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Actors connect in “subconscious”
to play young, old Hokusai

By Yuri Kageyama
The Associated Press

OKYO — A new film portraying the life of Edo-era
I painter and printer Hokusai features the artistry
of two modern-day Japanese actors.

Yuya Yagira, who won a Cannes Best Actor award for
his role in Hirokazu Koreeda’s Nobody Knows, plays the
younger Hokusai. Internationally acclaimed dancer Min
Tanaka portrays the older Hokusai.

Although Yagira and Tanaka don’t particularly look
alike, their intense expressions are so similar, viewers

will have no problems accepting they’re the same person.

Hokusai was the closing film of the Tokyo International
Film Festival, which ended last month. The festival
featured online events as well as real-life film screenings
with social distancing for the pandemic.

Tanaka and Yagira talked at length just once, and
Tanaka had suggested they don’t try too hard to work at
portraying the same character, and instead just follow
their own “subconscious.”

“I chose to believe in the script, the director, and Yuya
Yagira the actor, and believe they have already prepared
what is to be inside of me. And that is enough,” Tanaka
said, stressing that mimicking Yagira’s portrayal of his
character as a youth wouldn’t be particularly interesting.

Their of Hokusai underline the
determination of artists to pursue their voice, a calling
that appears to lie deeply in Tanaka and Yagira, as well as
in Hokusai.

Yagira sees Hokusai as a feudal-era Banksy, the British
street artist, and was excited to be in a samurai film with

interpretations

no sword fighting scenes, featuring an artist with whom he
could identify.

“There are common feelings, such as wanting to be
recognized but not getting recognized, basic feelings like
jealousy or envy, or we want to be better,” he said. “We
decided to create our own Hokusai as a young man.”

The Hokusai’s
economic, psychological, and artistic hardships amid the
cruel, oppressive social backdrop of feudal Japan. The
struggles culminate

story traces struggles, enduring

in Hokusai’s arriving at the
spectacular waves of his famous woodblock print in the
“36 Views of Mount Fuji” series.

Yagira said he suggested the scene, in which a youthful
Hokusai in despair walks into the ocean, almost giving up,
but returns and starts drawing in a frenzy on the sand.

“Why did he feel so much for waves?” he said. “I

suggested maybe he had once given up on life. If you had
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During these tough times, if you are

able, please support local organizations,
nonprofits, stores, shops, restaurants,
and others by making donations or
purchasing gift certificates!

ARTISTIC PORTRAYAL. Actor Min Tanaka performs in a scene
from Hokusai. The new film, which porirays the life of Edo-era painter and
printer Hokusai, features the artistry of two modern-day Japanese actors
— Min Tanaka (pictured) and Yuya Yagira. Tanaka portrays the older
Hokusai in the film. (2020 Hokusai movie via AP)

that kind of extreme passion, then you will find the energy
to create such a world-famous painting.”

The scene that’s key for Tanaka is when the older
Hokusai revels in arriving at his own shade of blue.

“That scene is about achieving that blue, the color that I
love, and so it is with sheer joy I go into the rain. And I
want to become that color, making my whole body that
color,” Tanaka said with a smile, initially denying
playfully that he was dancing.

“The director had asked me that, if a dance becomes
born, then I should create dance. It worked out fine. Yes, I
danced,” he said.

Hajime Hashimoto, the director, believes movies have
long lived in “the world of darkness” — known as theaters
— despite the challenges of various times.

“That place where strangers huddle close, cry, laugh, get
outraged, and have fun together,” he said. “Hokusai brings
together all our feelings for that place.”
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Jolie Musique School of the Arts offers virtual
music lessons of any kind by world class trained
musicians from NYC directly to your home!

We guarantee quality and convenience,
plus passion and experience!
All ages & abilities, learning disabled & special needs included.

Contact:
HildeW@joliemusique.com ¢ (646) 460-6564
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Read The AR online: <www.asianreporter.com>!

Think you’re
an organ and

tissue donor?
Not if you haven’t
told your family.

It's the only time of year most people can buy their own health insurance.
If you don't get health insurance through your job or the Oregon Health Plan,
you may qualify for coverage at OregonHealthCare.gov.
You might also get help paying for your insurance.
Find out what coverage and savings are available to you at OregonHealthCare.gov
Visit OregonHealthCare.gov/gethelp or call
1-855-268-3767 to find FREE local help from an expert.

We provide free interpretation services in any language.
Act soon! The deadline is December 15.

OregonHealthCare.gov

Talk to your family about
organ and tissue donation.
Talk to your family
about donating life.

For a free donor card
brochure, contact:
Donate Life Northwest
(503) 494-7888
1-800-452-1369
www.donatelifenw.org
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CAITHIEN TIENG ANH CUA QUY VI!

DPoc, Viét, Nghe va Néi

LOP TIENG ANH NHU MOT NGON NGU
THU HAI (ESL)

HOC PHi: $30 - $60 m&i hoc ky *
CAC CAP BAC TRUNG CAP VA CHUYEN TIEP:

dé dat dugc muc tiéu chia quy vi.
12 gid mébi tuan
HOQC PHI: $60 mdi hoc ky*

* C6 hé trg mién 1é phi
Gi& hoc: Bugi séng va Budi téi
Ngay: Thi hai - Th ndm
Dia diém: Gresham hoic Portland
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Anh nhu mot

« Hoc cach doc, viét, nghe va néi tiéng Anh. 12 gid méi tuan

Hoc cach doc va viét tiéng Anh danh cho dai hoc va nghé
nghlep Tim hiéu ky nang giao ti€p va céng nghé can thiét

MAYWOOD PARK CENTER
10100 NE Prescott Street, Portland OR, 97220

TRUONG GRESHAM CAMPUS
26000 SE Stark Street, Gresham OR, 97030

Néu can ho trg déc biét do khuyét tat xin lién lac vai Van Phong Dich Vu Khuyét Tét (Disability Services Office) tai so
503-491-6923 hodc dsoweb@mhcc.edu. Vui long goi dién hodc giii email it nhét hai tuan trudc khéa hoc.

LGP MIEN PHIi VE QUYEN CONG DAN HOA KY:
+ Nghién ctiu cach nép don ghi danh va
phéng van dé
nhap tich Hoa Ky.

DE BIET THEM THONG TIN:
503-491-7333 (Tiéng Anh)
503-491-7675 (Tiéng Tay Ban Nha)
503-491-6100 (Maywood)

mhcc.edu/aboutESL




