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Commitment to social issues defines Wilson’s Rose Festival princess

By Maileen Hamto
The Asian Reporter

ilson High School’s Maggie Beutler is driven by
Wthe need to achieve “the next great accomplish-
ment.” Vying for the 2017 Portland Rose
Festival crown, Maggie was motivated to win the

opportunity to represent her high school in one of
Portland’s most iconic institutions.

“I wanted to know I could do something not everyone
could. When the Rose Court came along, I knew I had to
push myself to say, ‘I can and will do this,” she said.

Academically gifted, Maggie has been on Wilson High’s
Honor Roll since freshman year and is a proud member of
the National Honor Society. She also participates in Mock
Trial, the women’s tennis team, the Feminist Union, and
Asian Pacific Islanders. Despite the hard work and
commitment she devoted to accumulating these honors,
Maggie considers the journey that has taken her thus far
as her most important accomplishment.

“The thing I am most proud of isn’t my grades or
awards, but the wonderful group of friends I have found
and the community which surrounds me,” she said. “My
ability to develop over the past four years may have taken
me a bit of time. I am proud of the friends I have kept, the
temptation I have refused, and the person I have become.”

As an adopted Chinese daughter, Maggie said she is
honored to have an opportunity to explore her cultural
roots. Her family celebrates the Lunar New Year and she
is motivated to continue learning about myriad Chinese
traditions.

At 10 years old, Beutler returned to Guixi, China with
her parents — an eye-opening experience that continues
to teach lessons to this day.

“I saw the orphanage where I lived the first year of my
life,” Maggie said of her visit. “I did not grasp the full
gravity of the situation at the time; I know now the issue
surrounding children in foster care is one that should not
be ignored.”

Maturity that comes from teachable life experiences is
Maggie’s
self-awareness, as she navigates her teenage years with
“I have had my fair share of
microagressions, and even dealt with some very unkind
racism. Therefore, I know that while I do not always see
my color, other people always do,” she said.

Reconciling the intersectionality of cultural identities
has inspired Maggie to become part of Wilson’s feminist
club. She is eager to learn from and lead her peers in
deepening their collective understanding of gender
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“I will defend myself and the rights of others in the
name of equality. Because I believe that in this world, the
act of living should never be threatened, questioned, or
judged because of someone’s gender.”

With her ever-growing awareness of social issues, it’s no
wonder that writing and photography — two of Maggie’s
favorite things — require thoughtfulness and empathy,
the ability to step inside someone else’s reality. With her
interest and skills in photography, Maggie relishes her
newfound role as a paid senior photographer. She
considers portrait photography as both challenging and
edifying.

“The kind of satisfaction that comes with helping
someone to realize their own individual beauty cannot be
described. And I am deeply humbled whenever I am able
to help someone love themselves a little bit more,” she
said.
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THOUGHTFUL & EMPATHETIC. Maggie Beutler (left photo)
is seen with friends Gracie (right photo, left) and Clodagh (right photo,
right). Beutler is representing Wilson High School as its 2017 Rose Festi-
val princess. The Portland Rose Festival’s Queen’s Coronation takes place
Saturday, June 10 at Portland’s Veterans Memorial Coliseum. (Photos
courtesy of Maggie Beutler)

Leveraging her gift in the written word, Maggie is
interested in pursuing a writing career in film or
television, particularly for “Saturday Night Live.” She
said she has been drawn to work in satire for some time.

“Comedy is a way to evoke conversation and call to
question, ‘if we cannot laugh in hard times, what can we
do?” Maggie explained. “Satire can bring both joy and call
attention to some very important issues.”

When asked about her soon-to-start stint on the court,
Maggie said she is excitedly looking forward to the
different events and ceremonies while learning more
about the City of Portland along the way.

“I am both honored and humbled by the opportunity to
give back to the community, all it has given me. And in
many ways I feel as though the Rose Court has shined a
light on both me and my school,” Maggie said. “I am very
excited to represent my school, my city, and my cul-
ture.”

A Rose Festival princess represents her school and acts as the “face of

the Rose Festival” at many events in the community, including parades,

volunteer activities, luncheons with community and business leaders,
and more. The Portland Rose Festival Founaation awards each court
member a $3,500 scholarship, courtesy of The Randall Group.

To qualify for the Rose Festival Court, a candidate must be a full-time
junior or Senior at a 4A, 5A, or 6A high school in Multnomah,
Washington, or Clackamas county and have a minimum cumulative
grade point average of 3.0. Potential princesses are evaluated on
citizenship, scholastic achievement, school activities, civic involvement,
volunteer projects, communication skills, and overall impression.

The Portland Rose Festival Queen is chosen from all of

the court members at Portland’s Veterans Memorial Coliseum

on Saturday, June 10 from 8:30am to 9:30am. To learn more,

call (503) 227-2681 or visit <www.rosefestival.org>.

Black Pearl Acupuncture

Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine
are great for:

- Acute/Chronic Pain (i.e. neck, back,
sciatica & shoulder)

- Treating & Preventing the flu and colds

- Stress Relief

- Headaches/Migraines

Sita Symonette
Licensed Acupuncturist

wwuw.blackpearlacupuncture.com seasymonettea@gmail.com

Call to schedule an appointment: (503) 308-9363
505 N.W. Ninth Ave., Portland, OR 97209
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Pets « Holidays + Special Occasions + Just for Fun
www.spiltinkgallery.com (503) 442-6427
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Portland’s #1 Causé of Fires and

Careless Smoking and Cigarelte Litter

New Owners

Newly remodeled

All new equipment.

Belmont Eco Laundry has large capacity washers and dryers,
perfect for those comforters, sleeping bags, big family loads,
work clothes, and more!

You'll get your laundry done in record time, leaving you time
to spend with family and friends.

Visit us at BelImontecolaundry.com for more details.

4725 SE Belmont St.

Open daily 8 to 10

Rffordahle Quality Retirement Living

for Seniors 62 years and older

Alberta Simmons Plaza
6611 NE Martin Luther King Blvd
Portland, Oregon 97211

503-240-4198

- One-Bedroom Apartments with Full
Sized Kitchens and Living Areas

-Planned Activities, Laundry Facility,
Conference & Meeting Room,
Elevator and Library

- Conveniently Located to Shopping,

Restaurants, Pharmacy and
Medical Offices @ L\




