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THE PORK BANDIT
Bv DEE RANDALL

X T O S E Y  COLLINS, as you know, i stores?« The same chain a ll the 
is the N um ber One Egoist of tim e. I f  we could get to the bottom 

the day. Just as Napoleon once la id  of that, w e'd be getting some
c la im  to the title . But tha t was back | p lace ."
in the 17th or 18th century. And no­
body bothers much about h im  
any more. Except those who like  to 
d ig and delve in to  m usty old h istory 
books.

Napoleon had only an E m p ire  to 
conquer. Nosey had a newspaper 
office and an ever-loving T il lie  as 
his te r r ito r ia l grounds.

It 's  true, i t  proved ra the r expen­
sive this ego-building business. But 
no m a tte r the cost, Nosey is ac­
cla im ed as a self-made man. O n j of 
the finest men on the sta ff o f the 
D a ily  Gazette.

Besides T il lie  and the newspaper 
office, i t  m ust be revealed. Nosey 
has s till another love. She now lay 
cozily in  her p riva te  re tre a t . . . the 
r ig h t hand d raw er of Nosey's desk.

There was a quiet p u rr as Nosey 
patted the soft, d ir ty  w h ite  fu r  on 

D e r  m i e 's  neck. 
D erm ie  was the 
n icknam e fo r  H y­
poderm ic. A  name 
fitt in g  to the over­
sized cat because 
you re a lly  had to 
s tick  a needle in 
her to make her 
s tir.

There was only
one other th ing  tha t would rouse 
th is  re flex ing fe line. That was the 
sm ell of boloney o r l l  .e r, even from  
the fa rthest corner of the ink-sm at- 
tered c ity  room.

O rig in a lly  from  the' restauran t on 
the corner where she was expected 
to r id  the place o f m ice and make 
herse lf genera lly useful, she had 
found refuge in Nosey's com fo rt­
able desk draw er. The c la tte r of 
dishes and hustle bustle of the 
crowded restauran t had proved too 
much fo r her sensitive nerves.

Nosey stopped his tender patting. 
This annoyed D erm ie no end. Rais­
ing  her head, which was m ore en­
ergy than she cared to use, she 
perked a qu izz ica l eye at h im .

"D e rm ie ,’’ Nosey spoke seriously, 
" I f  we could get a beat on th is Pork 
B and it case, we'd sure have some­
th in g ."

D erm ie ’s answer was an assent­
ing hiss.

"Seven butcher shops in seven 
days,”  Nosey went on, “ th a t’s a 
record fo r any c rim in a l.

D erm ie 's boredom w ith  this con­
versation was evident. She settled 
back on the com fortab le  p illow  in­
stalled in the draw er. But not be­
fore looking at the em pty plate be­
fore her. Soon she was snoring 
peacefu lly. She knew the plate 
would be filled la te r on.

plate. She let out a g row ling  hiss 
and rousing herself, waddled off In- | 
d ignantly. She w asn 't used to such 
shabby treatm ent.

Nosey had no tim e to w o rry  over 
th is breach of friendsh ip  in D er­
m ie 's  indignant stam ping off. In 
fact, she was back in a few mo­
ments, rubbing her face against his 
pants leg as a rem inder o f her 
gnawing v ita ls . She hadn't been fed 
in two hours.

Nosey paid no attention to her 
pleading. He was w a iting  fo r the 
stranger who was to v is it h im . At 
precisely three o’ clock, as the note 
stated, a ta ll, shabbily dressed man 
appeared. H is dark  h a ir was 
sleeked neatly back, but otherw ise 
he was hard ly  a p ic tu re  of sa rto ria l 
elegance.

"M r. Collins? You received my 
note'.’ "  Nosey noticed the stranger's
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The stranger’s hand quivered nervously as Nosey motioned him 
to a chair.

MORE PEOPLE ARE SMOKING
CAMELS

-than ever before!
Nosey read and reread the un­

signed note on his desk. "M aybe  
I ' l l  be able to get a lead out of this 
a fte r a l l, "  he reflected. Some butch­
er has received a note saying his 
store would be next. He was com ing 
in  to speak w ith  the ed itor. The edi­
to r had turned the whole business 
over to Nosey disgustedly. News 
seldom walked rig h t in to  a news­
paper office. Leads that came in by 
m a il m igh t better have been called 
"m is leads .”  Usually some quack 
seeking pub lic ity .

G rim  determ ination  could be seen 
in the set of Nosey's features. The 
ed ito r had fa ith  in h im . He would 
have to get to the bottom  of th is 
thing. As num ber one egoist, he fe lt 
certa in  he could.
A N  IN D IG N A N T public was be-

1 com ing boisterous in th e ir vehe­
m ent denials of th is Pork Bandit 
who slew and robbed at regu la r da ily  
in te rva ls . The ed ito r had h inted at 
a bonus or something equally satis-

any c rim in a l. He’s fy ing financ ia lly  to the guy who got 
p len ty nervy, too. Sent them  a ll a a ¡ead on th is story. I t  would sure 
notice beforehand. He's got the COme in handy. Nosey dreamed, 
cops in a quandary. M ust be a N ext month he and T illie  were get-
ghost band it.”  Here he snickered 
scornfu lly  at the *idea of a ghost 
ransacking a cash reg is te r and 
stick ing  a butcher kn ife  in  a m an’s 
back.

"W ha t puzzles m e ," Nosey went 
cn w ith  his one-sided conversation, 
“ is  how he gets in  and out w ith  the 
cash r ig h t under the ir eyes. And 
why does he always p ick on pork

ting  m arried .
A g lin t o f happiness filled  his usu­

a lly  p lac id  eyes. Sweet T il lie  w ith  
her flaxen curls. And how she could 
cook! Nosey’ s mouth watered in an­
tic ipa tion  of the d a ily  meals, like  
those he had a lready sampled at 
T il lie  s lit t le  apartm ent.

D erm ie  opened drowsy eyes and 
looked re flec tive ly  at the s ti l l  empty
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hand quivered nervously as he 
beckoned h im  towards a cha ir. He 
took the paper the man handed 
him .

" I 'm  m anager of the store on 
East 80th street. Received th is note 
early  th is m orning. I le ft the place 
and hurried  r ig h t down here as 
soon as I could. D id n 't have tim e  to 
change m y clothes,”  he lookeo 
down apologetica lly.

"Y o u r store w ill be next. This 
a fte rnoon," the note read. I t  was 
signed: "The Pork B and it.”

Nosey scanned the w rit in g  care 
fu lly . Nothing there to give much o. 
a clue. “ Have you seen the police? '

"N o  s ir, thought I 'd  speak to you 
firs t. They seem to be getting no 
where fa s t,"  he laughed rue fu lly  
“ There has been a note before each 
crim e, you know ,”  he rem indec 
him . Nosey absent-m indedly pat 
ted D erm ie 's  neck. She s tirred  
looked languid ly  at the v is ito r a n t 
dozed off again.

Nosey asked h im  a lo t of ques 
tions and the v is ito r seemed anx 
ious to supply a ll the deta ils pus 
sible. " I 'm  fla tte red  you have sc 
much confidence in us," Nosey to k  
h im . “ W ill you pardon me a mo 
m ent w hile I get tny notebook. I 
want to jo t down a ll the in fo rm a tio i 
you can give m e.”

Now Nosey nevei bothered w itl 
a notebook. Any old piece of copy 
paper did fo r the hottest scoop.

Outside the c ity  room, Nosey 
headed fo r a telephone booth. H t 
made a ca ll, picked up a notebook 
from  a protesting stenographer and 
returned to his nervously w aiting 
v is ito r.

He wrote down sentences scrupu­
lously, m aking sure to dot every 
“ i ”  and cross every “ t . "  To anyone 
looking on, i t  was evident Nosey 
was s ta lling  fo r tim e.

I t  was only a m atte r of a feu 
m inutes before the two husky cops 
a rrived . A pa ir of handcuffs were 
clinched on the now sputte ring  v is i­
to r who demanded to know the 
m eaning of this.

"H ere , boys," Nosey addressed 
the cops, " is  your Pork B and it.”  He 
k ind of sneered over the name as 
only a real egoist could .do.

The man suddenly stopped bat­
tling . "H ow  did you know?”  he 
asked.

"W e ll, you see,”  Nosey draw led, 
his five feet fou r swaying m agn ifi 
cently, "you said you ju s t came 
from  your pork store. When D er­
m ie woke up and jus t went right 
back to sleep again, I knew that 
was a lie. I f  you had rea lly  come 
from  there, she would have been 
over there sniffing your pants and 
lick in g  your leg, maybe even chew­
ing a piece out of it. I t ’s past her 
meal tim e  now ," he sm iled down 
fondly at D erm ie who had stirred  
at m ention of her name, looking ex­
pectantly at the em pty plate.

He went on: "Then you told me 
some deta ils tha t the police have 
ca re fu lly  guarded from  the public. 
Nobody but the Pork Bandit h im se lf 
could have known them .”

The man hung his head despa ir­
ing ly . " I  used to own ha lf of the 
chain of stores,”  he spoke b itte r ly . 
"U n t il  m y partner swindled me out 
of my share. I t  was the only way I 
knew o f to get back what rea lly  be­
longed to m e.”

For a m om ent Nosey’s gaze was 
sym pathe tica lly  bent towards the 
m an's back as they led h im  away 
Then he returned to Derm ie.

"H ave  patience, old g ir l , "  he pat­
ted her head. When he returned, 
there was an extra  cushion in. D er­
m ie 's d raw er dom ic ile  and a brand 
new plate. I t  has two sp righ tly  m ice 
painted on it. This has caused no 
end of concern to D erm ie, who, 
m inus her once sharp teeth, can’ t 
figure out just how to b ite Into the 
lit t le  rascals. She doesn't have any 
trouble w ith the extra helpings of 
boloney, though.
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