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SCANNING THE WEEK'S NEWS
of Main Street and the World WWW tier

AFL Breaks With Farm Agencies; 
Gen. Eisenhower Reports on Europe

—-A Weakly Newsletter

AFL BREAKS TIES— Farmers and farm  workers across the nation 
were pondering the sudden action of the American Federation of Labor 
obviously aimed at breaking off its heretofore friendly relations with 
the American Farm  Bureau Federation and the National Grange.

Meeting at Montreal, Canada, the AFL's executive council issued a 
statement which charged that the labor organization could no longer 
‘ ‘appease”  these farm  groups because they had swung "to  the side of 
reaction" in national affairs.

“ In fact, on economic issues of v ita l concern to the national welfare," 
the statement said, “ it has become d ifficult to discern any major d iffer­
ence between the policy of the American Farm Bureau Federation and 
the National Grange on the one hand, and that of the National Associa­
tion of Manufacturers and the U. S. Chamber of Commerce on the other.”

The AFL then pointed out that "labor cannot go on indefinitely 
supporting legislation beneficial to farmers while their organizations 
maintain a policy of seeking punitive anti-labor legislation.”

The AFL made it clear that it  was disappointed in the action of the 
farm  groups in teaming up with "b ig  business”  representatives to defeat 
the enactment of effective anti-inflation controls. This would seem to be 
the opening shot in a civ il war between two big segments of the nation's 
economy.

•  R eports from m id v e s t 's  g re a t  farm b e lt  
in d ic a te  farm Implement market has h i t  a slump in  
l a s t  60 days th a t  i s  causing  Main S tr e e t  r e t a i l e r s  
co n s id e rab le  worry. I t  i s  more than  seasonal s a le s  
slump. IT 'S  FATTERN DEVELOPS AFTER BIGGEST FARM 
EQUIFMENT BUYING SPREE IN NATION'S FARM HISTORY. 
MANUFACTURERS SOLD NEARLY §2 BILLION WORTH OF 
FARM MACHINERY YEARLY FOR FAST THREE YEARS.

•  T o tal farm er investm ent in  
to o ls  and machines Jumped from $6 
b i l l i o n  in  1946 to  over §14 ' b i l l i o n  
a t  s t a r t  of 1951. Farmers own 4 ,000,000
t r a c to r s  today , more than  double num­
b er a decade ago ; 400,000 m echanical 
corn p ic k e rs , compared w ith  120,000 ten  
y ears  ag o ; and 700,000 g ra in  com bines, t r i p l e  
t o t a l  of 10 y ears  back.
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REPORT ON EUROPE-

Main S t r e e t 's  r e t a i l  m erchants g ive se v e ra l 
reason  f o r  slump p a t te r n :  Banks t i g h ten in g  up 
on c r e d i t , p r ic e s  too h ig h , and some a re a s  
o v e rso ld .
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-One of the clearest reports the home towns 
of the country have received 
on western Europe's grow­
ing strength was made 
last week by a senate sub­
committee after a 14-day 
visit with Gen. Dwight 
Eisenhower.

The committee reported 
Eisenhower as saying " i t  
is almost ridiculous for us to 
be talking in terms of fright 
and hysteria”  in the face of 
the free world's overwhelm­
ing strength.

T h e  committee re­
ported: (1) Eisenhower's
headquarters is dissatisfied 
with the fact that western 
Europe has increased its 
armed forces only 20 per 
cent since the Korean war 
began. (They have promised 
a 75 per 'cent increase next 
year); (2) Spain and Yugo­
slavia should be brought 
into the “ master plans" for 
defense of Europe; (3) Once 
European m ilita ry  build-up

is complete, it w ill be possible “ to begin the gradual withdrawal of U. S. 
forces” ; (4) There is dissatisfaction among U.S. field representatives 
at the “ multiheaded command”  in Washington over political, economic, 
and m ilita ry  operations; (5) I t  w ill cost about $1,000,000.000 in France 
alone to erect the “ overhead" for combat operations; (6) Without U.S. 
leadership Europe by now might have fallen before Communism; (7) 
Economic aid must be “ p rim arily  for the purpose of assisting friendly 
countries to strengthen their individual and collective defenses” ; (8) I t  
is most important that east-west trade shall not be permitted to increase 
the war potential of the Soviet Union.
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JULY HOME EXPENDITURES OFF
•  C red it r e s t r i c t i o n s  on home b u ild in g

began to  h u rt the  in d u s try  du rin g  Ju ly , re s u l t in g  
in  30 per 'cen t re d u c tio n  in  home b u ild in g  from 
same month of l a s t  y e a r . T o tal va lue  of new 
c o n s tru c tio n  work in  Ju ly , however, ro se  about 
3 p e r cen t from June. There was con tinued  d e c lin e  
inin  c o n s tru c tio n  of s o c ia l  and re c re a t io n a l
f a c i l i t i e s ,  re s ta u r a n ts  andand garag es .
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Ike and Rosenberg 
Mrs. Anna Rosenberg, assistant dé­

jense secretary, is greeted by Gen. Eisen­
hower at SHAPE headquarters near Paris. 
Mrs. Rosenberg is discussing manpower 
with the Allied supreme commander.

WHEAT SUPPORT PRICE
® Of in te r e s t  to  g ra in  e le v a to rs  and d e a le rs  

iP_» h e a t : departm ent of a g r ic u l tu r e  has announced
th e  wheat support p r ic e  a t  a n a t io n a l  average of
§2.18 per bushel fo r  the  1951 c rop . L ast y e a r 's  
average was §1.99 p er b u sh e l. The 1951 support 
p r ic e  i s  90 per cen t of p a r i ty  a t  th e  beginning of 
th e  m arketing year Ju ly  1. Ju ly  1 p a r i ty  is  §2.42 
p e r b u sh e l. For the  same da te  l a s t  y ea r, p a r i ty  
was $2.21 p er bu sh el.

ANDES WHALERS . . . The war scare in the world today has created a areal demand ior whale »11, and 
Chile haa entered the world’s moat thrilling profession—catching huge 74-foot, 69-lon mammals like thia 
one. At Qulntay, a fleet of eight boat« la catching I2H) whales a year. Chile's whaling Industry prodm es 
about 5000 tons of oil, the finest fdr precision machinery, and about 1000 tons of nitrogen fertiliser, with a 
total value of $4 million. The Industry la non-stop the year around. From December to May, the whaling 
takes places 70 miles off the coast, and from June t> November II goes on in the polar regions.

•  Homebuilding c o n s tru c tio n  fo r  p r iv a te  r e s i ­
dences in  June was 23 p er cen t under June 1950, 
a lthough  a l l  ex p en d itu res  in  new c o n s tru c tio n  
to ta le d  §2 ,700,000, an in c re a se  of 6 p er cen t over 
May. Seasonal expansion in  highway c o n s tru c tio n  
accounted fo r  a la rg e  p a r t  of th e  S50,000,000 in ­
c re ase  in  p u b lic  c o n s tru c tio n .

RED BUILD-UP — While Allied and Communist representatives 
negotiate a cease-fire at Kaesong, with increasing prospects for success, 
the Reds have taken the opportunity to carry out a big m ilita ry build-up 
in Korea.

Observers are now wondering if  the Communists are planning a new 
offensive if  the Kaesong armistice talks collapse, or are they pouring in 
troops merely to strengthen the hand of their negotiators?

Many are inclined to belive it  means a new offensive. They point out 
that unusually heavy truck tra ffic  through North Korea toward the front, 
started at the firs t mention of armistice talks late in June and continued 
through mid-July.

There is an entirely new vigor in the North Korean army, observers 
point out, and Communist artille ry has become more plentiful and bolder. 
Red prisoners and deserters invariably talk about plans for a “ new 
offensive” . In the past they have usually been right.

•  Outlook fo r  August i s  fo r  ba rg a in  s a le s  on 
th e  p a r t  of r e t a i l  m erchants w ith some s iz e a b le  
p r ic e  c u t t in g .  Reason is  lag g ard  consumer buying 
and con tinued  h igh  in v e n to r ie s .  Concensus in  
W ashington i s  th a t  i f  a cease f i r e  o rder i s  e f ­
fe c te d  in  Korea, f u r th e r  d e c lin e  in  farm p r ic e s  
may r e s u l t .  L ast-m inu te  op in ion  is  th a t  tax es  w ill
be ra is e d  d e sp ite  what may happen in  Korea, and 
p a r t  may apply  to  t h i s  y e a r 's  income.

------  P rep ared  by the W ashington B ureau  ef W N U  Featnreu .
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QUESTION BOX

THE WHEAT CROP —  In a new crop forecast, the department of 
agriculture predicts this year's wheat crop w ill fa ll below a billion bushels 
for the firs t time since 1943. This was a decrease of 72 m illion bushels 
from  its July 1 forecast. However, the department said, the indicated 
crop, plus reserves, would be more than ample to meet needs.

Floods and dry weather last month was credited with cutting the crop 
to an estimated 998 m illion bushel harvest. Several m illion acres of 
wheat, corn, barley, flaxseed and potatoes were destroyed by mid-west 
floods. The year’s corn estimate was lowered to 3,206 million bushels, 89 
m illion bushels below last month's predictions.

REDS TO A I I END— Although the Soviet Union nas announced she 
w ill send delegates to attend 50-nation Japanese peace treaty conference 
in San Francisco September 4. the Russian delegation is expected to 
refuse to sign the document.

The Russians have b itterly condemned the proposed treaty draft as 
illegal and a device for tying an “ aggressive”  satellite Japan to the 
United States.

By attending the conference the Russians w ill again have an oppor­
tunity to create world-wide propaganda. They can be expected to protest 
the treaty item by item.

■ Nearly 17 million tons of mud, muck andA C ITY COMES BACK-
debris have been shoveled 
aside in Kansas City as the 
flood-ravaged v a l l e y s  of 
Missouri continue to make 
one of the nation’s most re­
markable comebacks.

Just three weeks after 
the flood waters had ebbed 
from the Kansas City stock- 
yards, a consignment of 
shorthorn cattle pounded 
through the wooden pens to 
m ark the reopening of the 
nation’s second largest live­
stock market.

Three major packing 
plants a r e  slaughtering 
again and more than 120 
business firm s have returned 
to offices evacuated during
the flood. Although many families are still in dire need of relief and 
assistance, nearly 30,000 employees have returned to jobs washed out 
by the mid-July flood

Throughout the flood-stricken area, it ’ s been back to business for ) 
grain elevators, flour mills, farm machinery concerns, transfer com­
panies, sheet metal works, motor parts firms, tractor and equipment 
companies, paint manufacturers, m illing companies, a creamery and 
dairy supply company, soap manufacturers and lumber companies.

I t  has been a wonderful story of a city fighting its way back.

PRICE LAW VIOLATIONS

$10,000,000 Involved in Fifty Cases
The government is investigating $5,000,000 in Illegal

(Send your questions about the 
armed forces or any aspect of mili­
tary service Io: Walter Shea.'. Armel 
Services Question Bos. 10S7 National 
Press Building, Washington 4, D. C. 
Answers will be given in this col­
umn.)

^»HE selective service system has
been asked to deliver 41,000 men 

in October to jo int induction sta­
tions for assignment to the army 
and the marine corps. Of the total, 
36,000 w ill be assigned to the army 
and 5,000 to the marine corps. The 
induction call for October repre­
sents an increase of 6,820 men over 
the one for September.

A. No, there is no time lim it for 
filing compensation claims. How­
ever, If you apply within one year 
from the date of discharge, and 
VA approves your claim, payments 
w ill be made retroactive to your 
discharge date. I f  you wait more 
than one year, the effective date on 
which payments may begin w ill be 
the date of application.

50 m ajor cases of alleged price- 
ceiling violations that could result 
in the return of $10,000,000 to the 
government and consumers.

Price Enforcement Director Ed­
ward P. Morgan hinted that the 
cases involve some of the largest 
business concerns in the country. 
He said one case "has possible in-

volves about 
profits."

In many cases the price agencies 
are forcing firms found guilty of 
violations to make restitution to 
customers. In others, where there 
is no clear method for repayment 
to customers, money from settle­
ments is paid to the United States 
treasury.

The number of national guards­
men taking specialized resident 
training in regular army schools 
during the fiscal year 1951 reached 
a record high, the department of 
the army has said. Guardsmen con­
tinuing their m ilita ry education by 
home study through enrollment in 
army extension c o u r s e s  also 
reached a record-breaking number.

Q. I am a veteran of World
War I. I  wqs overseas with the
)2nd division and was later 
transferred to the 82nd. I came 
out of the service in May 1919, 
having received an honorable 
discharge which I have since lost.
Is there any way that I  can get 
a duplicate? I. B„ Clarksville, 
Mich.
A. You may obtain a duplicate or 

some other indication of your hon­
orable discharge by writing to the 
Adjutant General of the Army, 
Washington 25, D.C., and explaining 
the circumstances to them.

Q. I have just been discharged 
from service, and I plan Io file an 
application with VA for disabil­
ity compensation. Is there any 
time limit for filing? E. G., Tif­
fany, Colo.

Q. I expect to complete Public 
Law 16 vocational t r a i n i n g  
sometime next year. I under­
stand that I  will have one year’s 
Gl bill entitlement coming to 
me after that. May I use that 
year for additional training un­
der the Gl Bill, even though the 
cut-off date for training has 
passed? S. E. W., Richwood, Ga.
A. Yes, provided you apply for

the G l bill training sometime before 
you complete your Public Law 16 
training.

Q. What kind of priority does 
an emergency case, not service- 
connected, get in obtaining ad­
mission to a VA hospital?
H. C. B., Forbes, Mo.
A. Emergency cases are given top | 

priority, regardless of service-con­
nection.

STERN GREETING FOR CZECH AMBASSADOR . . . Czechoslovakia's new prime minialrr, Dr. Vladi­
mir Prochazka, faced an angry reception as he arrived in the United Stales. Pickets from the Czech Na­
tional Council of America marched along the docks In New York carrying placarda which proteated the 
imprisonment of A.P. correspondent William Oatls and the disappearance of Czech Archbishop Reran. 
Also, Prochazka was faced with a chilly rreepllon when he made diplomatic calls upon the President at 
the White House and at the state department, which haa entered diplomatie requests lor the return of the 
Imprisoned American citizen.

Q. I received a check for the 
second dividend on my NSLI 
term policy which expired in 
1946 and which I  renewed for 
an additional five-year term 
period. However, I  don’t think 
the check is large enough. What 
should I do? W. H. G., Dalton, 
Ky.
A. You should wait, because you 

probably will receive another check. 
You should receive a separate 
check for each of the two policies 
held during the three years covered 
by the second dividend. I f  you fail 
to receive a second check in due 
time, write to the VA D istrict Office 
that handles your insurance.

Navy to Expand Aviation Program
Lim ited rotation of personnel 

now on foreign service tours w ill be 
resumed in September, the army 
has said. Each overseas command­
er w ill establish rotation criteria 
for his command based On the 
length of service on current over­
seas tours. The rate at which the 
program can be sustained w ill de­
pend on the availability of replace­
ments, the army emphasized.

* • •
The naval aviation cadet program.

which haj, been suspended for civ il­
ian candidates since October, 1950, 
has now been reopened, the bureau 
of naval personnel has announced. 
Men of ages 18 through 26 may ap­
ply. Selectees w ill undergo flight 
training for about 18 months and 
upon satisfactory completion of this 
program w ill be commissioned en­
signs in the naval reserve or second 
lieutenants in the marine corps- 
reserve, the bureau of personnel 
said.
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MIRACLE BABY HUSKY BOY . , , Nurse Doris Hansen, Hackensack, 
N.J., hospital, holds Raymond Donnelly, Jr„ who was born via cae­
sarean section to Mrs. Ida Donnelly. The baby represents a triumph 
for medical science. Mrs. Donnelly suffers from a dread form of 
anemia—an heredity condition In her case in which red corpuscles 
are destroyed so rapidly that frequent transfusions are required. Doc­
tors say that Raymond, a 7 lb., 4'-i oz. boy did not Inherit her disease.

STAR FROM THE EAST . . . Shir­
ley Yamaguchl deplanes at La 
Guardia Field, N.Y., as she comes 
from Japan to see the sights of 
New York and other American 
cities. She recently completed her 
first American motion picture.

FROM MUNITIONS TO BEAUTY . . , Emmanuel Shinwrll, British 
defense minister, took time off from rearmament talks recently to 
journey to Grimdon Park, Durham, to Judge a beauty contest. He Is 
exchanging a b it of Jocular talk with the three finalists In the contest. 
I t  must take a defense minister to offer a very effective defense 
against the charms of three such lovely young ladles. Bhlnwell may 
be saying, but who wants to defend himself from this?

YOUNG DIPLOMAT . . . Illpo lito  
Paz, new Argentine ambassador to 
the U.8., and his wife arrive In 
New York on 8.8. Rio Tunuyan. He 
is only 34, which makes him one 
of the youngest ambassadors from 
foreign nations to the U.S.


