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China vaccinating entire city in 5 days after outbreak

BEIJING (AP) — A Chinese border city hit by a fresh outbreak of COVID-19
began a five-day drive on April 2 to vaccinate its entire population of 300,000
people. State broadcaster CCTV showed people lining up and getting vaccinated
in Ruili, where 16 cases were confirmed in just days. Twelve are Chinese and the
other four are nationals of Myanmar, which lies across the border. A city
Communist Party official told CCTV the previous day that 159,000 doses of
vaccine had arrived in the city. Television footage showed vacant streets as
officials ordered people to home quarantine and closed non-essential businesses.
The city has also said it would tighten controls around the porous border to try to
stop anyone crossing illegally from Myanmar. China has largely eradicated local
transmission of COVID-19 and quickly rolls out strict measures whenever a new
cluster emerges. This is the first time China has tried to vaccinate an entire city
in response to a new outbreak. The move comes as the government is ramping up
a nationwide vaccination drive.

Indonesia’s Merapi volcano spews ash, debris

YOGYAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — Indonesia’s most volatile volcano erupted
again, releasing plumes of ash high into the air and sending streams of lava and
debris down its slopes. No casualties were reported. An avalanche of rocks
spilled down Mount Merapi’s slopes before dawn and clouds of hot ash shot 656
feet into the air as the mountain groaned and rumbled, said Hanik Humaida,
the head of Yogyakarta’s Volcanology and Geological Hazard Mitigation Center.
The volcano unleashed hot clouds of ash as well as a series of pyroclastic flows —
a mixture of rock, debris, lava, and gasses — that reached nearly 1.2 miles down
its slopes, Humaida said. The 9,737-foot-high volcano is on densely populated
Java island near the ancient city of Yogyakarta. It is the most active of dozens of
Indonesian volcanoes and has repeatedly erupted recently. Indonesia’s
Volcanology and Geological Hazard Mitigation Center advised villagers living
on Merapi’s slopes to stay 3.1 miles from its crater and be aware of the peril of
lava. Merapi’s last major eruption in 2010 killed 347 people. Indonesia, an
archipelago of 270 million people, sits along the Pacific Ring of Fire, a
horseshoe-shaped area along the edge of the ocean that is prone to earthquakes
and volcanic activity.

Japan’s Toyotq, Isuzu, Hino join in truck technology tie up

TOKYO (AP) — Japanese automakers Toyota, Isuzu, and Hino say they are
setting up a partnership in commercial vehicles to work together in electric,
hydrogen, connected, and autonomous driving technologies. Under the deal,
Toyota Motor Corp., Japan’s top automaker, and truckmaker Isuzu Motors will
each take a 4.6% stake in each other, the three companies said in a joint
statement. Hino Motors is Toyota’s truck division and had been Isuzu’s rival.

The 39 million shares of Isuzu common stock that Toyota is acquiring are worth
42.8 billion yen, or about $400 million. Isuzu will acquire Toyota shares worth
the same value, they said. The three companies combined control 80% of the
Japanese truck market. Toyota, which makes the Camry sedan, Prius hybrid,
and Lexus luxury models, sold off in 2018 a 5.9% stake in Isuzu it had bought in
2006. Earlier, Isuzu had a capital tie-up with U.S. automaker General Motors.
The cooperation among Toyota, Isuzu, and Hino is designed to reduce emissions
by building hydrogen infrastructure, and to help solve the nation’s shortage of
drivers by sharing information online and making deliveries more efficient.

Philippine Supreme Court slams killings of lawyers, judges

MANILA, The Philippines (AP) — The Philippine Supreme Court has
condemned the alarming number of killings and threats against lawyers and
judges. One legal group has said the attacks are considerably higher under
President Rodrigo Duterte compared to the past 50 years under six former
presidents. The 15-member high court asked lower courts, law enforcement
agencies and lawyers, and judges’ groups to provide information about such
attacks in the last 10 years, in order for the court to take preemptive steps. The
attacks, it said, endanger the rule of law in an Asian bastion of democracy. “To
threaten our judges and our lawyers is no less than an assault on the judiciary.
To assault the judiciary is to shake the very bedrock on which the rule of law
stands,” the high court said in a rare, strongly-worded censure of the attacks.
“This cannot be allowed in a civilized society like ours.” The court said it would
not “tolerate such acts that only perverse justice, defeat the rule of law,
undermine the most basic of constitutional principles, and speculate on the
worth of human lives.”

China denounces U.S.-Taiwan coast guard agreement

BEIJING (AP) — China last month denounced an agreement between the
U.S. and Taiwanese coast guards that underscores growing ties between Wash-
ington and the self-governing island democracy. Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Hua Chunying said the pact violated U.S. commitments to China and called on
the U.S. to “be cautious with its words and actions on Taiwan-related issues.”
Hua also attacked support in congress for a bill calling on Taiwan to be given
status at the World Health Organization. Taiwan’s seat at the U.N. was handed
to China in 1971. “We urge the U.S. side to ... refrain from sending any wrong
signals to Taiwan independence forces, and refrain from encouraging and
inciting Taiwan to expand its so-called international space,” Hua told reporters
at a daily briefing. The U.S. switched diplomatic relations from Taiwan to China
in 1979 but maintains robust economic, political, and military ties with the
island. Those have grown stronger in recent years as China has upped its
threats to use its massive military to annex the island of 24 million.
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ARTISTIC ARCHIVING. Chinese artist Yang Qian uses
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dots to re-create an aerial view of Wuhan, China while under

lockdown, at her studio in Wuhan in central China’s Hubei province. Yang, who worked as a volunteer delivering vital sup-
plies to hospitals and residents during the city’s 76-day pandemic lockdown, is using her artwork to make sure that history

is not forgotten. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

One Good Thing: An artist preserves
Wuhan’s COVID memories

By Emily Wang Fujiyama
The Associated Press

'UHAN, China —  Scribbled
instructions for incoming patients
plastered on the window of a silent

hospital reception counter. A lone worker in a
hazmat suit, steadily spraying disinfectant in
an empty hospital hallway.

Such scenes from the height of the
coronavirus pandemic in Wuhan — moments
of fear and desperation as well as unity and
resilience — are etched in the mind of artist
Yang Qian.

One year on, she is channelling those
memories
memory of the central Chinese city’s 76-day
lockdown that upturned the lives of some 11
million people. In a way, that’s an extension of
her work as a volunteer delivering vital
supplies to hospitals and residents during the
traumatic period, while also reflecting the
pride many residents take in having
weathered the outbreak and draconian
measures taken to bring it under control.

“To express what I've seen in a realistic way,

into artwork to preserve the

this is the responsibility I've given myself. I
also hope that much of the history should not
be forgotten,” Yang said.

A painter by trade, she felt helpless in the
face of an unknown virus ravaging her beloved
hometown in January 2020. Fear gripped the
city as authorities abruptly shut its residents
in their homes and froze transport links on
January 23.

Two days later, she began volunteering with
a group delivering protective clothing, masks,
and other supplies around hospitals. Over the
course of four months, she and a fellow
volunteer delivered some 90,000 sets of
protective clothing and around 450,000 face
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masks.
As she made her rounds, she took on
requests
delivering much needed

and
supplies
medicine and disinfectant to food. Sleep was at
a premium as deliveries at times ran into the
early morning hours.

Her first post-pandemic artwork,
“Reception,” grew out of the experience of
accompanying a mother and daughter to a
hospital in early February. The two had
developed COVID-19 symptoms after the
father died at home from the disease and,

from residents strangers,

from

desperate, took to social media for help.

Yang saw the post and found a hospital
willing to accept the pair, but was told that no
ambulances were available.

With public transportation closed, the only
solution was to bicycle to the hospital, with
Yang leading the way.

At the reception desk, she saw instructions
for new patients haphazardly taped on its
window, some scribbled by hand. Stretched to
their limit, hospital staff would point to the
window instead of answering questions.

“It made me feel a kind of oppression, a kind
of fear,” Yang said. “Everyone, especially the
doctors, are spending time only to rescue
patients.”

She meticulously reproduced the scene in an
oil painting, right down to its torn papers and
scribbled notices.

A second oil painting followed based on a
photograph of a worker disinfecting a hospital
hallway, rendered in shadowy hues of deep
blue and black.

“It is in such a severe situation (but) even in
this atmosphere, there are still people who
stand up for us and protect us,” Yang said.

Soon after sending the mother-daughter
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Asian Currency
Exchange Rates
Units per U.S. dollar as of 4/02
Bangladesh Taka - - - - 84.2
Cambodian Riel - 4043.4
China Renminbi - - - - 6.5656
Fijian Dollar - - - - - - 2.0404
Hong Kong Dollar - - - 7.7762
Indian Rupee - - - - - - 73.39
Indonesian Rupiah - - - 14520
Iranian Rial - - - - - - 42025
Japanese Yen - - - - - 110.68
Laos New Kip - - - - - 9388.9
Malaysian Ringgit - - - 4.138
Nepal Rupee - - - - - - 117.95
Pakistani Rupee - - - - 153.2
Papua N.G. Kina - - - - 3.529
Philippine Peso- - - - - 48.549
Russian Ruble - - - - - 76.463
Saudi Riyal- - - - - - - 3.7503
Singapore Dollar - - - - 1.3454
South Korean Won - - - 1128.1
Sri Lankan Rupee - - - 198.88
(5- Taiwan Dollar - - - - - 28.529
Thai Baht - - - - - - - 31.31
Vietnam Dong - - - - - 23073




