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SCANNING THE WEEK'S NEWS
of Main Street and the World

Johnston Urges Strong Price Laws;
Price War Confined to Large Cities

BUSINESS AS USUAL—For some time the home towner has been

uneasy over the nation's economical outlook. Headlines in last few
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davs haven't helped his uneasiness any.

Economie Stabilizer Eric Johnston's charge that the nation is sittl
on an “economic time bomb' that may explode into runaway u
next fall, unless congress keeps a str I progr 1 the law books, cause
considerable comment and worry. On top this the beef industry all
way from farmer to grocer—was in an uproar over his charge that

beef industry is trying to ride rough d over the American hou
of nsumer and full

““damn the cor pockets ahead.”
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a cry
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ns of workers
" . " imediate boost ranging up
Economic Stabilizer Johnston mmediate boos S
& & to 12% per cent above the
. "damn the consumer and full pockets abead.” |oyels of January, 1950

The belief
more universal that the government must take a firmer stand and con-
gress must enact stricter and wages., The threat
the nation today is as great

SWEET MUSIC—And
ments from Washington i
resident read of reports from New York,
red-hot price cutting wars following the s ! air trade -
with a feeling of awe and incredulity. To many it was like sweet music
yesterday.
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Tens of thousands of gleeful shoppers—men and sh
wildly through New York barg: yasements in search for
vertised goods that had been r ked down, some of it as
cent. Small electrical appliances, summer-weight suits,
best-selling novels, sheets, pillow ca
marked down again and again. It

Home towners
hope that Main St
however, were disappointed. Th
the home town level. And econom
Most retail organizations predicted
level off quickly, with prices from 8 to 15 pe
price levels.
Trade sources,
spread because m
On top of this, co
gresses and defense

HOW CLOSE TO WAR?—The man on Mal
all the facts, received a shock that sen r of fear
the MacArthur hearing continued in Wa 1. The shock was delivered
by Adm. Forrest Sherman who told senators that the U.S. government s0
feared a world war last December that its field commanders were or-
dered by the high command to “increase their readiness'” and the Medl-
terranean fleet went to sea.

Sherman said the orders were issued after MacArthur told the joint
chiefs of staff that the U.N. should accept an armistice in Korea ‘‘on the
best terms available’” and the army would bave to quit Korea unless the
war could be carried against Red China.

Sherman's testimony before the armed services and foreign relations
committees again impressed the average American with the fact this
nation barely escaped World War III in recent months. Many are wonder-

ing how close to war we are today?

RURAL BANK DEPOSITS UP—Rural banks, largely farmer-owned
and reflecting farmer finances, have shown amazing increases in deposits
during the past 10 years, a recent survey of seven states revealed.

One bank, in an Illinois town of less than 400 population, increased its
bank deposits from $168,000 in 1940 to $3,480,000, more than 20 times as
much. In the same 10 years, its population dropped from 500 to 359. Coun-
try banks, generally, in the seven-state midwest survey area, showed de-
posits rose from three to 20 times, many of them 10 times, in the 10-year
period.

The survey was conducted in Indiana, Ilinois, Towa, Nebraska, Wis-
cor.sin, Minnesota and Missouri. All of the towns had less than 600 popu-

lation.

PEACE RUMORS CONTINUE—Rumors of peace in Korea con-
tinued to circulate in many world capitals although they were denied by
high government officials. The move, if any is made, apparently will
come from the United Nations side.

Some reports indicate the United States might be
fighting at the 38th parallel provided it was a ‘‘real” se
surances of no further Red aggression.

Observers in the far east, however, were skeptical that any peace
feclers will come from Peiping. They might come from w. Com-
munist China might be thoroughly licked, but they could simply call its
s'yolunteers” back behind the Yalus river boundary and sit and lose
little face.
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SAME AS REFUSAL—The Russians now say they are willing to
hold a foreign ministers’ meeting if the ministers would discuss the
North Atlantic pact and U. S. bases in Europe. The Soviet note with
the big “if” was sent to the U.S. after 3 weeks of meetings in Paris
by deputy foreign ministers of U. S.. France, Britain and Russia.

According to western diplomats the Russian nole amounis to the
same thing as refusal to attend a foreign ministers' meeting. The U.S.
has told the Russians many times they would not discuss the North
Atlantic pact. The new Soviet line is that U.S. bases in Europe are

“the essential cause of the worsening of relations between the U.S.S.R
and the three powers."”

Price-War Shoppers
1#'s not likely to bappen in the home towns. (See story above.)

BIGGEST CATALOG EVER

Sears, Roebuck Mails Largest Catalog

Notable by their absence from the
current catalog are certain appli-
ances that were featured a year

Home towners and rural families
who have for years received the
Sears, Roebuck catalog will soon
get the new edition. It is the biggest
sale catalog the firm has ever pub-
lished, containing 404 pages. A year
ago, the corresponding sales book
contained 294 pages.

Hundreds of items, ranging from
wading pools to wire records are of-
fered at knock-down prices.

contained refrigerators and wash-
ing machines at special prices. This

tires are also missing from this
year's catalog; a year ago they
were offered less than the regular
prices.
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| with the military forces.”
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Compromise Draft Law
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Critical Industry
The agricultural industry has

been termed an essential or critica
industry, subject to deferment of
draftees as is any other critical in-

dustry. Such deferment, however
is left to the judgment of the local
draft boards, who decide

must

the youn

duce for market; the
on the farm cannot be
that his removal would

cause un-
due hardship and would not be in
the best interest of the military or
defense program.

CEA Petition Pigeonholed

Like a young David out of the
west tackling the Goliaths of its in-
dustry, California Eastern Airlines
came to Washington recently all set
to make a big splash in the big
pond. This non-scheduled freight

carrier had filed a petition with the
aeronautics board to establish

civil

rvice between California and the
east coast at a tariff of something
like $100 under that of the regular-
ly scheduled lines. It announced it
would fly newsmen from Washing-
ton to the west coast and back to
show off its coach service, a per
formance which was canceled the
day before the scheduled take-off
Its officials threw a big cocktail
party at one of Washington’s swank
hotels for newsmen and others,
among them senators and congress-
men, the result of which has been
that the CEA petition before the
CAB has been pigeonholed and like-
ly will remain so. The big airlines
objected.

L I
A Fair Hearing
Sen. Richard B. Russell of
Georgia, Dixiecrat champion and

fair deal baiter on civil rights, has |
risen in stature since he became |
chairman of the joint senate armed
services and foreign relations com-
mittees’ investigating the MacAr-
thur ouster. He has been eminently |
fair, has played down sensational-
ism, vetoed movie and television
shows in his committee,

nesses that he has won the respect
of even the most ardent MacArthur

supporters.
[ ] L] L]

Did you think that civil defense
against possible atomic warfare is |
important? Congress slashed the re- |
quested appropriation of the civil
defense administration from $403,-
000,000 to only $31,750,000. Said for- |
mer Gov. Millard Caldwell of Flori- |
CDA administrator: *“I have |
faith that in time—and I hope that |
the time is not too late—the con- |
will recognize that an in-

-

ONE-STOP NORWAY TO NEW YORK FLYER . .
Norway-to-New
by
International airport.
made in a single engine aircraft,
ice to Northern Europe is very possible using

York the
his son, Christopher,

Captain Blair's solo flight over

flight, traveling by WAy

the North

STUDENTS TAKE DEFERMENT TESTS . . . Some of the

of the North Pole and
one year old, and his wife, Janice, following his arrival without mishap at the
Pole
The flyer is an e nployee of an airline,
the route that he just traversed.

more than 175000 college

. Captain Charles F. Blair, Jr., who ended & one-stop

Alaska, Is greeted in New York

was the first such flight to be
He clalms that passenger serv-

students who
a thousand centers throughout the

are

scheduled to take the new tests for deferment from the draft at more than
United States are shown in this general view at Columbia University in
tests. The new examination will determine whether these students will be

New York City just prior te the
granted deferments from the draft

and has |
done a real fact-finding job with |}
such searching interrogation of wit- |}

under the government's new program to postpone the induction of college
whe have made high scholastic
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LIVING DEAD . .. Bonny Coby, 2, appears to be stranded as she stands
alone on a deserted street in Utica, N. Y., during simulated atom bomb
attack. The city was described as devastated with casualties heavy in
the attack. Many residents failed to take cover and were described as
“living dead.” Make-believe enemy planes roared over the cily and
dropped the “atom bomb' 13 minutes before the red alert was sounded
in Utica's industrial heart, .

JOINS UNITED CEREBRAL PALSY TEAM . .. Joe Louis receives the

| United Cerebral palsy home run baseball bank as he attends a Dodgers-

Braves game at Ebbets field. The baseball bank, symbol of the drive to
help more than 200,000 children suffering from cerebral palsy, was
presented to the former heavyweight boxing champ by Karl Van Meter
(center), executive director, United Cerebral Palsy, and Melvin Ritter,
chairman of the junior division in Massachusetis,
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men who have especial talents or

marks in their chosen courses in the universities of the nation,
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CHANGES BILLING . . . Dawlath
Soliman, Cairo nightclub dancer,
drew protest from Egyptian consul |
when she danced In Germany as |
King Farouk's “favorite dancer.” |
She changed bill to read: “Dawlath |
Soliman—she enthused the kln[."';

MRS. BING HOME . .
Crosby, formerly Dixie Lee of the

. Mrs, Bing

films, boards an airliner at La-
Guardia Fileld, N. Y., for flight to
her California home after a vaca-
tion in Europe. This is one of the
rare times Mrs, Crosby has posed,
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Keep Posted
By Reading the Ads
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“My husband introduced me to
ALL-BRAN shortly after we were
married. | use it in my cooking as
well as for break-
fast. The result:
we're regular as
l'lln‘kwurk'” Mrs,
Antonina Graziano,
4563 Garfield Ave.,
Jersey City, N. J.
f)ne of many unso-
licited letters [rom
ALL-BRAN users.
If you suffer from constipation due
to lack of dietary bulk, eat an
ounce (about Y cup) of crisp
Kellogg's ALL-BRAN daily, rlrmt
plenty of water. If not saiisfied
after 10 days, return empty box
1o Kellogg's, Battle Creek, Mich.
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