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SENSE OF NORMALCY. Residents practice tai chi at a park in Wuhan in central China’s Hubei province
on January 23, 2021. A year after it was locked down to contain the spread of coronavirus, the city of Wuhan has
largely returned to normal, even as China continues to battle outbreaks elsewhere in the country. (AP Photo/Ng

Han Guan)

Wuhan returns to normal as
world still battling pandemic

By Emily Wang Fujiyama
The Associated Press

UHAN, China — More than a
year ago, a notice sent to
smartphones in Wuhan at

2:00am announced the world’s first
coronavirus lockdown, bringing the
bustling central Chinese industrial and
transport center to a virtual standstill
almost overnight. It would last 76 days.

On an early Saturday morning last
month, however, residents of the city
where the virus was first detected were
jogging and practicing tai chi
fog-shrouded park beside the mighty
Yangtze River.

Life has largely returned to normal in
the city of 11 million, even as the rest of the
world grapples with the spread of the
virus’ more contagious variants. Efforts to
vaccinate people for COVID-19 have been
frustrated by disarray and limited sup-
pliesin some places. The scourge has killed
more than 2.2 million people worldwide.

Traffic was light in Wuhan but there
was no sign of the barriers that a year ago
isolated neighborhoods, prevented
movement around the city, and confined

in a

people to their housing compounds and
even apartments.

Wuhan accounted for the bulk of China’s
4,636 deaths from COVID-19, a number
that has largely stayed static for months.
The city has been largely free of further
outbreaks since the lockdown was lifted on
April 8, but questions persist as to where
the virus originated and whether Wuhan
and Chinese authorities acted fast enough
and with sufficient transparency to allow
the world to prepare for a pandemic that
has sickened more than 100 million.

Wuhan has been praised for its sacrifice
in the service of the nation, turning it into
a sort of Stalingrad in China’s war against
the virus, commemorated in books,
documentaries, TV shows, and florid
panegyrics from officials including head of
state and leader of the Communist Party
Xi Jinping.

“We think Wuhan is a heroic city. After
all, it stopped its economy to help China
deal with the pandemic. This is a noble
act,” said resident Chen Jiali, 24, who
works at an internet shopping company.

Authorities are wary of the potential for

a new surge surrounding the Lunar New
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Relative of virus victim asks to
meet WHO experts in Wuhan

By Emily Wang Fujiyama
and Dake Kang
The Associated Press

UHAN, China — A relative of a
coronavirus victim in China is
demanding to meet a visiting

World Health Organization (WHO) expert
team, saying it should speak with affected
families who allege they are being muffled
by the Chinese government.

China approved the visit by researchers
under the auspices of the U.N. agency only
after months of negotiations. It has not
indicated whether they will be allowed to
gather evidence or talk to families, saying
only that the team can exchange views
with Chinese scientists.

“I hope the WHO experts don’t become a
tool to spread lies,” said Zhang Hai, whose
father died of COVID-19 on February 1,
2020, after travelling to the Chinese city of
Wuhan and getting infected. “We’ve been
searching for the truth relentlessly. This
was a criminal act, and I don’t want the
WHO to be coming to China to cover up
these crimes.”

China’s Foreign Ministry did not imme-
diately respond to a request for comment.

The WHO team, which arrived in
Wuhan on January 14 to investigate the
origins of the virus, began its field work
after al4-day quarantine.

Zhang, a Wuhan native now living in the
southern city of Shenzhen, has been
organizing relatives of coronavirus victims
in China to demand accountability from
officials.

Many are angry that the
downplayed the virus at the beginning of
the outbreak, and have attempted to file

China’s big holiday
travel season light so far
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state

fected, with virtually all foreigners barred
from entering China.

Meanwhile, a World Health Organiza-
tion team emerged from quarantine in
Wuhan on January 28 to start field work in
a fact-finding mission on the origins of the
virus.

The
complete 14 days in quarantine after

researchers were required to
arriving in China. Their mission has
become politically charged, as China seeks
to avoid blame for alleged missteps in its
early response to the outbreak.

The National Health Commission on
January 28 said that 41 new cases of
domestic transmission of the virus had
been reported over the previous 24 hours, a
decline from previous days. China has
reported 4,636 deaths from COVID-19
among more than 89,300 total cases.

lawsuits against the Wuhan government.

The relatives have faced immense
pressure from authorities not to speak out.
Officials have dismissed the lawsuits,
interrogated Zhang and others repeatedly,
and threatened to fire relatives of those
who speak to the foreign media, according
to interviews with Zhang and other
relatives.

Zhang said chat groups of the relatives
were shut down shortly after the WHO
team’s arrival in Wuhan, and he accused
the city government of trying to silence
them.

“Don’t pretend that we don’t exist, that
we aren’t seeking accountability,” Zhang
said. “You obliterated all our platforms,
but we still want to let everyone know
through the media that we haven’t given
up.”

WHO says its visit to China is a
scientific mission to investigate the origins
of the virus, not an effort to assign blame,
and that “in-depth interviews and
reviews” of early cases are needed. It did
not immediately respond to a request for
comment.

China initially rejected demands for an
international investigation after the
Trump administration blamed Beijing for
the virus, but bowed to global pressure in
May for a probe into the origins.

In late January, Dr. Anthony Fauci, the
top infectious disease official in the United
States, said at the World Economic Forum
that the origins of the virus that has
brought the world to its knees are still
unknown, “a big black box, which is awful.”

The mission was repeatedly delayed by
negotiations and setbacks, one of which
prompted an unusual public complaint by
the WHO head.

The arrival of the WHO mission has
revived controversy over whether China
allowed the virus to spread globally by
reacting too slowly in the early days.

From the beginning, WHO officials have
been trying to get more cooperation from
China, with limited success.

Audio recordings of internal WHO
meetings obtained by The Associated
Press and aired for the first time in
January show that even while the WHO
praised China in public, officials were
complaining privately about not getting
enough information.

The U.N. agency has no enforcement
powers, so it must rely on the goodwill of
member countries.

Keiji Fukuda, a public health expert at
the University of Hong Kong, has said the
visit is an “image building mission” in
addition to a scientific one, with China

eager to come off as being transparent and
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For timely updates and to read additional stories, visit
<www.facebook.com/TheAsianReporter>. Recent posts include:
¢ If I've already had the coronavirus, can I get it again?
¢ Should I get a COVID-19 vaccine if I've had the virus?

+ How quickly do I need a second COVID-19 vaccine shot?

+ U.S. COVID-19 deaths hit another one-day high at over 4,300
¢ Indonesia starts mass COVID vaccinations over vast territory
¢ Indonesian searchers hunt for crashed plane’s voice recorder
¢ Thai court gives record 43-year sentence for insulting king
¢ Coronavirus deaths rising in 30 U.S. states amid winter surge
¢ Indian village cheers for Kamala Harris before swearing-in as U.S. VP
+ Kamala Harris prepares for central role in Biden’s White House
+ Sales of U.S. Constitution topped 1 million during Trump years
¢ Nepali climbers who scaled K2 in Pakistan recount success
¢ Speculation over Tokyo Olympics: 2021, 2032, or not at all?

+ Some COVID-19 mutations may dampen vaccine effectiveness
¢ Oregon childcare, early learning, and K-12 teachers

to receive COVID-19 vaccine beginning January 25
¢ Biden opens ACA window for uninsured as COVID rages
¢ Ape at San Diego park improving after virus antibody therapy
¢ Health workers become first to get COVID-19 vaccine in Nepal
+ Novavax COVID-19 vaccine works, but less so against variants
¢ 2 in 5 Americans live where COVID-19 strains hospital ICUs
¢ Can COVID-19 vaccines be mixed and matched?
¢ Tanaka leaves Yankees, rejoins former team to pitch in Japan
+ At Sundance, pandemic dramas unfold on screen and off




