity.” She
said that was her initial impression when she
first entered Barcelona’s Olympic stadium and
saw “the energy created by the melting pot” of
many different people.

“The opportunity to have that experience
will be gone this time,” she said. “I feel very

disappointed.”
a

Japan raises emissions

reduction target to 46% by 2030
By Mari Yamaguchi
The Associated Press

OKYO — Japan’s prime minister
announced an ambitious new target for

cutting greenhouse-gas emissions last

month, hours before he was to join a virtual
climate summit hosted by U.S. President Joe
Biden. Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga said
Japan will strive by 2030 to cut its emissions
by 46% from 2013 levels, up from its earlier
goal of 26%, to achieve carbon neutrality by
2050, a target he announced in October. He
said Japan would further try to push the
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Asian Currency
Exchange Rates
Units per U.S. dollar as of 4/30
Bangladesh Taka- - - - 84.45
Cambodian Riel - - - - 4046.3
China Renminbi - - - - 6.473
Fijian Dollar - - - - - - 2.0068
Hong Kong Dollar - - - 7.7664
Indian Rupee - - - - - - 74.0

L Indonesian Rupiah - - - 14420
Iranian Rial - - - - - - 42025
Japanese Yen - - - - - 109.32
Laos New Kip - - - - - 9.361.2
Malaysian Ringgit - - - 4.093
Nepal Rupee - - - - - - 119.2
Pakistani Rupee - - - - 153.8
Papua N.G. Kina - - - - 3.5298
Philippine Peso- - - - - 48.169
Russian Ruble - - - - - 75.171
Saudi Riyal - - - - - - - 3.7499
Singapore Dollar - - - - 1.3298
South Korean Won - - - 1115.7
Sri Lankan Rupee - - - 196.47
Taiwan Dollar - - - - - 27.909
Thai Baht - - - -+ - - 31.16
Vietnam Dong - - - - - 23110




