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Remains dug from Japan mass
grave suggest epidemic in 1800s

By Mari Yamaguchi

The Associated Press

T
OKYO — Archaeologists have dug up the remains

of more than 1,500 people, many of them believed

to have died in an epidemic, who were buried in a

19th-century mass grave that is being excavated for a city

development project in Osaka in western Japan.

Officials at the Osaka City Cultural Properties

Association studying the remains said they believe they

are of young people who died in the late 1800s.

The Umeda Grave, one of seven historical burial sites in

Japan’s bustling merchant city of Osaka, was unearthed

as part of a redevelopment project near a main train

station. The more than 1,500 remains were found during

excavations that began in September 2019, following an

earlier 2016-2017 study that dug up hundreds of similar

remains at adjacent locations, according to Yoji Hirata, an

official at the association.

“It was our first historical discovery of a burial site in

Osaka,” Hirata said. “The findings will provide details of

burial traditions of ordinary people back then.”

In the earlier excavation, many remains showed signs

of lesions on the limbs. The discovery of additional similar

remains suggests the burial site was for those who fell

victim to an epidemic in the region, Hirata said.

All of the remains have been removed from the

excavation site, and experts will examine them and other

artifacts in hopes of finding more details related to the

deaths. Some experts have cited the possibility of an

epidemic of syphilis, which was rampant then in

populated areas such as Osaka.

Many of the remains were in small round holes, where

bodies were apparently stacked and buried.

Archaeologists found coffins containing multiple remains,

a sign that many victims of an epidemic were buried

together, Hirata said.

Experts also found about 350 urns and a possible

depository for bones at the site, signs that bodies were

cremated. They also unearthed coins, Buddhist prayer

beads, headdresses, combs, saké cups, and clay dolls that

were believed to have been buried with the dead.

Remains of several piglets were buried on the north side

of the cemetery and two horses on the south side.

Hirata said experts plan to compile their findings in a

report expected at the end of next year.

The burial site is in what used to be a farming area

outside an urban community near Osaka Castle and was

one of seven major cemeteries in the city. It appeared in

Japan’s traditional Bunraku musical drama The Love

Suicides at Sonezaki by Chikamatsu Monzaemon. People

used to tour the cemeteries to pray for their ancestors

during the mid-summer Bon season under Buddhist

tradition.
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Have your say!

For printed materials, 

call 503-837-3536, TTY 800-735-2900 

or ORS 711  

 

INTERPRETERS NEEDED

Linguava is a leading interpreting agency and we

are looking for interpreters for multiple languages.

If you or someone you know are proficient in

English and other languages, this can be for you!

We offer:

� Competitive pay

� Flexible schedule

� Bonuses

You will:

Be your own boss and help the community

We provide support whether you are just getting

started or have been interpreting for years.

Join our team of professional linguists today!

Apply online: <linguava.com/apply>

Contact us at (503) 265-8515 option 2 > option 6

E-mail: <careers@linguava.com>

A LEADING 
TRUSTED 
FRANCHISOR OF 
COMMERCIAL 
CLEANING 
SERVICES, 
WANTS YOU!

CALL TO FIND OUT HOW TODAY!  
1-000-111-2222

®

Own your own business today. 

No experience needed.  

Low cost start-up.  

In-house financing available.

(971) 371-5995

GRAVE FINDINGS. These undated images show urns (top photo)

and human bones buried in holes (bottom photo) found at the Umeda

Grave burial site in Osaka, Japan. The photos were taken during cemetery

research between September 2019 and August 2020. Archaeologists

have dug up the remains of more than 1,500 people, many of them be-

lieved to have died in an epidemic. (Osaka City Cultural Properties Associ-

ation via AP)

Three-year-old girl safe after
being lofted by kite in Taiwan

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) —

A three-year-old girl in

Taiwan was reported safe

after becoming caught in

the strings of a kite and

lifted several meters into

the air.

The unidentified girl was

taking part in a kite

festival in the seaside town

of Nanlioao when she was

caught up by a giant,

long-tailed orange kite.

Video shot at the scene

showed her twisting

several times above a

crowd of adults who

struggled to pull the kite

back to earth.

News reports said the

girl was frightened but

suffered no physical

injuries in the incident.

CLOSE CALL. In this image made from video, a three-year-old girl is

lifted into the air by a large kite during a kite festival in northern Taiwan on

August 30, 2020. The wind slowed down and the girl was safely recov-

ered by adults on the ground. (Image credit: Dainese Hsu)

Killingsworth Station
Food Cart Pod

Experience a collection of

food carts featuring a variety

of international flavors!

OUTDOOR SEATING IS OPEN!

1331 N. Killingsworth Street, Portland

(1 block east of N. Interstate Avenue)

www.killingsworthstationpod.com

www.facebook.com/KillingsworthStation

In memory of

Arnold A. Lim
December 24, 1972 -

September 11, 2001

You are missed …

and always

remembered.


