
SO U TH ER N  OREGON NEW S REVIEW

SERVICE IN PEACE AND WAR

Red Cross Did an Efficient Job for Troops 
Despite False Rumors, Gen. Marshall Found, 
Investigating Wartime Gripes of Our Gl's

By General George C. Marshall

GI. COMPLAINTS, during and 
. after the war. frequently 

reached the office of the chief of 
ataff of the army. As military head 
of the army in those days, 1 had 
frequent so • called "samplings 
made of soldiers' reactions in this 
country and in all overseas thea­
tres. Many adjustments or cor­
rections were made as a result of 
the information so gathered.

Most of the gripes were directed 
•gainst phases of army discipline 

and regulations. 
_  Some were con­

cerned with real 
or fancied griev- 
a n c e s against 
officers. Food 

, was brought in- 
BA to the picture

and k i c k s  
against officers 
enjoying priv­
ileges w h i c h  
were not gener­
ally available to 
the men.

Gripes leveled against the Red 
Cross seemed to develop largely 
during the demobilization period 
and usually concentrated on the

MARSHALL

BROADWAY AND MAIN STREET

Quality of Mercy Was Strained 
When Mantell Played 'Richard'

-By BILLY ROSE-

THE RIGHTEOUS
BY GRACE NOLL CROWELL

Shortly after Gen. George C. 
Marshall uas appointed bead of 
the American Red Cross be made 
a personal nation-wide tour of 
key local chapters to "look inside" 
the organization and talk with 
Red Cross workers throughout 
the country. The information ba 
gathered during this inspection 
tour he bas set down in a series 
of four challenging articles, of 
which this is the first. W atch for 
General Marshall's second report 
on the Red Cross next week.

On the beach at Eniwetok 
atoll, coast guard and marine in­
vaders gave life-saving Red 
Cross blood plasma to a com­
rade, shot down in the terrifio 
fighting that eliminated the 
Japs and planted the American 
flag firmly in this Marshall Is­
lands stronghold.

clubs and the selling of supplies 
and food in those clubs.

When I was appointed head of the 
American National Red Cross last 
October, I started to find out for 
myself to what extent the com­
plaints directed at the Red Cross 
services seemed to be justified. It 
was important to learn if the organ­
ization had been lacking in its work. 
It was still more important to find 
out whether or not the criticisms 
applied generally or were based on 
isolated instances.

As I have said, most of the 
complaints developed during 
the period of demobilization. Our 
forces returned from the war to 
their homes to find that the 
domestic front was in a much 
disturbed state. The post-war 
economy had not yet been ad­
justed to take them back to its 
civilian fold. Schools and col­
leges were overcrowded. Hous­
ing problems were especially 
acute. Prices were high. Neces­
sities were frequently not avail­
able in thé shops.
All this spelled disillusionment 

for the returning serviceman. He 
was in a mood to complain about 
any number of things, and he ex­
ercised his American right to do 
so.

It appeared that the complaints 
against the Red Cross in general 
followed these three lines:

The Red Cross had charged for 
its goods and services at home 
and abroad.

The Red Cross did not give 
adequate service in such m atters 
as communications home, fam­
ily problems, requests for em er­
gency leave, and financial as­
sistance.

Red Cross men and women 
received excessive salaries.
Here are the facts as I ascer­

tained them:
The Red Cross did make below- 

cost charges for meals and lodging
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Infantry soldiers know the 
source of their last snack on the 
“ safe side” of the channel when 
they stopped for coffee and 
doughnuts on the beach of an In­
vasion embarkation port in 
southern England.

in off-post clubs. The Red Cross 
wanted to make these services free. 
But on May 20, 1942, Henry L. Stim- 
son, then secretary of war, re­
quested the Red Cross to impose 
these minimum-charges. Since such 
charges were imposed on allied 
soldiers in their clubs and canteens, 
free service to our troops would 
have created a morale problem 
among our allies.

The Red Cross did not charge for 
such items as cigarettes, chapter- 
produced garments or comfort 
articles. On a number of occasions 
Red Cross supplies were mixed up 
with army supplies in the hastily 
organized warehouses or open field 
dumps and subsequently offered for 
sale, but not by the Red Cross.

Occasional stories that the Red 
Cross sold blood or blood plasma 
are manifestly untrue. The Red 
Cross did not administer blood; it 
acted only as the blood collection 
agency for the arm y and navy.

It seemed to be a surprise to 
some ex-servicemen to learn that 
the Red Cross had no authority to 
grant leaves. This function is 
reserved exclusively for the mili­
tary authorities. The Red Cross 
does, however, verify home condi­
tions by request whenever it ap­
pears that a soldier or sailor is ur­
gently needed at his fireside.

On the m atter of loans, I found 
that the Red Cross disbursed almost 
74 million dollars in loans and free 
grants to servicemen and veterans 
between 1941 and 1946. These loans, 
non-interest bearing, and these 
grants were for emergencies.

The Red Cross couldn’t take
care of every applicant. It had 
to limit its lending activities 
and its financial grants to in­
dividuals who could demon­
strate both emergency and ur­
gency, and it did so.
It would be absurd to say that 

the Red Cross did not make mis­
takes. Some of our personnel in 
the field misinterpreted official 
policy. A few may not have lived 
up to Red Cross regulations and 
traditions. I found, for example, one 
case where a Red Cross employee 
sold the organization’s supplies on 
the black market. He was court- 
m artialed and dismissed from the 
service.

In brief, it appeared that most 
of the complaints were based 
on misrepresentations or ru­
mors, on the scarcity of Red 
Cross girls and regarding their 
dates with the officer person­
nel. Most of the kicks were di­
rected against one kind of serv­
ice for which the YMCA re­
ceived, unjustifiably in my opin­
ion, a highly destructive criti­
cism after the first world war, 
that is, charges for supplies in 
the canteens or post exchanges.
The Red Cross, working in a dif­

ferent field of activity and close to 
the front, escaped such criticism 
in World War I. In this last war, 
charged with most of the responsi­
bility carried by the YMCA, and 
other agencies in World War I, 
they inherited all of this criticism.

As to the young women who 
worked their hearts out in the mud 
and the cold and rain, there seems 
to be no complete solution to the 
main burden of the G.I. reaction 
unless it is to have a ratio of one 
Red Cross girl to every soldier. 
And that seems to be a bit im prac­
tical.

A few years back. I got the nobby notion of reviving “Henry 
VIII " bv one W Shakespeare, and the day after the first three-line 
announcement appeared on the drama pages my office was cram- 
jammed with well known actors who were willing to work for what 
ordinarily would have been their agents’ commissions.
°  Subsequently, for reasons that have nothing to do with Oils piece, I 
pigeon-holed my plans for doing “ Henry." but 1 sure learned a lot about 
show folks during the month 1 was buddying up to the Bard.

To nine out of ten of them. I found. .....  . .  . .
Ill on December i, and when 
friends a n d  colleagues warned 
him that not a hundred people 
would climb a flight of rickety 
stairs Io see a Shakespearean play 
during the holidays, he shrugged 
bis threadbare shoulders and post­
ed his rehearsal schedule,
Immediately, however, t h e r e  

was trouble. The stage crew in­
sisted on a scenic rehearsal, and 
when the impoverished actor re­
fused they decided to get even by 
lousing up his show on opening 
night.

On the evening of the 5th, a 
minute after Mantell began to deci­
bel his way through the initial lines, 
a stagehand lunged at him from be­
hind a cloth drop and a l m o s t  
knocked him into the pit. And a 
few moments later the same ‘‘ac­
cident’’ happened again.

When the act was over, Mantell 
quietly told the crew that he would 
kill the next man who tried to dis­
rupt his performance—and halfway 
through the second act he darned 
near did. In the middle of a speech, 
he saw the outline of a hand behind 
the curtain trying to locate him and, 
never faltering in his lines, he drew 
his dagger and plunged the blade 
full-force into the drop.

When he went into the wings at 
the end of the scene, one of the 
crew grabbed him and said, "You’ve 
killed our head carpenter."
. . “ I hope to Heaven I did," said 
Mantell. But when he examined 
the stagehand he found the wound 
was only a gash in the thigh.

the pentameters of William the 
Great a r e  t h e  
chocolate sauce 
on the profiterole, 
and during re­
hearsals they go 
about their bust 
ness as if they 
were in a temple 
of worship. On 
opening night, as 
far as the cast is 
concerned, t h e  
t h e a t e r  h a s  
stained glass windows, and I’m not 
exaggerating when I say the ac­
tors would probably kill anyone 
who tried to foul up the perform­
ance.

If you think I’m using “kill’’ 
carelessly, try this one on for 
sighs . . . .

• • •
BACK IN 1904, an obscure thes- 

pian named Robert Mantell. who 
had been playing desultory one- 
nighters in the Midwest, received 
word that a choice Broadway thea­
ter would be available during the 
Christmas season. He promptly 
cancelled his road engagement 
and brought his troupe to New York, 
but shortly after his arrival he dis­
covered that the “choice” theater 
he had been offered was the Prin­
cess. a small second-story audi­
torium on Broadway between 27th 
and 28th streets.

No more daunted than solvent,
Mantell announced he would pre­
sent his production of "Richard

B illy  Rose
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FiR IEND, do you mourn the passing 
O f some loved one today?
Try to remember that often 

"H e  taketh the righteous away 
From the evil to come." He watches 
Above us with infinite care,
And He sees that the future may be 
Too hard for a heart to beat;
And so in His loving mercy 
He signals that one to come 
Into the light and the glory 
O f an eternal home,
To be safe and sheltered forever.
"H e  taketh the righteous,” He said, 
"From the evil to come.” O mourner, 
May you be comforted.

TO MAKE Sl’RF no one would 
misunderstand how he felt, the ac­
tor went up to his dressing room 
and came down wearing the iron- 
studded glove that was part of his 
costume in the last act. “Any more 
trouble.” he said, “and I shall 
brain each and every one of you.”

The stagehands looked at Man 
tell, at the mailed glove, and at 
the bleeding man on the floor. And 
from then until the final curtain, 
the crew was as quiet as a Scottish
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Why the Red Cross?
After General Marshall took over leadership of the American 

Red Cross he made a search to discover for himself the aims and 
Red cross, orcan;zation. This is what he discovered: 
pUrP°The Red Cross is unique among national welfare agencies^ It 

• /„  u s authority from the United States congress and is re-
inn^Fble to thecongress for its acts. Under federal statute the Red 
sponsible to me w ag  obligations First, to serve the men and Cross has two M ,n and
,T aT p ro m p tly ™  d efficiently In times of disaster to ease human 
suffering and distress.’’ 
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T he Q uestion»
1. N am e u popular novel In 

which the hero ine’» nam e wua 
never m entioned.

2. W here a re  the G reat Smoky 
M ountains locatedT

3. With w hat new spaper do you 
associa te  the nam e of H orace 
G reeley?

4. N am e the two fum ous m en 
who lost the ir lives when the 
“ Winnie M ae” crashed  in 1933.

T he A nsw ers
1. “ Rebecca,** by Daphne Du 

Maurier.
2. North C arolina nnd Tennes­

see.
3. The New York T ribune.

4. Wiley Post and Will Rogers.

meeting house after a call for con­
tributions.

Next day, the critics hailed
Manlelfs performance as "the 
greatest 'Richard' since the days 
of Booth," and before the week 
lias out he had been signed hy 
the late William A. Brady, under 
whose management he went on Io 
achieve recognition as one of 
America's leading classic actors , , 
Recently, Theresa Helburn of the

Theatre Guild offered to let me 
buy a small piece of “As You Like 
It,” starring Katharine Hepburn. 
"In all fairness." she said. “ 1 think 
I ought to tell you that Katy’s con­
tract is only until June.”

"I'm  not going to brood about 
that," I said. "The p l a y  is by 
Shakespeare, and if It gets over, I 
doubt whether Hollywood will see 
her again until both she and the 
scenery fall apart."
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SHORTLY AFTER his m arriage 
to Lynn Harvey it became evi­

dent to Burt Englewood that his 
wife was a procrastinator of the 
first order.

This was annoying because Burt 
was used to order and system and 
routine and regular schedules. He 
had definite time for doing things, 
and he did them as planned. He 
was never late for an appointment, 
and never left articles of clothing 
strewn around. He never set over 
until tomorrow things that could 
be done today.

Despite his annoyance, Burt 
tried to be fair. He realized that

______________ there m u s t  be
c e r t a i n  things

3 «Minute about h 1 s own 
C ielinn habits that proved 
r ,C’IOn d i s t r a c t i n g  to 

Lynn. A n d  so, 
Instead of complaining, he en­
deavored to discover his own faults 
and rectify them in the hopes that 
she would take notice and try  to 
improve her own deficiencies.

But no m atter to what ends he 
went his endeavors and sacrifices 
made no impression whatever on 
Lynn. She continued blithely to 
procrastinate, and the blase inno­
cence with which she accomplished 
it fairly caused Burt to writhe. At 
length he was driven to complaint. 
The occasion was provoked by a 
bureau drawer void of socks when 
Burt was in sore need of these ar­
ticles of apparel.

“Good heavens, L y n n ! ” he 
blurted. “ I own two dozen pairs of 
the things. Certainly there must be 
one washed and mended.”

Lynn’s eyes widened. She 
looked apologetic and contrite. 
“ Darling! I’m so sorry. I in­
tended to finish them up last 
night, but as you know, the 
Westlands dropped in and I 
simply couldn’t.”
Which was true.
After awhile Burt began to sus­

pect his wife of strategy, of manu­
facturing excuses for the sole pur-

and angry expression. “Burt Engle­
wood! You think that! Of all 
things! Why, I can’t believe it! And 
I have been trying to improve, too. 
Only— only I haven't been feeling 
well lately. I’ve even thought of go­
ing to a doctor.”

"Doctor!” Burt scoffed. “ You 
don’t need any doctor. What you 
need is a little backbone and ambi­
tion! You're just downright lazy, 
and I don’t mind telling you it's 
getting on my nerves."

FOR A MONTH THINGS were 
serene. And then one day Burt 

came home and found Lynn asleep 
on the living room couch, and the 
breakfast dishes still in the sink 
and dinner not yet started. He 
woke her roughly.

“Well, what’s your iron-clad ex­
cuse this time? Have a pain in 
your foot or something?”

“No,” said Lynn, “it’s in my 
side. I don't know what it is, Burt. 
Besides, I was dreadfully tired 
I’m awfully sorry.”

“Tired? Lazy, you mean!”
Lynn sighed and started for the 

kitchen. “All right, Burt. I’m sor­
ry you don’t believe me.”

Burt was mightily pleased with 
himself. Moreover. It gave him a 
certain feeling of superiority, ap 
peased his vanity.

Thus having satisfied h im self 
that Lynn was once and for all 
d efin ite ly  cured and having  
prom ised h im self that he would 
never again break down when  
she offered her excuses, it was 
som ething of a shock to re turn  
hom e two days la te r and find  
her stretched fu ll length on the 
couch.

“Well," he roared, "what is this, 
a game? There’s plenty to be done 
around here, yet you seem to find 
time enough to take a snooze. Just 
what is your excuse this time? 
Now don't tell me you're sick or 
something. That gag’s worn out."

But Lynn didn’t move. She lay 
there, very still. And presently 
Burt came nearer, bent down to 
peer at her face. A horrible, sick­
ening fear clutched at his heart; 
a wretched sense of shame and 
guilt and self-condemnation.

For Lynn had an iron-clad ex­
cuse at last that was flawless.

¡E SCREENRADIO
By INEZ GERHARD

MONA FREEMAN, pretty, hazel­
eyed. blonde, is 24; in “ Dear 

Wife” she plays a 16-ycar-old girl, 
in "Copper Canyon” she ii a young 
widow. She prefers adult roles, but 
teen-age ones haunt her, because 
she looks the part In real life. Prob­
ably her favorite role, however, la

SSWORD PU/ÍLE LAST WEFK’S 
ANSWER

■ Sweet-toasted fn-sh, ’cause, 
(«.IkHc.it Kellogg’s Corn Fluke« ' 
fast ns wo make ’ein! Get your 1 
ba rg a in  in  goodness, Kellogg’s !  
Corn Flakes.

MOTHER KNOW SBEST I

" . . .  You’re Just downright 
lazy, and I don't mind telling 
you It’s getting on my nerve«.’’

pose of evading the inconver .ence 
of household duties. He began to 
suspect her of being lazy. The 
more he thought about it, the more 
convinced he became and present 
|y he accused her openly.

Lynn looked at him with a hurt

ACROSS
1. Arches 
5. Asterisk 
9. Manor court 

10. Story 
11 Ward off, as 

a blow 
12. Banish
14. Gold (Her., 11
15. River (Ger.l 13. 
17. Pinaceoua

tree
18 Wayside 

hotel
20 Organ of 

hearing
21 Music note
22 Oceans 
24 Botch 
27. Watching 
29. Greek letter 
32. Northern

constellation
34. Valley <Eur.)
35. Territorial 

Force (abbr.)
37 Constellation
39. Before
40. A wing 
42 Saucy
44 Water god 

(Babyl.)
45 Writer of 

fables
47 Particles
49. A valuable 

fur
50. Lath
51. Long-eared 

rodent
52. Old 

measure ot 
length (pi.)

DOWN 
1. Smooth,

wheedling
talk

Over (poet ) 25 
Part of 
"to be”
Fashion 
Guided 
Duty
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26

28
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Balance 
Silkworm 
(Assam)

16. Trick 
19. Claw 
23 Upward 

curving of 
of ship's 
planking

31
33
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36. 
38.
41.
43.

Varying
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Great
quantity
Seize, as In
wrestling
Menaces
Regions
Land-
measure
Pagoda
(Jap.)

. Meat 
Ascend 
On the ocean 
Tax over a 
bridge
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MONA FREEMAN

that of mother. Her daughter, Mona, 
who must be enchanting, is three. 
One of the year’s most pleasant in­
terviews was the recent one with 
Miss Freem an and her husband, in 
New York for “Dear Wife” , which 
was barely mentioned, because the 
stories they told about their little 
girl were so completely delightful.

When two “Truth or Conse­
quences” contestants failed to com­
plete a consequence—falling asleep 
in Chicago’s Union Terminal for a 
$5,000 prize — Ralph Edwards re­
ceived an avalanche of letters. More 
than 350 listeners said they could 
fall asleep in the railroad station 
without half trying, and asked for a 
chance to prove it.

Jack Buetel got into the movies 
with no trouble at all. Three weeks 
after he reached Hollywood and be 
gan trying for a screen career, 
Howard Hughes picked him to por 
tiay  Billy the Kid in “The Outlaw.”

Jean Hersholt (renewed aa 
“ Dr. Christian” for five years) 
really needed a doctor when he 
finished signing 2,500 copies of 
his translation of Hans Chris­
tian Anderson’s fairy tales for 
the Heritage club. Incidentally, 
the awards In the 19th annual 
Dr. Christian radio script con­
test will be announced May 17. 
Prizes so far awarded total 
$110,000.

Danny Kaye ended a wonderful 
contract with Warners — five pic­
tures to be made In five years.

RELIEF AT LAST 
ForYour COUGH
Crtomulsion relieve» promptly bexau«« 
it goes right to the »eat of the trouble 
to help loosen and ezpel germ laden 
phlegm and aid nature to soothe end 
heal raw, tender, inflamed bronchial 
niucoui membrane«. T e ll your druggist 
to sell you a bottle of Creomulsion 
with the understanding you mult like  
the way it quickly allay« the cough 
or vou are to have your money hack.

CREOMULSION
for Coughs,Chest Colds, Bronchitii

THIS WEARER SAYS I
"1 tell everybody about ORA. I t ’s 
amazing how quickly «tain« and d irt 
enmo off and how white the teeth be­
come.’’ Mrs. A. C. Wheaton, Roch­
ester, N . Y .

NEVER BRUSH FALSE TEETHI
R rush lng  can ru in  denturos. Use 
amazing new ORA Denture Cleanser. 
Knsy, quirk. Denture Is sparkling 
clean In 15 minutes! ORA is guaran­
teed not to harm dentures. Removea 
tobacco atalna. A ll druggists.
A Product of McKesson A Robbins, Ine.

Are you going through the functional 
"m idd le-age” period pecu liar to  
women (38-52 years) ? Does this make 
you suffer from hot flashes, feel so 
nervous, high-strung, tired? Then do 
try Lydia E. Plnkham’s Vegetable 
Compound to relieve such symptoms 1 
Regular use of Plnkham’e Compound 
helps build up netatanca against thia 
annoying middle-age distress I

'  LYDIA E. PINKHAM’S cqmfmnI
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