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U.S. Faces Crisis in School System

Nati

on Suffers S('arvil_\'

Of Competent Teachers

By BAUKHAGE

News Analyst and Commentator.

WNU Service, 1616 Eve Street, N.W.,

Washington, D, C.
WASHINGTON, D. C.-
a year and a half after the question
of which would |
triumph, naziism § i
or democracy, |
was the §

Less than

s

settled,

United States is §
being forced to
meet a crisis in

its competitive
struggle to main.
tain its way of
life,

Two years ago
the prediction,
based on trends
of that moment,
was made that
“our school sys-
tem faces one of the greatest crises
in history—American schools
have lost 200,000 competent, well-
prepared teachers since Pearl Har-
bor.”” (That was in June, 1944.)

At that time only one out of a hun-
dred school teachers held “‘emer-
gency certificates" —certificates is-
sued to persons admittedly not in
the “‘competent, well-prepared"’
class.

Baukhage

its

Today, according to an estimate
made in an article in the October
issue of Coronet magazine, one out
of every eight hold such certificates
and out of the 200,000 teachers lost
to war industries, the draft and oth-
er wartime activities, Coronet finds

:
| cruitment of teachers Improvement
of working conditions and higher
salaries, has renewed its efforts as
F result of action taken at the or-

o
| n this July, A
.uix‘]‘!l'd

Eanization's conventi

slogan which they have

runs: “We must have federal aid be- |

fore we can have equalization of op-

{ Cheat Pupils Out
| Of Proper Education

Meanwhile, as Charles
says in the previously quoted Coro-
net article, “‘we are cheating our
boys and girls of their right to the
kind of an education they desire.'
by permitting this teacher short-

! agewhich has closed more than 7,000
:c!ass rooms and over-expanded
classes so that individual attention

| to pupils has virtually vanished
| Many vital subjects have been
| dropped.

The worst phase of the situation is
the turnover.

| the number of “emergency certifi-

| en sharply Harris mentions one

Ischml which permitted a convict |

Army Alters Draft Plan;

| to be released from jail because no |

: one else could be found to teach the

| pupils.

As is evidenced by | ;.\'k‘ ‘r 'kq Rb" 'IL‘ “ §

| cates” issued, the standard has fall- |

portunity.” But federal “interfer- |
ence” in America's school system |
| has always been a bogey.

Harris |

I was told of a case where |

| @ teacher teaching sixth grade pu- |

pils had never had than a

fourth grade education herself.
Low pay is, as it lways been,

one of the chief diffic It

more

has

es is a

at least 75,000 of those teachers :
¥ 3 y - paradox that the business
lost” for good. Stuart Chase, econ- | __ .
# v dustrial groups, who are most
omist, sets 500,000 as the number w that the principl ¢
+ ¢ ar 8 tnat ne wrincipies ade-
vl befors the nresen saching I
ntee'('icd L:I\rt. the present teaching mocracy and free enterprise be
aff of the nation is )
stafl of the nation is brought up to thoroughly taught, are the greatest

what he calls ‘‘adequate.”

Ralph McDonald, executive sec-
retary of National Educational as-
sociation in Washington, who has
been busy trying to wake the edu-
cational world to its danger, quotes
reports that Russia today is spend-
ing 20 per cent of her comparatively
low national income on education.
while we spend only two per cent of
ours for the same purpose.

And not satisfied with what is now
being done, the Soviets are demand-
ing still higher standards of “ideo-
logical and political” knowledge for
their teachers. The party paper,
Izvestia, announced in a recent arti-
cle that students from Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia and other Slav coun-
tries were being brought into the in-
stitutions of higher learning in Mos-
cow, Leningrad and other cities.

The office of education of the
United States government is fully
aware of the danger facing our pub-
lic schools. Its functions are strict-
ly limited, however, to the acquisi-
tion and distribution of information,
Actual promotional activities are
forbidden and improvement of con-
ditions rests fundamentally with the
states and local communities. The
office of education is doing all it

can. Full co-operation in the gath- |

ering of data is provided and for
the last six weeks or so special ef-
forts have been made to bring in-
formation on this subject up to date
for distribution. Actual statistics of
the varying needs of various com-
munities now are being compiled.

National Education association,
which began an intensive campaign
two years ago to assist in the re-

* *

competitors of the schoolhouse

Here in Washington the minimum
wage of- teachers is below that of
lower grade clerical a tants and
file clerks in the government. In in-

dustrial centers, the gap is wider

In business, there is more of a de-
mand today for college-trained per-
sonnel. Many teachers, both male
and female, who went into the serv-
ices held college degrees, and when
discharged were eagerly snapped
up by businesses requiring higher
education

Chambers of commerce, dis-
turbed by the threat of untrained

| minds in their communities, have
appealed to the government to pro-
mote special teachers’ programs as

a part of the veterans'

programs but here again the fed-

eral government would be treading

| on thin ice. That isn't in the law
| Private institutions and the com-
munity itself are responsible for this
type of effort, and congress always
puts its foot down when there is any-
{ thing that even hints at federal ac-
| tivity in connection with the public
| school system. The office of edu-
cation leans over backward to keep
| away from anything that might be
labeled ‘‘interference.’

Not only poor pay but also lack
| of social life drives many prospec-
] tive teachers into other fields. That
| is something that only the commu-
| nity can change.

If the teacher’'s position is not
changed for the better and the pub-
lic school system is not restored to
its normal place in our democracy
we will have lost the one thing with-
out which democracy cannot grow.

* *

Scores Censorship ‘Beat’

One of the few joys left to a news-
paper correspondent in one of the
foreign cities where censorship still
prevails is trying to beat the censor.
One of the most amusing “beats’’ of
this kind was scored by Drew Mid-
dleton writing from Moscow for the
New York Times,

Perhaps it fooled many American
readers, too, It reads:

“Ilya Ehrenburg, writing in Izves-
tia, continued his long series of arti-
cles on the United States, a group
of articles which for depth and un-
derstanding are superior to anything
written on these lines since the
works of Charles Lutwidge Dodgson.

The dispatch was passed by the
censor who didn't know that Dodg-
son was the real name of Lewis
Carroll who wrote,
derland,”” some of the most delight-
ful nonsense ever penned.

1 do not know whether Ehren-
burg’'s articles as published in Mos-
cow differed from those which he
published in the United States, but
I must say that some of them re-
flected life in America as truly as
the scene at the Mad Hatter's tea
party followed the pattern of an
ordinary tea party in England. You
remember that there was a table
set under a tree in front of the
house and the March Hare and the
Hatter were having tea at it; a
Dormouse was asleep, and the oth-
er two were using him as a cushion,
resting their elbows on it and talk-
ing over its head.

‘“Very uncomfortable for the Dor-
mouse,” thought Alice; “only it's
asleep, 1 suppose it doesn’t mind."

The Hatter was the first to break
the silence. “What day of the
month is it?"" he said, turning to
Alice. He had taken his watch out
of bis pocket and was looking at it

“Alice in Won- |

uneasily, shaking it every now and
then and putting it to his ear.

Alice considered a little and said,
‘““The Fourth.”

“Two days wrong!” sighed the
Hatter. “I told you butter wouldn’t
suit the works,” angrily looking at
the March Hare.

“It was the best of butter,” the
March Hare meekly replied.

Although Middleton's comparison
between Dodgson and Ehrenburg
was probably well-chosen, I doubt
if the censor would have passed the
comment had he ever read *“‘Alice
in Wonderland.”

LARGEST FAMILY REUNITED

Largest family to arrive In

Japan aboard the transport Monterey recently was that of Lt. Col.
Amel T. Leonard of Dallas, Texas. Here Is the {amily after reunion

at Yokohama,

Navy Sets Flicht Record

DRAFT:
Wodify Plan

In modifying
for

its postwar draft
the arm
for

The
Short

lans teen-agers,
p the
congressional
ment of Rep.
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aft after having
of it
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roved prospects eventual
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While the new plan calls for the
induction of 18-year-olds, it differed
from previous proposals in that it

confined intensive training to six

'Long Jump

im-

I'he big, blue, two-motored "“Truec-
ilent Turtle' circled in a steep bank
at 2,000 feet and one engine sput-
tered. The crowd at the Columbus,
Ohio, airport watched anxiously in

ir that the plane's tanks were |

I iry. Then, Comdr. Thomas
D. Davies, 32, leveled off the ship,

| the motor picked up, and he made
a safe landing to complete a rec-

months and gives the draftee a num- |

ber of alternatives in completing the
remainder of his service. He

| could:

re-training |

—Continue his speclalized mili-
tary training for six months.
—Enlist in any of the regular mil-
itary services, national guard or re-
serve corps
—Enter West Point or Annapolis,
—Enlist in the reserve corps and
take up an approved college course,

including R.O.T.C. training, or a
technical course in an authorized
school

| moment

| Australia,
Guine#area, the crew rode out heavy |

Inductees would not be subject to |

military law but a special code of
conduct and receive a monthly al-
lowance of $30 plus subsistence. de-
pendents’ benefits, insurance and
disability compensation, if eligible

NOT A BRIDE ,
ably intended for several bridal
showers, went to Diana Michal,

Rice, prob-

21 = month - old Baltimore girl,
through public response to an ap-
peal. Rice is needed in special
diet for the youngster, suffering
from a rare kidney ailment,

BIG BUSINESS

WASHINGTON.—Farmers of the
United States are operating a 100
billion dollar business, it is revealed
in a report of the Bureau of Agricul-
tural Economics.

Total value of the nation’'s farm
plant, including all assets held by
farm owners, amounted to 101.5 bil-
lion dollars on January 1, 1046,
the bureau estimates. The valua-
tion of net worth of agriculture
showed a gain of nearly 12 per cent
over the estimate for January 1,
1945, and about 90 per cent since
the beginning of 1940.

The increase since January, 1945,
was attributed largely to price in-
creases for agriculture’s physical
assets and accumulations of finan-
cial assets, resulting from a large
volume of sales. Comparatively lit-
tle of the increase came from im-

provements to the farm establish-
ment, the report stated,
Real Estate Gains,

Of the total value of the nation's
agricultural plant at the beginning
of this year, farm real estate ac-
counted for 56.6 billion dollars, com-
pared with 50.3 billion dollars on
January 1, 1945. Other physical as-
sets made up 24.9 billion dollars,
compared with 24.4 billion dollars a
year before. Financial assets of
farm operators totaled more than
20 billion dollars compared with 16.2
billion dollars a year earlier,

The value of holdings of farmers
and other owners of farms account-
ed for 93.2 billion dollars of the
total value of the farm plant. This
compares with holdings estimated
to be worth 81.3 billion dollars on
January 1, 1945. In addition, cred-

itors’ claims were calculated this
year at 8.3 billion dollars, a decrease

TURTLE:

11,236-mile 53

hours and 17 minutes

ord-breaking flight in

The temporary engine trouble at
the airport was not the only anxious
the “‘Truculent Turtle"
caused on the long haul from Perth,
In the Bougainville-New

weather; 200 miles off California,
they ran into thick clouds and flew
on instruments; north of San Fran-
cisco, ice formations on wings
cut speed to 150 m.p.h

the

Although Commander Davies and
his three-man crew were fazed
by the mechanical rigidities of their
flight, they intimated that
pound baby kangaroo they carted
as a gift to Washington, D.
zoo was more than their match
he fussed in his cage

not

a
as

' RECONVERSION:

Steelman Reports

The wartime economy of the U. §
has reached a fork in the road, Re-
cenversion Director John R. Steel-
man declared in his quarterly re-
port to the President and congress
In one direction lies unprecedented,
stable prosperity; in the other,
boom and bust.

Steelman pleaded with business,
labor, agriculture and consumers to
avert an inflationary spiral He
asked business to hold down prices:
labor to refrain from making un-
sound wage demands: agriculture
to continue to produce at a record
clip, and consumers to desist from
spending freely.

Despite record employment of 58
million and an annual production
rate of 172 billion dollars, many key

commodities remain scarce, Steel-
man said. Accumulation of inven-
tories at a rate of 6% billion dol-

lars yearly indicates there is some
speculative hoarding, he added. The
meat shortage promises to worsen
this winter and supplies of fats,
oils and sugars will remain tight for

| many months. Up 23 per cent from

1043, clothing prices are expected
to go up another 10 per cent by the
end of 1946,

Farm Value Hits Billion Dollars

of 700 million dollars from the year
before,
Assels Listed,

Finanelal assets of farmers in
January this year were estimated
to include nearly 14 billion dollars
in deposits and currency, compared
with 11.3 billion dollars the year be-
fore; about 8 billion dollars in war
bonds, up 1 billion dollars from a
year earlier, and about 1 billion
dollars invested in co-operatives,
a slight increase during the year,

The large increase in holdings of
cash and government bonds during
the war years, the bureau said,
probably reflected some deteriora-
tion of the farm plant. Failure to
maintain farms and equipment at
prewar levels contributed about 800
million dollars to cash holdings of
farmers in the period 1942-45, which
will need to be reinvested now.

the 35- |

el

FAR EASTERN REPORT-—

| Here's what members of the house
nilitary affairs committee reported
General Eisenhower, following
helr return from inspection of
wur military basesy in the Far East,

nn

L. Merale of our Far East oc-
cupational troops Is being en-
dangered by the army’s delay In
sending wives and families to
oflicers and enlisted men,

2. The army ls doing little te
set up facilities for the proper
housing of army wives and chil-
dren who want te  join  the
troops, On Okinawa, for iIn-
stance, surplus army stoves and
plumbing supplies—badly need-
ed in quonset huts where army
families will be housed—have
been sold to the Chinese,

3. Another demoralizing
tor is the shortage of cigareites,

fac-

fresh fruit and vegetables,
Eisenhower promised to look into
these facts immediately

Congressmen reported that an es-
iimated 350 Jap still
at large on the island of Okinawa,

soldiers are

Iving a Robinson Crusoe existence
n the hills American authorities
are not seriously troubled A

picked up a

couple of months ago on Saipan, aft

lone Jap fugitive was

'r having been at large for over a
year When asked where he had
been getting water on the very dry

portion of the island to which he hac
been confined, the Nip replied that
he had gone at night to a large house
In an lsolated sector, drinking from

the tap and fAlling his canteen. The
home was that of the American
commander

The returned congressmen

are worried that lower ranking
commissioned officers are “‘tak-
ing the Japs to their heart:.'”
Congressmen fear that many
occupation officers have forgot-
ten that the Japs were our ene-
mies only a ago. Japs,
the congressmen say, have not
forgotten their dead, but some
of our men have forgotten the
Americans who died battling
these same Japs,
Une of MacArthur's d
the great shortage of J ip-American
Interpreters. Result In Japanese
towns without any
ports on conditions, written by Jap
authorities, are S. head.
quarters as official reports

year

iMculties |s

interpreter re-

sent to U

Plans to recruit 50,000 Filipinos
for our army have fallen through
because of lack of money. The pres-
ent goal is 35,000, with the training
now under way

Worst areas in the Pacifiec for
| troop morale are Korea and the
Aleutians Korea Is the center of

political intrigue and, because it Is
at the end of the supply lines, the
food served our troops is hardly bet-
ter than fleld rations. In the bare.
treeless Aleutians, the big wish 1
U. S. troops is for a 12-month rota-
tion system. They now are sent on
| & two-year hitch with scant chance

to get back to the comparative gay- |

| ety of Alaska

. L] L

| STALIN'S WAR OF NERVES

Most interesting fact
lin's recent widely broadcast and
widely-hailed-as-conciliatory state-
ments to a London newsman is the
date.

lin was telling the world that there
was no danger of another war, he

about Sta- |

The date was September 24, |
For on exactly the same day Sta- |

was sending a note to Turkey which |

i.k;:m;: another tune.

The note to Turkey was not made
}'pul)lic until four days later. Thus
Stalin publicly put fears to rest,
|u.-hi]r- simultaneously warning Tur-
key that she must yield to Russia

fnn the Dardanelles and that she
must permit Russian troops on |
|'I‘url-(ish soil. If not, the implied |

threat was war.

[ Thus, despite Stalin’s attempt
to woo the world, his aims re-
main exactly the same, Fur-
thermore, they remain exacily
the same as those of the czars
before him. Finally, they re-
main today, with his allies, ¢x-
actly the same as with his old
sparring partner, Hitler,

For, in 1940, when Russia ana
Germany were under a non-aggres-
| sion pact, the same Molotov now
dickering in Paris went to Berlin to
dicker with Ribbentrop for terms

the war against England,
terms Molotov wanted were the Dar.
.[dnnellos. Iran, Iraq, the Balkans
and the mouth of the Red sea. Hit.
ler wouldn't give these terms, and

war on the side of the Allies, not
against them.

Now that the war is over, Stalin
and Molotov are right back where

Dardanelles and other long-range
Russian objectives,

Acheson picked an ideal time for

Wallace-Byrnes feud. He wag the
happiest man in the administration
to have missed the fight, , . Sighed
Mildred Eaton, one of Wallace's sec.

move yet." Mrs, Truman re.
fused to use a White House car
while vacationing in Missouri, driy-.
| ing her own car in Independence,

under which Russia would come into '
The |

Russia finally was forced into the |

they were in 1940—trying to get the .

L] L] L]
CAPITAL CHAFF .
Undersecretary of State Dean |

his vacation, the moment of the |

retaries, when informed her bogg
had resigned, “We haven't got
through unpacking from our |ast |

The Nation’s
FAVORITE
POP CORN

WHITI Or

Double the pleasure of
walking . . . Ask for SOLES

Heels

as well as
ey by

&

AMERICA'S No. 1 HEEL

and sole
Tough and Springy

How To Relieve
~ Bronchitis

Creomulsion reileves promptly be-
eause it goes right to the seat of the
trouble to help loosen and expel
germ laden phlegm, and ald nature
to soothe and heal raw, tender, in-
flamed bronchial mucous mem-
branes, Tell your druggist to sell you
A bottle of Creomulsion with the un-
derstanding you must like the way it
quickly allays the cough or you are
to have your money back,

CREOMULSION

for Coughs, Chest Colds, Bronchitis

You can relieve

ATHLETE'S FOOT

80.6%

of cases showed
clinical improve-
ment after only 10
days treatment with
SORETONE in impartial,
scientific test,

SORETONE

Made by McKesson & Robbing
Sold with money back guarsates

50¢ and $1.00

SSURANCE

The buyet’s assurance is the advertis
ing he or she reads in the newspaper.
That is the buyer’s guide. It tells the
prices one must expect to pay. Let the
seller who tries to charge more beware!

YOUR

Here's One Of The Greatest

BLOODIRON
'ou'c YOU CAN

8BUY
If you lack BLOOD-IRON!

You girls and women who suffer so
from simple anemia that you're pale,
weak, "dragged out'—this may be due
to lack of blood-iron 8o try Lydia E
Pinkham’'s TABLETS—one of the best
bome ways to bulld up red blood to
fet more strength—Iin such cases. Pink.
mm's Tablets are one of the greatest
blood-lron tonics you ean buy!

Always rely on this great rub for

CHEST
COLDS

to relieve coughs — aching muscles

LI HUSTERC

WNU—]I!

When Your

4246

Back Hurts -

And Your Strength and
Energy Is Below Par

It may be eaused by disorder of kid-
ney function that permita  poisonbus
waste to accumulate, For truly many
people feel tired, wenk and miserable
when the kidneys fail to remove excess
leid:l and other waste matter from the

ood,

You may wsuffer nagging backache,
rheumatic pains, headaches, dizziness,

tting up nighta, leg ins, swelling.
ometimes frequent lntr‘lunty urina-
tion with samarting and burning s an-
other algn that something is wrong with
the ”d“"ﬂ' or bladder,

There should be no doubt that prompt
lroatmentl i8 wiser than neglect, lf:u
Doan's Pills, 1t ia better to roly on &
medicine that has won eountryw{ric n
Erovnl than on something leas favorabl

nown. Doan's have been tried and tes
O:i many years, Are at
Get Doan's today.

DOANSPILLS

'
b=

all drug stores.




