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Bali shushes social media for Day of Silence

BALI, Indonesia (AP) —
Bali’s annual Day of
Silence is so sacred that
even reaching for a
smartphone to send a tweet
or upload a selfie to social
media could cause offense.
This year it was nearly
impossible to do that
anyway.

The head of the Bali of-
fice of Indonesia’s Ministry
of Communications, Nyo-
man Sujaya, said all phone
companies agreed to shut
down the mobile internet
for 24 hours during Nyepi,
a day marking the New
Year on the predominantly
Hindu island.

That
phones would not connect
to the internet, shutting off
access to social media sites

meant smart-

such as Facebook and
Instagram and instant- Gusti
messaging apps. head

calm of the mind,” said
Ngurah Sudiana,
of the Indonesian

Hinduism Society. “Many
Hindu people are addicted
to gadgets,” he said. “I hope
during Nyepi they can be
introspective.”

50 years ago, the My Lai
massacre shamed the U.S. military

By Tran Van Minh and Grant Peck
The Associated Press

Y LAI, Vietham — The shudder
of artillery fire woke the boy at
5:30am. Three American

soldiers appeared at his family’s home a
couple of hours later and forced the mother

and five children into their bomb shelter, a
structure almost every rural home had
during the Vietnam War, to keep residents
safe.

One soldier set fire to the family’s
thatched house while the others tossed
grenades into the shelter. Protected under
the torn bodies of his mother and his four
siblings, 10-year-old Pham Thanh Cong
was the only survivor.

It was March 16, 1968, 50 years ago. The
American soldiers of Charlie Company,
sent on what they were told was a mission
to confront a crack outfit of their Vietcong
enemies, met no resistance, but over three
to four hours killed 504 unarmed civilians,
mostly women, children, and elderly men,
in My Lai and a neighboring community.
Vietnamese refer to the greater village
where the killings occurred as Son My.

“We started hearing the screaming and
moaning from our neighbors, which were
followed by gunfire and grenade explo-
sions, then the screaming and moaning
stopped, and my mother knew that the
American soldiers had killed people,” Cong
recalled this month. “I was covered with
the flesh and hair of my mother and sisters
and brother.”

Knocked unconscious with injuries to
his head and wounds on his torso from
grenade fragments, Cong was saved that
afternoon when his father came to retrieve
the bodies.

The My Lai massacre was the most
notorious episode in modern U.S. military
history, but not an aberration in America’s
war in Vietnam.

The U.S. military’s own records, filed
discreetly away for three decades,
described 300 other cases of what could
fairly be described as war crimes. My Lai
was distinguished by the shocking one-day
death toll, the stomach-churning photo-
graphs and the gruesome details exposed
by a high-level U.S. Army inquiry.

An official policy of free-fire zones —
from which civilians were supposed to
leave upon being warned — and an unoffi-
cial code of “kill anything that moves”
meant Vietnamese were constantly at
risk.

Estimates of civilians killed during the

U.S. ground war in Vietnam from 1965 to
1973 are generally 1 million to 2 million.

The average U.S. soldier could not be
sure who the enemy was, rarely encoun-
tering one directly. They were targeted by
landmines, booby traps, snipers. They
were told to help, but the Vietnamese were
rarely welcoming. Quang Ngai province,
where My Lai is located, was a hive of
communist military activity.

Two days before the massacre, a booby
trap killed a sergeant, blinded a GI, and
wounded several others on a Charlie
Company patrol.

Soldiers later testified to the U.S. Army
investigating commission that the
bloodletting began quickly when Lt.
William L. Calley Jr. led Charlie
Company’s first platoon into My Lai that
morning. One elderly man was bayoneted
to death; another man was thrown alive
into a well and killed with a hand grenade.
Women and children were herded into a
drainage ditch and slaughtered. Women
and girls were gang-raped.

“They went in with blood in their eyes
and shot everything that moved,” recalled
Hugh Thompson dJr., an army helicopter
pilot who flew support for the mission in
My Lai. He and his two-man flight crew
are the only servicemen known to have
actively intervened to try to stop the
killing. They evacuated a handful of
Vietnamese civilians on the point of being
killed by his countrymen. Thompson also
was one of several soldiers who became
whistleblowers and eventually brought
the outrage to public attention.

Calley was convicted in 1971 for the
murders of 22 people during the rampage.
He was sentenced to life in prison but
served only three days because former
U.S. President Richard Nixon ordered his
sentence reduced. He served three years of
house arrest.

Calley, the only person convicted in the
massacre, has avoided speaking about the
matter with apparently just one exception.
In 2009, at the urging of a friend, he spoke
to the Kiwanis Club in Columbus, Georgia,
near Fort Benning, where he had been
court-martialled.

“There is not a day that goes by that I do
not feel remorse for what happened that
dayin My Lai,” Calley said, according to an
account of the meeting reported by the
Columbus  Ledger-Enquirer. “I  feel
remorse for the Vietnamese who were
killed, for their families, for the American

soldiers involved, and their families. I am
Continued on page 13

SOCIAL-MEDIA BLACKOUT. A Balinese traditional security guard called pecalang patrols the normally
busy Ngurah Rai International Airport during Nyepi, or the Day of Silence, in Badung regency, Bali, Indonesia.
Bali’s annual Day of Silence is so sacred that even reaching for a smariphone to send a tweet or upload a selfie
to social media could cause offense. This year it was nearly impossible to do that, as all phone companies
agreed to shut down the mobile internet for 24 hours. (AP Photo/Fauzy Chaniago)

“Let’s rest a day, free
from the internet to feel the

On the day meant for
reflection, Balinese stayed
home and stopped using
electricity. The airport and
shops closed and guests at
resorts were asked to keep
noise to a minimum.
Beaches and streets on the
usually bustling
were deserted except for

island

patrols to make sure
silence was observed.
Bali’s  religious and

civilian leaders, including
police and military chiefs,
made the request to the
central government earlier
this month.

It’s the first time mobile
internet was shut down for
Nyepi. The same request
was made to the govern-
ment last year but was not
implemented.

Sujaya said shushing
social media will become
the norm for the Day of
Silence in the future. Tele-
vision and radio broadcasts
were also silenced as
usual.

“Wi-Fi at hotels, public
services, and vital objects
such as airports, hospitals,
security forces, and
banking still could run
normally but with minimal
use such as e-mails,” he
said.
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Buying or Selling Real Estate?

It's your move... let me help you
make the right one!

. Experienced
. Knowledgeable

. Professional

Zenny Way

508-706-2643 Real Estate Broker

zenny48@gmailcom
www.locationrealty.realtor
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203°317°*3759

Hiring Interpreters
for Mandarin &

Vietnhamese in
Portland call center

To apply:

Visit: www.languageline.com/careers
Choose: “Phone and Video Interpreters”
Choose: “United States”

Find position:

Mandarin Interpreter in Portland Center
Vietnamese Interpreter in Portland Center
Korean Interpreter in Portland Center

Read the job description & click “Apply Online”
OPEN UNTIL FILLED -- EEO/AA
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NEWBERG

FESTIVAL & CPRD RUN/WALK

SATURDAY
« APRIL 7, 2018 +

.

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT

CHEHALEM CULTURAL CENTER
415 E SHERIDAN ST, NEWBERG, OREGON

Save the date! The Asian Reporter Foundation’s 20th Annual
Scholarship & Awards banquet will be held April 26, 2018.
For information, visit <www.arfoundation.net>.




