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New Legislative Setup Is Effective
Congress Putting Its 
Reorganization to Test

B y B A U K H A G E  *
N r u j .S m h tl  end ( o in m tu ljla r.

WNU Service, 1616 Eye Street. N. W., 
Washington, I). C.

WASHINGTON. -  The 80th con­
gress has been operating long 
enough under the new reorganiza­
tion plan to note some of the la t­

te r's  v irtues and 
R  JflMRRÏu s h o r tc o m in g s .

I  The firs t hotly 
debated issue in 
the senate had a 
fortunate effect 
on the plan. I 
refer to the fight 
over retention of 
two of the stand­
ing committees 
— the com m it­
tees on w ar in ­
vestigation and 
small business. 
Despite the fact 
that the 80th con­
gress had ex­

pressed the intention to abide by the 
reorganization plan accepted by the 
79th congress, and that one of the 
purposes of this plan was to e lim ­
inate the special comm ittee, the sen­
ate Republicans fought hard to ex-

Raukhage

tend the life  of these two "specia ls" 
—and they won.

But so much attention was d irect­
ed toward the issue that Senator 
Ta ft hastened to make It clear 
la te r that creation of fu rthe r spe­
c ia l comm ittees would be a very 
d ifficu lt job. Net result o f the whole 
discussion was to strengthen ra ther 
than weaken the reorganization.

One of the most im portan t steps 
toward increasing efficiency of con­
gress was e lim ination of overlap­
ping comm ittees but, like  attem pt­
ing to abolish the seniority rule, it 
just couldn't be accomplished. As a 
m atte r of fact, when the b ill 
fina lly was passed, the house re ject­
ed the senate-approved provision 
which did away entire ly  w ith spe­
cia l committees. I t  was adm itted at 
the tim e the reorganization act 
was passed that it  fe ll considerably 
short of the o rig ina l recommenda­
tions by the various bodies which 
had made unoffic ia l studies of the 
situation. Indeed, the act did not 
ca rry  out a ll the recommendations 
of the report of the jo in t congres­
sional com m ittee created to ex­
amine various recommendations 
and then to make its own.

FOLLOW 01.0 ADAGE . . . Believing In the old adage about the way 
to a man's heart. 16 Chicago war brides are learning to cook "the 
American way” in a Ited Cross nutrition class. Their No. I request 
is to learn to bake apple pie. War brides front Scotland, England and 
Egypt are shown above with a Ited Cross instructor.
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Experts To Advise Solons

I ’ackers Equalize Wages; 
U.S. Withd raws C liina Aid
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Probably the most im portan t 
change yet to be made is to provide 
additional help fo r members. That 
is, p rovid ing additional experts to 
advise com m ittee chairm en and 
committeemen. I recently heard it 
rem arked that: "Senator Ta ft usual­
ly  knows what he is ta lk ing  about 
when he takes the floor. You may 
not agree w ith his policies but when 
it  comes to facts he seldom makes 
erroneous or m isleading statements 
This is la rge ly  because Ta ft has the 
best staff of advisers in congress 
—he hires and pays fo r them out 
of his own pocket.”

I t  is impossible to expect that 
more than a few members of e ither 
house can devote enough tim e to 
any single subject to become expert 
on it. I t  is true that we have had 
some outstanding examples of men 
and women who have been able to 
specialize and s till carry on the ir 
other duties. For example: Senator 
George on finance and Mrs. Rogers 
on veterans’ affa irs, to name two 
w idely d ifferent fields.

The staffing, however, that has 
been done is invaluable. Now for 
the firs t tim e there w ill be experts 
instead of a new inexperienced set 
brought in w ith  each chairman. 
More are needed.

Some phases of the reorganiza­
tion plan probably w ill prove im ­
practica l. One of its  objectives was 
to reduce the number of measures 
passed by unanimous consent. This 
was recommended because frequent­
ly  im portant legislation was adopted 
in th is manner w ith  only a small 
number of senators on the floor. 
The ro ll is not called — m erely 

(. "no objections.”  Various steps were 
taken to check th is custom but 
there is a human element involved 
that has to be taken into considera­
tion.

One thing which helps attendance 
considerably is the reduction of the 
number of comm ittees upon which 
a senator serves. This gives him  
tim e to partic ipate  in debate.

I t  is not im probable that the fili-

LABOR:
Pay Equality

Announcement by the departm ent 
of labor that a special commission 
had sim plified job classifications 
and ironed out rate inequities in 
the Big F ive packing plants pointed 
up the grow ing acceptance of the 
princip le  of equal pay fo r equal work 
in U. S industry.

Consisting of representatives of 
the public, government, industry and 
labor, the commission cleaned up 
differences between Swift, Wilson, 
Cudahy. A rm our and M orre ll and 
the AFL, CIO and independent un­
ions over rate inequalities. The com­
panies and unions had agreed on 
conditions fo r 90,000 jobs in collec­
tive  barga in ing procedure, and the 
commission acted on the rem ain ing 
10,000 jobs.

The number of labor grades ca r­
ry ing  va ry ing  pay rates was cut

CONGRESS:
Retain Luxury Levies

Bent on tr im m in g  income taxes, 
the Republican congress moved to 
preserve other sources of revenue to 
ca rry  the huge 1947-48 budget and 
reduce debt by extending w artim e 
rates on luxury items.

As a result, taxes on liquo r were 
scheduled to rem ain at $9 a proof 
gallon: 20 per cent on furs, luggage, 
jew e lry and to ile t preparations; 1 
cent fo r each 5 cents charged on 
theater admissions: $8 a barre l on 
beer; 25 per cent on long distance 
telephone calls and 15 per cent on 
local service; 15 per cent on trans­
portation, and 20 per cent on ligh t 
bulbs and tubes.

Meanwhile, Republican ranks were 
sp lit on the proposal of Chairm an 
Knutson (Rep., M inn.) of the house 
ways and means com m ittee to re ­
duce income taxes 20 per cent on 

from  250 to 25 under the negotiations earnings up ,0 $300,000 Increasing

I t  is na tu ra l that most congress- buster w ill be curta iled, perhaps
men got into politics by way of the 
legal profession, which is a good 
basic tra in ing, but today, when 
many of the most im portan t issues 
are economic ra ther than politica l, 
no professional tra in ing  is in itse lf 
broad enough.

this session, i f  not en tire ly  ruled out. 
But there never w ill be "a  l im it  to 
debate”  and “ debate" easily can be­
come large ly a monologue when 
addressed to few hearers except a 
patient v is ito r or two in the gal­
lery.

More Reforms Recommended
George B Galloway, staff d irec­

to r of the Monroney - LaFo lle tte  
congressional comm ittee which drew 
up the reorganization legislation, re ­
cently proposed seven new fields of 
congressional re form :

1. Avoid legislation deadlocks 
and promote better team work 
between congress and the Pres­
ident.

2. Create unified, c learly  lo­
cated, responsible leadership in 
congress fo r the legislative pro­
gram.

3. Reduce the non-legislative 
work load on congress so as to 
free congressmen from  errand 
running and perm it them to con­
centrate upon the ir legislative 
duties.

4. Choose comm ittee cha ir­
men other than on the basis of 
seniority.

5. E lim ina te  the filibuster in 
the senate.

6. Solve the problem of the 
powers and procedure of the 
house comm ittee on rules.

7. Establish adequate safe­
guards against extension of the 
patronage system to the new 
professional com m ittee staffs.

I t  w ill be a long tim e before all 
these suggestions are adopted. 
Meanwhile some of those already 
in the law  w ill be modified s ligh tly  
in use, jus t as an automobile o r ship 
"shakes down”  a fte r a certa in 
amount of m ileage has been 
achieved.

One thing that s im ply won’ t work 
now and probably never w ill in the 
senate, at least, is the p rin ting  of 
the schedule of the next day’s work 
in  advance. There is too much free­
dom of action, too much deeply in- 
rooted senatorial courtesy to pre­
vent a senator from  obtaining 
“ unanimous consent”  to lay aside 
what was planned and introduce an 
entire ly  d iffe ren t m atter.

But th is is a sm all point. I t  is 
agreed tha t the advantages out­
weigh the m inor disadvantages. 
The staffing alone even though not 
carried  out to the fu ll is a tre ­
mendous gain. E xpert guidance of 
specialists who know the ir jobs i 
and are not subject to po litica l in ­
terference is invaluable. 1

Gideon E. M ettle r, wearing a 
fatigue cap and fondling m ilo 
maize, cleaned up $40,000— 
$20,000 fo r h im self and $20,000 
fo r his fa ther—on 240 acres of 
irriga ted  land near M cFarland, 
Calif., in his firs t year out of the 
arm y.

and wage boosts averaging 1.8 cents 
an hour were awarded to approxi­
m ate ly 75,000 workers to iron out 
inequalities. In  general, packing 

| house employees doing the work in 
the same geographical area now 

I draw  equal pay.
Previously, the CIO-United Steel 

Workers and U. S. Steel corporation 
had ironed out wage inequalities fo r 
175,000 employees. R etroactive to 
January 4, 1944, the cost of read just­
ment was estimated at 30 m illion  
dollars, w ith  many workers receiv­
ing the equivalent of a 1V4 cent an 
hour wage increase.

CHINA:
V. S. Out

D ip lom atic  eyes turned anxiously 
to the O rient fo llow ing the U. S. de­
cision to abandon its peace-making I low income group

favor was shown fo r the sugges­
tion of Representative Engel (R ep , 
M ich.) that exemptions be increased 
to cut the taxes of low income 
groups ra ther than offering broad re­
lie f which m ight chiefly benefit the 
upper brackets.

Declaring there are nearly 86 
m illion  people dependent on in d iv id ­
ual o r fa m ily  income of $2,500 or 
less a year, Engel said that K nut­
son's b ill would result in a tax cut 
of only 72 cents a week fo r a man 
earning that much or less. On the 
other hand, a person draw ing $300,- 
000 a year would gain $942 a week. 
" I f  the Knutson b ill is passed,”  En­
gel said, “ i t  w ill place into the hands 
of the D em ocratic party the most ef­
fective campaign argum ent any par­
ty can have; an argum ent which w ill 
appeal to 86 m illion  people in the

in China and w ithd raw  most of the 
12,000 m arines on duty there.

Concern was expressed lest U. S. 
w ithd raw a l would inv ite  Russian in ­
tervention in China on behalf o f the 
Chinese Communists. While Sec­
re ta ry  of State M arshall had d il i­
gently sought to b ring  the N ational­
ists and Reds together during his 
special peace mission, the U. S. had 
proceeded on the assumption that 
the N ationalists constituted the legal 
government. In  supporting the Na­
tionalists, the U. S. has advanced an 
estimated to 3 b illio n  dollars of 
lend-lease, and also provided tech­
nicians fo r tra in ing  the ir m ilita ry  
forces.

Since the U. S. pulled out of China 
w ithout m aking any strategic a r­
rangements, the Russians m ainta in  
a d is tinc t advantage in view of the ir 
ha lf-in terest in the M anchurian ra il­
road and the ir jo in t control of Port 
A rth u r and Dairen. Russia's s tra ­
tegic position thus leaves Moscow 
in a key position i f  i t  wishes to sup­
ply Chinese Communists entrenched 
in the north or actua lly  intervene 
on the pre text of s tab iliz ing condi-

• tions in the Orient.

BIGGER BURGERS

FREIGHT:
Haul More Cars

For the fifth  tim e in three years. 
Senator Reed (Rep., Kas.) acted to 
a llevia te  the shortage of box cars 
in the West caused by the reten­
tion of ro lling  stock in the East by 
seaboard railroads.

As elevators and m ille rs  clamored 
fo r cars to move gra in  stacked in 
the West, Reed threatened to draw  
up perm anent legislation to relieve 
what has developed into a perennial 
problem  in recent years. On pre­
vious occasions, the ra ilroads sh ift­
ed cars west upon Reed’s demands.

The shortage of ro lling  stock re ­
sulting from  inadequate additions 
during the w ar years has figured in 
the scram ble fo r cars between East 
and West. Once cars ro ll In from  
the West w ith ag ricu ltu ra l products, 
eastern ra ilroads have sought to 
hold onto them as long as possible 
fo r shipment of industria l goods to 
seaboard points. Because the ra il­
roads also are loath to send the cars 
back empty, valuable tim e is lost 
by shunting them westward w ith 
short loads.

Increase Seen in Meat Output
WASHINGTON.—M eat production 

this year w ill approxim ate 23 b illion  
pounds, p rovid ing 150 pounds fo r 
each c iv ilian  a fte r a llow ing fo r m ili ­
ta ry  requirements and exports, ac­
cording to a departm ent of ag ricu l­
ture  prediction.

The estimate compares w ith  a 
1946 production of . 21,900,000.000 i 
pounds, or a per capita c iv ilian  sup­
p ly  of 145 pounds. Average output 
fo r the 1937-41 period was 18 b illion  
pounds while highest production on 
record was set in 1944 w ith  24,700,- 
000,000 pounds.

The departm ent said beef output ,

in  1947 m ay set a new record and 
is like ly  to be large in 1948 and 
possibly 1949. But lam b and mutton, 
which usually account-for less than 
5 per cent of to ta l meat supplies, 
are like ly  to be sm a lle r th is year 
than last year.

Pork production w ill not be great­
ly  d iffe ren t from  last year, the de­
partm ent said. I t  predicted, how­
ever, an increase in the 12-month 
period beginning October 1.

The departm ent said prices of fed 
beef cattle, especially top grades, , 
are expected to decline somewhat 
from  ea rly  January levels. On the |

other hand, prices of lower-grade 
fed cattle  and stocker and feeder 
cattle  probably w ill continue re la ­
tive ly  high, reflecting seasonally 
sm all supplies.

The departm ent said hog prices 
are expected to rem ain near present 
high levels in the spring and sum­
m er, as m arketings w ill decline 
more than seasonally.

Meat purchases by the armed 
forces and other w ar agencies last 
year were estimated at about 870,- 
000,000 pounds compared w ith 3,600,- 
000,000 in 1945 and a peak of 4,200,- 
000,000 in 1944.

REDS MAY HAVE A-BOMB
WASHINGTON. — It  took breath­

taking Bob Gros of C aliforn ia  to do 
what no d ip lom at or newsman so 
fu r has done regarding the A-bomb 
and Russia. He got a h int from  Sb- 
v ie t Ambassador Novikov that Rus­
sia has either the M C f*t Bf ,|ic 
A-bomb or on adequate defense 
against It.

Gros, a C aliforn ia  lecturer who 
annually Interviews more Washing­
ton bigwigs in 24 hours than the 
average newsman does in one week, 
called on Ambassador Novikov the 
other duy and at the end of his 
In terview  asked: "D o  you have any­
thing you wish to say to the A m eri­
can people?”

“ Yes," replied the ambassa­
dor. "Y ou Americana should not 
re ly  too much on the A-bomb. 
Against France, Ita ly , Ger­
many, yes. Itu t against Russia, 
No. You should not depend 
on It.“
"Tha t. Mr. Am bassador." sug­

gested Gros, "sounds ns If the Rus­
sians have developed a defense 
against the A-bomb.”

"Y e s ."  replied Ambassador N ovi­
kov, "th is  and more. I do not wish 
to say anything fu rth te r.”

This significant statement ended 
the Interview.

• •  •
MORE WOMEN IN GOVERNM ENT

President T rum an's fa ilu re  to ap­
point more women to high office 
was tac tfu lly  la id before the Presi­
dent by u group of women.

Mrs. La Felle Dickinson, presi­
dent of the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs, headed the delega­
tion and to ld M r. T rum an quite 
fra n k ly  that women generally were 
disturbed because he hadn't ap­
pointed us many women to govern­
ment jobs as M r. Roosevelt had. 
She rem inded the President that 
the state department had bu ilt up a 
roster of 80 well-known Am erican 
women capable of handling im po r­
tant governm ent work and urged 
h im  to bring the lis t up to date.

Dr. Katherine McHale of the As­
sociation of U n ive rs ity  Women, was 
equally strong in urg ing appoint­
ment of m ore women to govern­
ment,

M r. T rum an replied that he would 
like to appoint more women to jobs 
but it  was d ifficu lt to get tho righ t 
person fo r the rig h t job.

“ I watched President Roose­
ve lt work fo r a long tim e ,"  T ru ­
man continued. “ I knew then, 
but d idn 't realize fu lly , just how 
large a portion of the Presi­
dent’s tim e was taken In find­
ing the righ t people fo r the 
righ t job. I want you to know 
that nobody makes my appoint­
ments fo r me. I  make them on 
the basis of my own judgm ent.”

Mrs. D ickinson strongly urged ap­
pointm ent of a woman to the exist­
ing vacancy on the Federal Com­
munications commission, but d idn 't 
suggest any names. The women's 
club leader pointed out tha t women 
make up the overw helm ing m a jo r­
ity  of daytim e rad io  listeners, yet 
had no representation whatsoever 
on the FCC.

Mrs. D ickinson also proposed that 
a woman be named assistant secre­
ta ry  of state, because of the enor­
mous interest and great stake tha t 
the women of the country have in 
keeping the peace. M r. T rum an 
said the suggestion was interesting

• •  •
NO LAME-DUCK JOBS

Here's some bad news fo r Demo­
cra tic  congressmen and senators de­
feated in the last election who have 
been p rim ing  the White House for 
federal jobs:

President T rum an has adopted a 
new po licy — no lame-duck appoint­
ments, ba rring  exceptional cases.

This is the story behind the hope 
of Sen. J im  Mead's friends to land 
h im  a d ip lom atic  post or some other 
top job.

T rum an and Mead are old and 
close friends, fought shoulder to j 
shoulder in  m any senate battles and i 
when Trum an became vice presi­
dent in  1944, Mead succeeded h im  
as chairm an of the w ar investigat­
ing com m ittee. However, several 
tim es recently when W hite House 
advisers raised the question of put­
ting  the able New Y orke r some­
where on the federal payro ll, T ru ­
man replied w ith  a fla t "n o ."

“ If  the people of a state or a 
congressional district have de­
cided that they don’t want a 
man in Washington by voting 
him out of office, why should I 
go against their Judgment by 
appointing him to some Job as 
a reward for being defeated?“ 
the President said.

So far, none of T rum an ’s advisers 
has thought up a good answer.

•  •  •
MF.RRY-GO-ROUND

C iv ilian  secretaries of state who 
to r  years have ridden in o rd inary  
Pullm ans are wondering how come 
the m ilita ry  get the use of priva te  
ra ilroad  cars—in  peacetime. Gen­
e ra l M arshall rode in a p riva te  car 
from  Chicago to Washington after 
his a rm y plane was forced down 
by bad weather, whereas H enry L. 
Stimson, two tim es secretary of war 
and once secretary of state, never 
got any h igher than a daawing 
room . , . . General E isenhower also 
has a yen fo r p riva te  cars.
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K J O , “ hunt and peck”  typ ing  has 
A '  no place in n busy, e ffic ien t o f­
fice. I f  you ’ re u fte r a good job  you 
m ust know touch-typing.

What to (In? With a chait of the key* 
and a few nliiiplc limlruetlnns, teach It In 
youmrU at home It's eaxy. Learn, too, 
the almple rules of typliiK form that em ­
ployers ex|a-ct you to know.

The valuable booklet "Touch-Typewrit­
ing Self-Taught." gives touch-typewriting 
chart, lustiuetions and exercises for home 
lessons. Explain* rule» for typing correct 
business. social and official letters and 
tables of figures.

Send 25 cents In coin for your copy nt 
’Tourb-TY|>ewiiting Self Taught" lo Week 
ly Newspaper Service. 243 West |7th 
Street, New York 11, N. Y. He sure to 
write plainly your name, oddrex» and 
name of booklet

A f i r f H f i / i f / v  R e a t h

France has decided to leave un­
d isturbed the w recked ships, tanks 
nnd o ther debris o f bu ttle  on the 
beaches of N orm undy us u w ar 
m em oria l to the A llied  troops who 
landed there to begin the invasion 
of Europe.

FOOUSH
TO NEOLECT SNIFFLES, SNEEZES OF

tieadCotds
A bottle of Vicks Va-tro-nol Is mighty 
handy to have uround the house be­
cause tills  double-duty nose drops , . .
Quickly Relieves aneezy. s n i f f l y ,

* s tu ffy  distress o f
head colds. Makes breathing easier.
Helps Prevent m a n y co lds  fro m
---- 1----------------developing i f  used
at the first warning sniffle or sneeze.

This Double-Duty Nose Drops should 
save you much misery. Works flue I 
Follow directions in  the package.

VICKS VA-TRO-NOL

END LAXATIVE HABIT
THIS EASY WAY!

Millions NowTuke Healthful 
Fresh Fruit Drink-Find 

Harsh Laxatives 
Unnecessary

I t ’s lemon and water. Yes-just the 
juice of 1 Sunkist Lemon in a glass of 
water-first thing on arising.

Taken first thing in the morning, 
this wholesome drink stimulates bowel 
action in a natural way-assurcs most 
people of prompt, normal elimination.

Why not change to this healthful 
habit? Lemon and water is good for 
you. I-emons are among the richest 
sources of vitamin C, which combats 
fatigue, helps you resist colds and 
infections. They also supply Hi and P. 
They alkalinize, aid appetite and 
digestion. Lemon and water has a 
fresh tang, too-clears the mouth, 
wakes you up!

Try this grand wake-up drink 10 
mornings. See i f  i t  doesn’t help you! 
Use California Sunkist Lemons.

a CAREER «  
A V IA T IO N
A n  investment in education c ..- . . 
security for the years ahead. Aero 
Tech w ill train you for a suc­
cessful career in Aviation, Aero­
nautical Engineering — Aircraft 
and Ena ine Mechanics courses. 
Thorough, practical training by 
outstand ing  fa cu lty . Modern 
Equipment. Aero Tech has trained 
over 6,000 students since 1937. 
ENROLL N O W — New mechanics 
classes start Feb. 17, Mar. 3 and 17. 
Engineering classes start Mar. 17. 
No waitingordelay ifyo u  act now. 
Send coupon today for free book­
let or phone or visitschool. Visitors 
welcome. Approved for Veterans. 
MM INDUSTRIES TECHNICAL INSTITUTE

M M
IhalclMl Alraart

M M . Cililwik 
Nose SSwtswd I I I !

k n o w .  FREE BOOKLET T O D A )

Fixate land naw catalog and infarmalian 
without obligation. Dtpt. I,

Addratt.
City____
ilo ta___
If


