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The Cleveland Plain Dealer observed, “The FBI may
find evidence that the medical association has been
violating the antitrust laws because it restricts its,
membership to those who conform to certain standards
and who have passed examinations conducted by state
boards. If so, then the FBI might also find that bar
associations, dental societies, professional engineers,
barbers, cosmetologits and all other organizations
whose members are licensed by the states also were in
violation of the antitrust laws.”

The Columbas Evening Dispatch said, “The AMA
has vigorously opposed President Truman’'s state
medicine proposal. Therefore, the doctors are to be put
on the spot, smeared in the eyes of the public and
harried by government minions. . .”

The Los Angeles Times remarked, “It may occur
the general public that if the American Federation
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of Labor, which openly proposes to raise a large cam-
paign fund to defeat certain members of Congress . . .
is not investigted, then the AMA, which has sought
to raise a much smaller campaign fund to protect it-
self from what it considers an assult on medical stan-
dards, ought not to be investigated either.”

The press seems to be watching this investigation
closely, in an effort to learn what motives and pur-
poses lie behind it. The public should do the same thing. |
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In the view of W. Ross McCain, president of the|
National Board of Fire Underwriters, fire prevention
campaigns have helped to bring about a reduction in
Americn fire losses. During seven out of the first eight |
same months of 1948. The decline worked out to just
months of this year, fire waste was lower than for the |
under eight per cent. ;

This was a real accomplishment. However, in spite
of that our fire loss is disgracefully high. As Mr. Mc-
Cain said, “With all the progress that has been made,
there is still much to be done, Every single day of the
year, at least 30 Americans die in fires, and nearly two
million dollars in property is destroyed by flames
every 24 hours.

It cannot be emphasized too often that most of this
waste is unnecessary and avoidable. As an example,
nearly a third of all result from careless ha.ndlingI
of cigarettes and matches. Many of the remaining are
caused by overloading electric circuits, frayed exten-
gion cords, the use of gasoline for cleaning, starting
fires with kerosene, and improperly cared for stoves,
furnaces and chimneys. These hazards have cost the |
nation tens of thousands of lives and billions of dol- |
lars in property damage — and there isn’t a single one |
{hat can’t be easily and inexpensively remedied.
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