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['he current furor over the State Department s “Voice of Amenca

1
IJliIU l\l'\udkash s [hc Most serous the pmp.un has become involy ed 1n

so far. For a long ume a sizable minority in Congress has doubted it

the broadcasts can do any good. At one ume it looked as if either the

House or Senate might refuse to vote the necessary
It was saved by Secretary Marshall, who

_]l'nlu'npl Ations l

to keep the program gong.

made a strong plea in which he said 1t was an important adjunct to

our foreign policy.

“Voice of America” is beamed by directional radio to a long list
of foreign countries, in ther languages. I'he broadcast which recently
aroused anger in Congress seems to have been extraordinarily crincal
of this countty, at least in part. It was n the form of a travelogue, 1n
which two men journeyed through varous states and discussed what
was going on. Heavy street, apparently, was laid on real or alleged ra
cial and other inequalities. The author of the scrpt said that taking
isolated lines from the contest did it an injustice, and that anyone
who listened to all of it would get a tavorable opiLmon of the United
States. Whether that is true or not, it looks as if division of respon
sibility is a very weak link in the “Voice of America” chain. The State

that done by a

Department does not prepare the scripts, but has
broadcasting company. No one n authority, apparently, checks them

before they are released. In the recent controversy,

¢cvervone l‘.l\\t'\i

the buck to someone else.
Regardless of what has happened in practice, however, the theory

back of “Voice of America” is interesting. The basic plan was to put

out entertaining and informative programs that would give toragn
listeners—particularly those behind the iron currain—a more accurate
idea of American life and thought than can be gained from their
own newspapers and radio, most of which are government controlled.
The idea was to reach the rank and file of people, and to show them,
among other things, that America is peacable, sympathetic with their
problems, and eager to cooperate in solving the world’s ills. No one
knows how many foreign listeners have actually heard the broadcasts.
In some countries, notably the Soviet Union, where people caught lis
tening to foreign broadcasts may find themselves in serious difficulty,
the number is undoubtedly small. Even so, the program’s advocates
say, it has been a positive and growing influence.

The future of “Voice of America” remains to be seen. Within the
United States, a number of non-governmental activities are being
carried on to give Americans themselves a clearer idea of the super-
iority of the capitalist over ‘the socialist and communist systems. There
is no end of authorative information of this kind, but much of it is
long and scholarly monugraphs which are not widely read. More and
more thought is being given to reaching people with ideas and facts
which can be quickly assimilitated and easily remembered. The Los
Angeles Chamber of Commerce, as an example, has put out a series
of charts called “Magic of America” which have been received with
much more enthusiasm than was expected. The charts are largely
factual in character, and are devoted to the difference in living stan-
dards between capitalist America, communist Russia and socialist Brit-
ain. The average American wage earner, it is pointed out, could buy
six pairs of shoes with a week’s earnings, while in Russia his counter-
part gets enough for only one shoe. Again, in America an hour’s work
will pay for six quarts of milk, while in Russia it will buy but a third
of one quart. And, despite our housing shortage, we have an average
of 410 square feet per person as against Ivan’s 4o.

These, and many other comparable works, are all part of the war
of ideas, which is a relatively new thing in the world. The basic con-
flicts between nations today are ideological. That is why totalitarian
governments always take over the press and the radio as a first step
in cementing their authority, and eliminate all criticism, no matter
how mild. The Russians, for instance, are very proud of the fact that
their newspapers have had an astonishing growth in circulation in
the last eight or ten years. One leading paper actually said that this
was an example how “real” freedom ot the press—which consists of
putting Soviet propaganda into every story!

One of the basic weaknesses in the communist system is, of course,
this inability to stand criticism. The Soviet leaders are afraid that
their people will be contaminated by western ideas and knowledge
of western ways of living. It is realiably reported that returning Rus-
sian soldiers who have had close contact with British and Americans
are forced to take indoctrination training, during which the virtues of
communism and the sins of capitalism are pumped into them ad
nauseum. Then, when the soldiers are released to go home, they are
watched carefully to make sure they are free of subversive ideas.

We live in an age in which thoughts are weapons no less than guns.
Whatever one may think of the capitalist system, it is the only one
which lives amiably with a free press and a free radio.

* k *
“Backward America”—Bunk!

All the proponents of socialism, communism and the other what-have |

you isms argue that their systems offer the “common man” greater |
security and material benefits. As Al Smith used to say, let’s look at |
the record.

Russia has gone whole hog in its version of a “people’s government,”
to own or control all productive activity, and only a miserable mini-
mum of consumer goods is produced. Her retail stores—all of which
belong to the state—are stocked with only a few necessities and even
these are strictly rationed. Prices, measured by average earning power,
are far highcr than in this country.

“Backward America,” on the other hand, still clings to representa-
tive government and a capitalist economy. The “tragic” results of this

are seen on every hand—the most efficient industries on earth, the]
highest standards of living in the world despite inflation, more leisure !

and opportunity for all, retail stores groaning with every kind of com-

Sara Miller Weds
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A. N. Nicolai June 10

Mrs. Edward E. Brown, 407 N
Main Street, announces the n
riage of her sister, Miss Sara Mil
ler, of same address, to A. N
Nicolali of McMinnville, Oreg

at the Chapel of the Rocks and |
Roses in Medford, Oregon, on|
Thursday, June 10, at 3 o'cloch
in the afternoon. !
Judge Frank L. Lonergan of
Portland officiated, using the

single ring ceremony.

The bride was attended by her
sister, Mrs. Edward E. Brown
and the groom by Dr. Edward E
Brown.

Nicolai owns and operates the
Oregon Hotel in McMinville, and
his bride was traveling represen

tative for the Empire Production

Company of Karsas City, Mo,
and has made her home here
with Dr. and Mrs. Brown the

past year.

Following a two weeks honey-
moon in Oregon the couple will
be at home at the Oregon Hotel
in McMinville.

GRANTS PASS GLAD SHOW
TO BE AUGUST 13 & 14

The late spring in Southern
Oregon has caused a postpone-
ment of the 1948 Grants Pass

Gladiolus Show it
ed following a special meeting of
Grants

was announc

grower-members of the
Pass Gladiolus Society recently.
The show was originally sched
uled for July 30th and 31st. Be-
cause of late plantings and an
expected shortage of blooms at
that time the show dates have
now been set for August 13th and
14th, according to John A. Bas-
tian, President of the Society.

““BALANCE”
IS VITAL!

Your personal situation is
affected by changing con-
ditions, and adjustments in
your insurance may be de-
sirable. For proper protec-
tion your policies must be
in balance with your present
needs, Our advisory sec-
vice is available without
obligation.

S.C. Jones & Sons

Ashland, Oregon

BILLINGS AGENCY
232 West 5th Phone 7558
Medford ,Oregon
Main & Oak Ph. 8781

modity, and a competitive system which has to please the people or go
out of business—no “take it or leave it’ system.

DEPENDABLE
INSURANCE COUNSELORS

279 E. Main

If Oregon is to

have the telephone

ervice it needs

If lhc people of Oregon are to have the amount and kind

of telephone service they are demanding and should be

furnished, we must have enough price relief to meet

current wages and costs and to keep our credit sound.

Our price levels in Oregon have lagged far behind

general price levels. The increasc in revenues granted last

January, the first increase in over a quarter of a century,

averaged only 9% per cent. We wish we could pay post-
war prices for all that we buy and charge only slightly
more than prewar prices for what we have to sell but

this is impossible.

Our earnings in Oregon, including the rate revisions

granted last January, won’t do the job. Current earnings

on the dollars invested in Oregon are less than half of

what are needed to do the job.

» Between now and the end of next year we should

spend $26,500,000 to enlarge and improve the telephone
system to meet the needs of the people of Oregon. To
do this we must go to investors for money. Investors are
alike in one thing — they put their dollars where they can

expect safety and a fair return.

To provide a fair return, we are filing new rate sched.

nles with the Public Utilities Commissioner of Oregon.

F. D. TELLWRIGHT
Vice President and General Manager

e Pacific Telephone ﬁﬂ} and Telegraph Company

o

Telephone8761

-



Inptnpnt.il

