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ACTING INSPIRATION. Actor Ken Jeong poses with his award
for “Best WTF Moment” backstage at the MTV Movie Awards in Universal
City, California in this June 6, 2010 file photo. Jeong won the award for
his small yet wildly over-the-top role in the 2009 comedy The Hangover,
which included him leaping naked out of a car trunk to attack someone.
Jeong says that much of the inspiration for his memorably angry Mr.
Chow character in the movie was a reaction to his wife’s fight against
breast cancer at the time. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

Ken Jeong says Hangover
role inspired by wife

By David Bauder
The Associated Press

EW YORK — Actor Ken Jeong says that much of
Nthe inspiration for his memorably angry Mr.

Chow character in The Hangover movie was a
reaction to his wife’s fight against breast cancer at the
time.

His small role in the 2009 comedy, which included
leaping naked out of a car trunk to attack someone, was so
wildly over-the-top that he won an MTV Movie Award for
it.

Even after earning the role, however, he wasn’t going to
take it. He explained in a short film to accompany the
upcoming Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) docu-
mentary, Cancer: The Emperor of All Maladies, that he
was caring for his wife, Tran Ho, and their one-year-old
twins as she was undergoing chemotherapy.

“Tran encouraged me to do it,” Jeong said in an
interview. “She thought I was suffering from caregiver
burnout.”

He channelled his rage at his wife’s plight into the
character, he said. One monologue that wound up being
cut from the film but used as a DVD outtake turned into a
pure rant that Jeong sees now he was doing to unburden
himself.

Jeong, who is Korean, slipped in some dialogue in
Vietnamese purely as an inside joke for his wife, who is
Vietnamese.

He accepted his MTV award with an emotional speech
just after the couple learned she was cancer-free for two
years. Before he could talk about it to the media following
the show, he slipped into an alley behind the theater and
broke down crying.

Shortly after that, the Stand Up to Cancer organization
asked him to do some volunteer work, and that included
the online film that is being used to promote the PBS
project, a film by Barak Goodman and Ken Burns that
brings to life the Pulitzer-Prize-winning book by
Siddhartha Mukherjee. The three-part film airs March
30, 31, and April 1 on PBS.

Tran Ho has now been cancer-free for six years.

“She’s just a pillar of strength,” Jeong said. “She’s my
biggest inspiration because she handled it with such grace
and strength and class. Even if  wasn’t married to her, I'd
be in awe of her.”

Cancer: The Emperor of All Maladies airs on Oregon Public Broad-
casting March 30 through April 1 from 9:00pm to 11:00pm. To learn
more, visit <www.cancerfilms.org> and <www.opb.org>.
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QUIT SMOKING TODAY.
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The Asian Reporter Foundation’s 17th Annual Scholarship & Awards
banquet will be held Thursday, April 23, 2015 at Portland’s TAO Event Center.

For information about sponsorship opportunities, nomination forms for “Most Honored Elder” and “Exemplary Community

Volunteer” awards, or college scholarship application forms, call (503) 283-0595 or visit <www.arfoundation.net>.




