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Historic Decision

H. L. Mencken, who had a reputation as the na
tion’s bad boy in the
smartest newspaper men this country has ever produc-
ed, once said that if the Supreme Court of the United
States reached decisions by rolling dice, he would still
be 100 percent for it. We have an idea that many Amer-

lean citizens felt more or less the same way after the '

court’s historie decision of last Monday.

The court, in the 6-3 ruling against the President's
so-called “inherent powers,” acted directly in the steel
crisis, after the President had seized the industry to
prevent a strike. But the decision reaches. of course,
far beyond this specific case.

“There is no statute,” the majority opinion read,
“that expressly authorizes the President to take posses-
sion of property as he did here. Nor is there any act of
Congress to which our attention has been directed from
which such a power can be implied."”

In other words, we are still governed by laws in
these United States, and not by men, although certain
Among us have had occasion to question this for some

time past. We have never suggested that Truman was |

attempting to assume dictatorial powers for the sake
of those powers in his futile effort to take over steel;
We think that his concern was honest. although his
methods were rash and ill thought-out, as so many of
his actions have been. He would have been wiser, of
course, to halt the strike temporarily by use of the Taft-
Hartley Act, then handing the case over to Congress for
solution. Why he didn't follow this procedure is ob-
vious, but inexcusable

But despite his motives and his methods, the ser-
lous effect of the seizure, had it been allowed to stand,
would have been in the precedent which would have
been set. As we have said before. despite his stubborn-
ness and his spitefulness, Truman is no native Peron or
Hitler or Stalin. But how do we know that we will nev-
er get one?

If we should, we want no “inherent powers
cedent set to make things easy for him

Another encouraging thing about the decision, of
course, was the line-up of justices who opposed the
President, among them the two Douglas and Black

who have consistently voted in favor of controvers-
1al New Deal and Fair Deal legislation. Perhaps we are
too naive, but it proved to us. at least, that the High
Tribunal is made up of honest men, despite the fact that
We may disagree with them at times

Still another encouraging note struck in the decis-
on Was in the declaration that such moves as the Pres-
ident’s seizure of the steel industry (which he said he
selzed as Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces) was
& Job for the nation's lawmakers, not for its military
authorities.”

We say hurrah for that, too. Not that we don't
think most of our Big Brass to be honest men and com-
petent men far more competent, we should hope
than most of our law makers But we are inherently
Suspicious of the military, particularly after such a
long period of war and unrest, and we are particularly
Wary of the growing public belief that the man in uni-
form can do no w rong

NOo, we'd rather be guverned by civilians. We citi
aens can always “unelect’ Congressman Joe Doaks: it's
a lot mon © difficult for us to demote 8 member of the

Rig Brass
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