
Davis Guggenheim transformed
by making Malala documentary
By Sandy Cohen

The Associated Press

L
OS ANGELES — Davis Guggenheim has made

movies about world leaders (Barack Obama, Al

Gore) and rock stars (U2, Jimmy Page, Jack

White), but it’s his new film about a girl and her dad that

affected him most.

Of course, Malala Yousafzai is no ordinary girl.

Guggenheim spent a year and a half with the Nobel Peace

Prize winner and her family to make the documentary He

Named Me Malala. He came away deeply moved.

“She’s my favorite,” the Oscar-winning documentarian

(An Inconvenient Truth) said. “You’re not supposed to

have favorites, but she’s incredible. I’ve fallen in love with

this family.”

Even more than Malala’s activism, Guggenheim was

inspired by the Yousafzai family dynamic, how they value

tradition, education, and fun.

“I wanted my family to be more like their family,” said

the 51-year-old filmmaker, who has three children with

wife Elisabeth Shue. “I wanted my family to have this

joyous love for each other, this very expressive sense of

love.”

He Named Me Malala is a personal portrait of the teen

activist, who was shot in the head by the Taliban in 2012

for advocating for girls’ education in Pakistan. She

recovered and continued her work globally, addressing

the United Nations in 2013 and winning the Nobel Peace

Prize last year.

The film centers on Malala’s close relationship with her

father, Ziauddin Yousafzai, a teacher and public speaker

who knew his daughter’s gender didn’t limit her potential.

“I have two daughters, and my daughters are

mysterious to me,” Guggenheim said. “I want to know

what he did, what she did in that relationship. I want to

unpack that relationship somehow.”

He learned about Malala’s family history of public

speaking: Her grandfather was a cleric and her dad has

long defended education and liberty in the face of religious

extremism. The filmmaker learned about the Pashtun

heroine she is named for: Malalai of Maiwand, a brave

young woman who rallied Afghani troops against the

British Army in 1880 and was killed for being so

outspoken.

He followed Malala and her father as they travelled to

Kenya, Nigeria, and Jordan to support children’s rights.

Guggenheim also filmed Malala at home, where she does

her homework, teases her brothers, and blushes as she

looks at pictures of Roger Federer online.

But even after hundreds of interviews and countless

hours spent with the Yousafzai family, Guggenheim says

18-year-old Malala is still “a complete mystery to me.”

“Clearly, she’s a combination of all these wonderful

things: her father’s dream for her, her mother’s intense

spirituality,” he said. “But also (it’s) just who she is.”

A world icon and a regular teenage girl, she’s

Guggenheim’s favorite.

“This movie has been my favorite movie because it

really has changed my life. It blows me away,” he said. “I

want what they have. I want to be the father that Zia is. I

want my daughters to feel the love that he gives Malala. I

want them to feel that love and respect.”

MEETING MALALA. Ziauddin Yousafzai, left, and Malala Yousafzai

attend the premiere of He Named Me Malala at The Ziegfeld Theatre last

month in New York. Davis Guggenheim has made movies about world

leaders (Barack Obama, Al Gore) and rock stars (U2, Jimmy Page, Jack

White), but it’s his new film about Malala Yousafzai and her dad that

affected him most. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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GRANTS MANAGER

Established Oregon Philanthropy seeks full-time
grants manager to administer grant-making
processes and activities, including grant applications
and reporting, grant awards and agreements, and
management of the Foundation’s database and
website. Requires bachelor’s degree or equivalent;
exceptional communication skills, written and oral;
excellent organizational skills; advanced computer
skills using MS Word, Excel, and Access software.

Minimum three years of experience in related
capacity, preferably with a foundation or nonprofit.
Salary is competitive and includes benefits.

To apply, send cover letter, résumé, and references
to: Grants Manager Search, The Collins Foundation,
1618 SW 1st Ave., Suite 505, Portland, OR 97201.
Or submit documents electronically to
<information@collinsfoundation.org>. Review of
applications will begin October 19, with the
successful candidate selected by late November. No
phone calls please. Full job description available at
<www.collinsfoundation.org>.

Clark County, WA

Job Opportunities

FEATURING

DEPUTY TREASURER
$7,430 - $10,497 per Month

ROAD MAINTENANCE

DIVISION MANAGER
$6,899 - $9,745 per Month

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

SPECIALIST I/II
$23.47 - $30.82 per Hour

FOOD SERVICES COORDINATOR
$18.41 - $23.47 per Hour

PARTNERSHIPS COORDINATOR
$4,535 - $6,406 per Month

INFECTION CONTROL

PRACTITIONER
$5,006 - $7,072 per Month

Apply online at <www.clark.wa.gov>

Relay: 1-800-833-6388 � EOE

Metro operates the Oregon Convention Center,

Oregon Zoo, Portland’5 Centers for the Arts and

Expo Center and provides transportation planning,
recycling, natural area and other services to the
region.

Visit <www.oregonmetro.gov/jobs> for current
listings and a link to our online hiring center.

Metro is an Affirmative Action /

Equal Opportunity Employer

Find general information about the
city and employment opportunities at:

<www.hillsboro-oregon.gov>

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The Port of Portland is a regional government entity

operating airports, marine terminals and industrial
parks in the greater Portland metropolitan area. Our
mission is to enhance the region’s economy and
quality of life by providing efficient cargo and air
passenger access to national and global markets.

To view current job openings and to apply for
open positions, visit the Port’s website at
<www.portofportland.com>.

The Port of Portland is an

AA/EEO employer committed to

workforce diversity and affirmative action.

GENERAL

CONTRACTOR

Oregon-based General Contractor looking for

equipment operators, laborers, pipe layers,

carpenters, truck drivers to work on prevailing wage

projects. Training program available. EOE, women

and minorities encouraged to apply. Fax résumé to

(503) 623-9117, e-mail <ads@jwfowler.com>, or

applications available at <www.jwfowler.com>.

SECURITY OFFICER/

VEHICLE OPERATOR

NEEDED!
Troutdale, Oregon

H.S. Diploma or GED and 2 years experience or
combination of education and experience. Valid
driver’s license; acceptable driving record. Obtain
Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards Train-
ing (DPSST) certification within 10 days of employ-
ment; CDL permit, CDL medical certification and
CPR/First Aid certification within 90 days. Paid train-
ing, licensing, certifications. $12.87 per hour + bene-
fits. Apply online at <www.chugach.com/careers>
or <www.chugachjobs.com>. #OR010048.

Women, veterans, minorities encouraged to apply.

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer!

PART-TIME CHILD

FORENSIC INTERVIEWER

Children’s Center is a nationally accredited child
abuse intervention center whose mission is to
support and medically assess children who are
suspected victims of abuse or neglect. Our clinic is
seeking a part-time Child Forensic Interviewer to join
our caring and dedicated team. Visit <www.childrens
center.cc> for a full job posting, requirements &
application details under the “Get Involved” tab.

PART-TIME CHILD ABUSE

MEDICAL EXAMINER

Children’s Center is a nationally accredited child
abuse intervention center whose mission is to
support and medically assess children who are
suspected victims of abuse or neglect. Our clinic is
seeking a Part-Time Nurse Practitioner (PNP or FNP)
or Medical Doctor (MD or DO) to join our caring and
dedicated team of Child Abuse Medical Examiners.
Visit <www.childrenscenter.cc> for a full job posting,
requirements & application details under the “Get
Involved” tab.

EMERGENCY

PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Salary: $5,496.00 - $7,330.00 Monthly

Under the general direction of the Portland Water
Bureau Emergency Manager, the Program
Coordinator is responsible for planning, organizing,
implementing, and evaluating program activities
such as emergency responder trainings, exercises,
and response plan updates. Specifically, this position
will oversee the tracking and maintenance of
emergency response equipment, including vehicles,
trailers, 800 MHz and VHF radios, satellite phones,
and damage assessment and employee disaster kits.

For more detailed information or to apply, please
go to <www.portlandoregon.gov/jobs>. All appli-
cations must be submitted online.


