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U. S. Faces Crisis in School System
Nation Suffers St ’arcity 
Of Competent Teachers

By B A U K H A G E
4 n a /> s t a n d  C o m m e n ta to r .

WNU Service, 1616 Eye Street. N.W.. 
Washington. D. C.

WASHINGTON, D C —Less than 
•  year and a ha lf a fte r the question 
of which would ■
trium ph, naziism { 
o r  d e m o c ra c y , 
was settled, the 
United States is 
being forced to 
meet a cris is  in 
its  c o m p e t i t iv e  
struggle to m ain­
ta in  its way of 
life .

Two years ago 
the p r e d ic t io n ,  
based ou trends 
of tha t moment, 
was made that 
“ our school sys- Baukhage
tern faces one o f the greatest crises 
in its  h is to ry—A m erican schools 
have lost 200,000 competent, well' 
prepared teachers since P earl H a r­
bor.’ ' (That was in June, 1944.)

A t that tim e  only one out of a hun­
dred school teachers held “ em er­
gency certifica tes” —certificates is ­
sued to persons adm itted ly  not in 
the "competent, well-prepared”  
class.

Today, according to an estimate 
made in  an a rtic le  in  the October 
issue of Coronet magazine, one out 
of every eight hold such certificates 
and out of the 200,000 teachers lost 
to w ar industries, the d ra ft and oth­
er w artim e activ ities. Coronet finds

cru itm en t of teachers, improvement 
of w orking conditions and higher 
salaries, has renewed its efforts as 
a resu lt o f action taken at the or­
ganization's convention this Ju ly. A 
slogan which they have adopted 
runs: “ We m ust have federal aid be­
fore we can have equalization of op­
p o rtu n ity .’ ’ But federal " in te rfe r­
ence" in  A m erica 's school system 
has always been a bogey.
C heat P u p ilt  Out
O f P roper Education

Meanwhile, as Charles H arris  
says in the previously quoted Coro­
net a rtic le , “ we are cheating our 
boys and g irls  of the ir rig h t to the 
k ind of an education they desire ." 
by p e rm itting  th is teacher short­
age which has closed more than 7,000 
class rooms and over-expanded 
classes so tha t ind iv idua l attention 
to pupils has v ir tu a lly  vanished 
Many v ita l subjects have been 
dropped.

The worst phase of the situation is 
the turnover. As is evidenced by 
the num ber of “ emergency ce rtif i­
cates" issued, the standard has fa ll­
en sharply. H a rris  mentions one 
school which perm itted  a convict 
to be released from  ja i l  because no 
one else could be found to teach the 
pupils. I was told of a case where 
a teacher teaching sixth grade pu­
p ils had never had m ore than a 
fourth  grade education herself.

Low pay is, as it  has always been, 
one of the chief d ifficu lties. I t  is a 
strange paradox that the business 
and indus tria l groups, who are most 
anxious that the princip les of de
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Army Alters Draft Plan; 
Navy Sets Flight Record

at least 75,000 of those teachers 
“ lost fo r good. Stuart Chase, econ­
omist, sets 500,000 as the num ber i 
needed before the present teaching ’ anxlous ,hat the princip les of de­
staff of the nation is brought up to T 0" * * ? ,  and frce en,erPrise be 
what he calls “ adequate.”  thoroughly taught, are the greatest

i com petitors of the schoolhouse. 
Here in Washington the m in im um

what he calls "adequate 
Ralph McDonald, executive sec­

re ta ry  of N ational Educational as­
sociation in  Washington, who has 
been busy try in g  to wake the edu­
cational w orld to its  danger, quotes 
reports that Russia today is spend­
ing 20 per cent of her com para tive ly  
low national income on education, 
while we spend only two per cent of 
ours fo r the same purpose.

And not satisfied w ith what is now 
being done, the Soviets are demand­
ing s till h igher standards of “ ideo­
logical and p o lit ica l”  knowledge fo r 
the ir teachers. The pa rty  paper, 
Izvestia, announced in a recent a r t i­
cle that students from  Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia and other Slav coun­
tries were being brought in to the in ­
stitu tions of h igher learn ing in Mos­
cow. Leningrad and other cities.

The office of education of the 
United States government is fu lly  
aware o f the danger facing our pub­
lic  schools. Its  functions are s tr ic t­
ly  lim ited , however, to the acquisi­
tion and d is tribu tion  of in form ation. 
Actual prom otional activ ities are 
forbidden and im provem ent of con­
ditions rests fundam entally w ith  the 
states and local communities. The 
office of education is doing a ll i t  
can. F u ll co-operation in  the gath­
ering of data is provided and fo r 
the last six weeks or so special ef­
forts have been made to bring in ­
form ation on th is subject up to date 
fo r d is tribu tion . Actual statistics of 
the vary ing  needs of various com­
m unities now are being compiled.

National Education association, 
which began an intensive campaign 
two years ago to assist in  the re-

wage of- teachers is below tha t of 
lower grade c le rica l assistants and 
file clerks in the government. In in ­
dus tria l centers, the gap is wider. 
In  business, there is more of a de­
mand today fo r college-trained per­
sonnel. Many teachers, both male 
and female, who went into the serv­
ices held college degrees, and when 
discharged were eagerly snapped 
up by businesses requ iring  higher 
education.

Chambers of commerce, d is­
turbed by the th reat of untrained 
m inds in the ir comm unities, have 
appealed to the government to pro­
mote special teachers' program s as 
a pa rt of the veterans’ re -tra in ing  
program s but here again the fed­
era l governm ent would be treading 
on th in  ice. That isn’ t in  the law 
P riva te  institu tions and the com­
m un ity  itse lf are responsible fo r this 
type of effort, and congress always 
puts its foot down when there is any­
th ing that even hints at federal ac­
t iv i ty  in connection w ith the public 
school system. The office of edu­
cation leans over backward to keep 
away from  anything tha t m ight be 
labeled "in te rfe rence .”

Not only poor pay but also lack 
of social life  drives many prospec­
tive  teachers in to other fields. That 
is something that only the comm u­
n ity  can change.

I f  the teacher’s position is not 
changed fo r the better and the pub­
lic  school system is not restored to 
its norm al place in our democracy 
we w ill have lost the one th ing  w ith ­
out which democracy cannot grow.

w w *  ★

Scores Censorship ‘Beat’
One of the few joys le ft to a news­

paper correspondent in one of the 
fore ign cities where censorship s till 
p reva ils  is try in g  to beat the censor. 
One of the most amusing “ beats" of 
th is  k ind was scored by Drew M id ­
dleton w ritin g  from  Moscow fo r the 
New Y ork Times.
1 Perhaps i t  fooled many Am erican 
readers, too. I t  reads:

" I ly a  Ehrenburg, w ritin g  in  Izves­
tia, continued his long series of a r t i­
cles on the United States, a group 
of artic les which fo r depth and un­
derstanding are superior to anything 
w ritten  on these lines since the 
works of Charles Lutw idge Dodgson.

The dispatch was passed by the 
censor who d id n 't know that Dodg­
son was the rea l name of Lewis 
C arro ll who wrote, "A lice  in  Won­
derland,”  some o f the most de ligh t­
fu l nonsense ever penned.

I  do not know whether Ehren- 
burg ’s a rtic les as published in Mos­
cow differed from  those which he 
published in the United States, but 
I  m ust say that some of them re­
flected life  in Am erica as tru ly  as 
the scene at the Mad H a tte r’s tea 
pa rty  followed the pattern of an 
o rd ina ry  tea pa rty  in  England. You 
rem em ber that there was a table 
set under a tree in  fron t of the 
house and the M arch Hare and the 
H a tte r were having tea at i t ;  a 
Dormouse was asleep, and the oth­
er two were using h im  as a cushion, 
resting th e ir elbows on it  and ta lk ­
ing over its head.

"V e ry  uncom fortable fo r the D or­
mouse," thought A lice ; "on ly  i t ’s 
asleep, I  suppose i t  doesn't m ind .”

The H a tte r was the firs t to break 
the silence. "W hat day of the 
month is i t? ”  he said, tu rn ing  to 
A lice. He had taken his watch out 
of Lis pocket and was looking at it

uneasily, shaking i t  every now and 
then and putting  i t  to his ear.

A lice considered a lit t le  and said, 
"The F ourth .”

“ Two days w rong !”  sighed the 
Hatter. “ I  told you butter wouldn’t 
su it the w orks,”  ang rily  looking at 
the M arch Hare.

“ I t  was the best of bu tte r,”  the 
March Hare m eekly replied.

Although M idd le ton ’s comparison 
between Dodgson and Ehrenburg 
was probably well-chosen, I  doubt 
i f  the censor would have passed the 
comment had he ever read "A lice  
in W onderland.”

BIG BUSINESS

D R A F T :
Modify Plan

In  m od ify ing  its postwar d ra ft 
plans fo r teen-agers, the a rm y im ­
proved the prospects fo r eventual 
congressional adoption. The state­
ment of Rep. Dewey Short (Rep., 
Mo.) that he would consider a m odi­
fied d ra ft a fte r having been con­
vinced of its  necessity by General 
E isenhower indicated which way the 
w ind was blowing.

While the new plan calls fo r the 
induction of 18-year-olds. it  d iffered 
from  previous proposals in that it  
confined intensive tra in in g  to six 
months and gives the draftee a num ­
ber of a lte rna tives in  com pleting the 
rem ainder of his service. He 
could:

—Continue his specialized m ili­
ta ry  tra in ing  fo r six months.

—E n lis t in  any of the regular m il­
ita ry  services, national guard or re ­
serve corps.

—E nte r West Point or Annapolis.
—E n lis t in the reserve corps and 

take up an approved college course, 
inc lud ing R.O.T.C. tra in ing , or a 
technical course in an authorized 
school.

Inductees would not be subject to 
m ilita ry  law but a special code of 
conduct and receive a m onthly a l­
lowance of $30 plus subsistence, de­
pendents' benefits, insurance and 
d isa b ility  compensation, i f  e lig ib le

TURTLE:
Long Jump

The big, blue, two-motored "T ru c ­
ulent T u rtle "  c irc led in a steep bank 
at 2,000 feet and one engine sput­
tered. The crowd at the Columbus, 
Ohio, a irpo rt watched anxiously in 
fear that the plane's tanks were 
running dry. Then. Comdr. Thomas 
D. Davies, 32, leveled off the ship, 
the m otor picked up, and he made 
a safe landing to complete a rec­
ord-breaking 11,236-mile fligh t in 55 
hours and 17 minutes.

The tem porary engine trouble at 
the a irpo rt was not the only anxious 
moment the "T rucu len t T u rtle "  
caused on the long haul from  Perth. 
Austra lia . In the Bougainville-New 
G uineirarca, the crew rode out heavy 
weather; 200 m iles o ff C aliforn ia , 
they ran into th ick clouds and flew 
on instrum ents; north of San F ran ­
cisco, ice form ations on the wings 
cut speed to 150 m.p.h.

Although Commander Davies and 
his three-man crew were not fazed 
by the mechanical rig id ities  of the ir 
flight, they in tim ated  that the 35- 
pound baby kangaroo they carted 
as a g ift to a Washington. D. C.. 
zoo was more than the ir match as 
he fussed in his cage.

R E C O N V E R S I O N
Steelman Reports

EAR EASTERN R EPO R T —
Here's what mem bers of the house 

t i i l i ta r y  n ffu lrs  com m ittee reported 
to General Eisenhower, fo llow ing 
their re tu rn  from  an inspection of 
>ur m ilita ry  buse%in the F a r East.

1. M orale of our Fur E ast oc­
cupational troops la being en­
dangered by the arm y’s d elay In 
sending wires and fam ilies  to 
officers and enlisted  m en.

2. The arm y la doing little te 
set up facllltiee  for the proper 
housing of arm y w ives and ch il­
dren who want to Join the 
troops. On O kinawa, for In­
stan ce , surplus arm y stoves and 
plum bing supp lies—badly need­
ed in quonset huts w here arm y  
fam ilies w ill be housed—have  
been sold Io the C hinese.

3. Another dem oralisin g  fac­
tor Is the shortage of c igare ttes, 
fresh fruit and vegetab les. 
Eisenhower prom ised to look Into

these facts im m ediate ly. 
Congressmen reported that an es­

timated 350 Jap soldiers are s till 
at large on the Island of Okinawa.

I 'lv ing  a Robinson Crusoe existence 
In the hills. Am erican authorities 
are not seriously troubled. . . .  A 
lone Jap fug itive  was picked up a 
couple of months ago on Saipan, a ft­
er having been at large fo r over a 
year. When asked where he had 
been getting w ater on the ve ry  dry 
portion of the island to which he had 
been confined, the N ip replied that 
he had gone at n ight to a large house 
In an Isolated sector, d rink ing  from  
the tap and A lling his canteen. The 
borne was that of the Am erican 
commander.

The returned con gressm en  
are w orried that low er ranking  
com m ission ed  officers are "tak­
ing the Japs to their h ea r t; .” 
C ongressm en fear that m any  
occupation officers h ave forgot­
ten that the Japs w ere our ene­
m ies only a year ago. Japs, 
the con gressm en  say . h ave not 
forgotten their dead, but som e  
of our m en have forgotten the 
A m ericans who died battling  
these sam e Japs.
One of M acA rthu r's  d ifficu lties  is 

the great shortage of Jap-Am erican 
interpreters. Result; In  Japanese 
towns w ithout any in te rp re te r re- 
ports on conditions, w ritten  by Jap 
authorities, are sent to U. S. head­
quarters as o ffic ia l reports.

Plans to re c ru it 50,000 F ilip inos 
fo r our a rm y have fa llen through 
because of lack of money. The pres­
ent goal Is 35,000, w ith  the tra in ing  
now under way.

Worst areas in the Pacific fo r 
troop m ora le  are Korea and the 
Aleutians. Korea Is the center of 
po litica l in trigue  and, because it  Is 
at the end of the supply lines, the 
food served our troops is ha rd ly  bet­
te r than field rations. In  the bare, 
treeless A leutians, the big wish r f  
U. S. troops is fo r a 12-month ro ta­
tion system. They now are sent on 
a two-year h itch w ith  scant chance 
to get back to the com parative gay- 
ety of Alaska,
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How To Relieve 
Bronchitis

Creomulston relieves prom ptly be­
cause It goes r ig h t to  the seat o f the 
trouble to  help loosen and expel 
germ laden phlegm, and aid nature 
to  soothe and heal raw, tender, In ­
flamed bronchial m u co u s  m e m ­
branes. T e ll your druggist to  sell you 
a bottle o f Creomulston w ith  the un­
derstanding you must like the way i t  
quickly allays the  cough o r you are 
to  have your money buck.

CREOMULSION
for Coughs, Chest Colds, Bronchiti«

You can relieve
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NOT A BR ID E  . . .  R ice, prob­
ably intended for severa l bridal 
show ers, went to D iana M ichal, 
21 - month - old B altim ore girl, 
through public response to an ap­
peal. R ice is needed in special 
diet for the youngster, suffering  
from a rare kidney a ilm ent.

The w artim e economy of the U. S. 
has reached a fo rk  in the road, Re­
conversion D irec to r John R. Steel­
man declared in his quarte rly  re­
port to the President and congress. 
In one d irection lies unprecedented, 
stable prosperity ; in the other, 
boom and bust.

Steelman pleaded w ith business, 
labor, agricu ltu re  and consumers to 
avert an in fla tionary spiral. He 
asked business to hold down prices; 
labor to re fra in  from  m aking un­
sound wage demands; agricu ltu re  
to continue to produce at a record 
c lip , and consumers to desist from  
spending freely.

Despite record employment of 58 
m illio n  and an annual production 
rate of 172 b illion  dollars, many key 
comm odities rem ain scarce. Steel­
man said. Accum ulation of inven­
tories at a rate of 6'/4 b illion  dol­
la rs yea rly  indicates there is some 
speculative hoarding, he added. The 
meat shortage promises to worsen 
th is w in te r and supplies of fats, 
o ils and sugars w ill rem ain tigh t fo r 
many months. Up 23 per c e rt from  
1943, clothing prices are expected 
to go up another 10 per cent by the 
end of 1946.

Farm Value Hits Billion Dollars
WASHINGTON.—Farm ers of the 

United States are operating a 100 
b illion  do lla r business, i t  is revealed 
in a report of the Bureau of A g ricu l­
tu ra l Economics.

Tota l value o f the nation ’s fa rm  
plant, including a ll assets held by 
fa rm  owners, amounted to 101.5 b il­
lion dollars on January 1, 1946, 
the bureau estimates. The va lua­
tion of net worth of agricu ltu re  
showed a gain of nearly  12 per cent 
over the estimate fo r January 1, 
1945, and about 90 per cent since 
the beginning of 1940.

The increase since January, 1945, 
was a ttribu ted  la rge ly  to p rice  In ­
creases fo r ag ricu ltu re 's  physical 
assets and accumulations o f finan­
c ia l assets, resu lting from  a large 
volume of sales. C om parative ly l i t ­
tle  o f the increase came from  im -

provements to the fa rm  establish­
ment, the report stated.

R eal E state G ains.
Of the to ta l value of the nation's 

a g ricu ltu ra l p lant at the beginning 
of th is year, fa rm  rea l estate ac­
counted fo r 56.6 b illion  dollars, com­
pared w ith  50.3 b illion  dollars on 
January 1, 1945. Other physical as­
sets made up 24.9 b illion  dollars, 
compared w ith  24.4 b illion  dollars a 
year before. F inancia l assets of 
fa rm  operators totaled more than 
20 b illion  dollars compared w ith 16.2 
b illion  do llars a year earlier.

The value of holdings of farm ers 
and other owners o f fa rm s account­
ed fo r 93.2 b illion  dollars of the 
to ta l value of the fa rm  plant. This 
compares w ith  holdings estimated 
to be w orth  81.3 b illion  dollars on 
January 1, 1945. In  addition, cred­
ito rs ’ c la im s were calculated this 
year at 8.3 b illion  dollars, a decrease

o f 700 m illion  dollars from  the year 
before.

Assets Listed.
F inanc ia l assets o f fa rm ers in 

January this year were estimated 
to include nearly  14 b illion  dollars 
in deposits and currency, compared 
w ith  11.3 b illion  do lla rs the year be­
fo re ; about 9 b illion  dollars In w ar 
bonds, up 1 b illion  dollars from  a 
year earlie r, and about 1 b illion 
do llars invested in co-operatives, 
a s ligh t increase du ring  the year.

The large increase in holdings of 
cash and governm ent bonds during 
the w ar years, the bureau said, 
probably reflected some dete rio ra ­
tion of the fa rm  plant. F a ilu re  to 
m ain ta in  fa rm s and equipm ent at 
p rew ar levels contributed about 800 
m illio n  do llars to cash holdings of 
fa rm ers in the period 1942-45, which 
w ill need to be reinvested now.

S TA LIN ’S WAR OF NERVES 
Most in te resting  fac t about Sta­

lin 's  recent w ide ly broadcast and 
w idely-ha iled-as-concilia tory state­
ments to a London newsman is the 
date. The date was September 24.

F o r on exactly the same day Sta­
lin  was te lling  the world tha t there 
was no danger of another war, he 
was sending a note to T urkey which 
sang another tune.

The note to T urkey was not made 
public u n til fou r days la te r. Thus 
Sta lin  pub lic ly  put fears to rest, 
w hile s im ultaneously w arn ing  T u r­
key that she must y ie ld  to Russia 
on the Dardanelles and tha t she 
m ust p e rm it Russian troops on 
Turk ish  soil. I t  not, the im plied 
th rea t was war.

Thus, d esp ite  S ta lin ’s attem pt 
to woo the world, his a lm s re­
m ain ex a ctly  the sam e. F u r­
therm ore, they rem ain  exactly  
the sa m e as those of the czars 
before h im . F in ally , they re­
m ain  today, with his a llies , ex ­
actly  the sa m e as with his old 
sparring partner, H itler.
For, in 1940, when Russia ano

G erm any were under a non-aggres­
sion pact, the same M olotov now 
d icke ring  in Paris went to B e rlin  to 
d icke r w ith  R ibbentrop fo r terms 
under which Russia would come into 
the w ar against England. The 
term s M olotov wanted were the D ar­
danelles, Iran , Iraq , the Balkans 
and the mouth o f the Red sea. H it­
le r w ouldn’ t g ive these term s, and 
Russia fina lly  was forced Into the 
w ar on the side of the A llies, not 
against them.

Now tha t the w ar is over, Stalin 
and M olotov are r ig h t back where 
they were in 1940—try in g  to get the 
Dardanelles and other long-range 
Russian objectives.

T h e  buyer’« aaaurance is the advents  

ing he or she reads in the newspaper. 
T h a t is the buyer's guide. I t  tells the  

prices one must expert to pay. Let the  
seller who tries to charge more beware!

Here’s One Of The Greatest

M0M1MN
YOU CAN 

BUYIONICS
If  you lack BLOOD-IRON!

r o u  ( ir is  sod  wom en who suffer so 
from  s im p le  an e m ia  th a t  y o u ’re pale  
weak, “ dragged o u t" — th is  m ay be due  
to  lack o f b lo o d -Iro n  So try  L yd ia  E 
P ln kh am 's  T A B L E T S — on e  o f th e  best 
hom e ways to b u ild  up red blood to 
get m ore s tre n g th — In  such cases P ln k ­
ham 's  T a b le ts  a re  one o f th e  greatest 
b lo o d -Iro n  ton ics  you can b u y l

Always rely on this great nib for

C H EST
lo relievo coughs — aching muscles 

RUB ON MUSTERQLf
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When Your 
Back Hurts •

C APITA L C HA FF
U ndersecretary of State Dean 

Acheson picked an ideal tim e  fo r 
his vacation, the m om ent o f the 
W allace-Byrnes feud. He was the 
happiest man in the adm in istra tion 
to have missed the fight. . . . Sighed 
M ild red  Eaton, one of Wallace's sec­
retaries, when inform ed her boss 
had resigned, "W e haven’ t got 
through unpacking from  our last 
move ye t.”  . . . Mrs. Trum an re­
fused to use a White House car 
w hile  vacation ing in  M issouri, d r iv ­
ing  her own car in Independence

And Your Strength and  
Energy la Below Par

* *  >>y disorder of Irid-
t 7 , ; U.nCtlon th?‘  P®rm‘ts poisonous 
waste to accumulate. For truly many
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When the kidneys fail to remove excess 
Wood and ° ther Wa"te matter from the

?uffeT ""W t’»«  backache, 
• Uo P *in". headache«, dlxxlneas,

P “ 1"» UP le< P“ ln". ■welling.?,°™ - o u ’  ,req,?ent «"d aeanty urina­
tion With smarting and burning Is sn-

im  in  th ,t  ■?mnthlng la wrong with 
the kidney« or bladder.the kidneys or bladder.
» .J .  • h"uld ho no doubt that prompt

mSdb,?.7 bctter to rnlX •
i .?  bn" won country wide ap-

C L I. than °.n ■on,e(hlng less favorably
K D f I ttf I I  r l , . , t  aa .  b.— . . . .  t — , • • . .

» »».,«" ’»«■«‘r than neglect
!?’ •. .Jt '■ better to rely

known. Doan a have been tried and toet-
i ’ss4mn ny ?rear"/ Aro Bt bI1 dru*  
w et D oan t  today.

Doans Pills <


