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Postwar Confusion Exists in Orient
Courteous Japs Kow-Tow 
To Victorious Americans

By BA VK H AG E
•Yem In n h ti and Commentator.

H M' Service, 1616 Eye Streel.N.W., 
Washington, D. C.

Recently, I had two experiences 
which melded.

I ran into my colleague, Kenneth
Romney J r., son ot Kenneth Rom­
ney Sr., sergeant 
a t - a r m s  o f th  
house of repre­
sentatives. Young 
Romney recently 
has taken up his 
duties in  radio 
again a fte r a be­
lated discharge 
from  the m ilita ry  
service, the la t­
te r pa rt of which 
was s p e n t w ith 
the " c lo a k  and 
d a g g e r '*  bo ys , 
th e  O f f ic e  o f 
S t r a te g ic  Serv- Uaukhage 
ices.

Casually, he told me how he land­
ed in Shanghai. He had been serv­
ing in China. Shortly a fte r V-J Day 
he was ordered, along w ith some 
hundred other Am erican officers 
and soldiers, to Shanghai. I t  was 
known there were no Chinese troops 
in  the c ity. Shanghai had been in 
Japanese hands since the beginning 
of the war. The c iv ilia n  population 
had become none too co-operative.

Hence, the Am ericans (even the 
"c loak and dagger" boys) a rrived 
in fu ll battle  dress.

T he ir plane landed, and lit t le  
brown men came fo rw ard  toward 
them. The Am ericans had the ir 
rifles at " re a d y .”  Some fired. But 
the Japs, undeterred, came for- I 
ward, bowing deeply, sm iling. I t  
was a Japanese ground force, ready 
and anxious to service the A m er­
ican planes.

La te r came Jap officers w ith  a ! 
whole fleet of limousines. The 1 
Am ericans were guests, not con- ! 
querors. The conquered enemy 
were hosts—not just the conquered. 
They offered to find accommoda­
tions and the trim m ings. A lit t le  
confusing, the Am ericans thought.
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Make This Chair,
Shelf and Cornice

but that was, a fte r a ll, the O rient—
China, another world. . . .

Now the scene shifts to Washing­
ton again. I witness the meeting 
of a husband and wife. Plenty of 
such meetings these days, s till. It  
was touching. The man had dropped 
out of the F a r Eastern skies. It 
seemed only yesterday that I had 
heard he was in a c ity  in the Neth­
erlands Indies where the Am erican 
corporation he represented had one

I of its great plants. He was the firs t 
Am erican to v is it it  since the te r r i­
tory had been won back from  the 
enemy.

But had it been won back?
When I heard his story, I won-

I dered. I t  seems that when he 
reached the gates of the Am erican- 
owned plant, he found a Japanese 
on guard. He identified him self. In 

, a few moments, a sm iling and bow­
ing Japanese officer, s till wearing 
most of his un ifo rm  and speaking 
understandable English, appeared.

They began a tour of the prop­
erty, the Jap most deferentia l but of­
fe ring  no word of explanation or 
apology fo r the fact tha t he. a late 
enemy, was in charge and not in 
ja il. In  fact, the Jap was very  lo­
quacious on the subject of the ex­
cellent work tha t he and his helpers 
had done to put the p lant back into 
repa ir and operation.

He showed m y friend the various 
places where the buildings and ma­
chinery had been damaged—evi­
dence, he pointed out, sm iling, of 
the excellent m arksm anship of the 
Am erican a ir  force. He dem­
onstrated w ith  pa rticu la r pride how 
excellently the repa ir work had 
been done, obviously expecting (and 
receiving) well-deserved praise for 
the technical s k ill the Japanese re­
pairm en had shown.

Very nice, of course.
But Am erican industry s till reaps 

no benefit from  tha t plant, and a l­
though the Japanese gain no profit 
therefrom , this Am erican property 
is s till, lite ra lly , in  the hands of the 
enemy.

Commentator Has Full Mail Bag
For one whole week, I saved all 

the things tha t came to me by m ail 
which I  hadn 't asked fo r—except 
personal letters. I  have jus t counted 
them, and there are 233 separate 
pieces in all. The to ta l num ber of 
pages I am expected to read adds 
up to nearly a thousand.

The one on top is "the  back of 
the book”  from  Omnibook. A col­
lection of amusing stories. But Om­
nibook itse lf is better s till and I be­
lieve I have every issue, begin­
ning w ith  Vol. 1, No. 1.

Next comes "News From  Swed­
en,”  a m imeographed collection of 
featur-y paragraphs from  the Am er­
ican-Swedish News Exchange. I  re ­
call when the Swedish m in is te r here 
consulted me about the founding of 
such a pub lic ity  bureau, back be­
fore we got into W orld War I.

The next is one of the UAW-CIO 
regular releases, and then the CIO 
News, a 16-page weekly, printed, I 
suppose, fo r the ir membership.

Then one of the valuable National 
Opinion Research surveys put out 
by the U n ivers ity  of Denver. This 
one is a poll of Am erican opinion 
on the Germans and Japs and how 
we th ink they got that way.

M ore Business Weeks, and "P ro ­
gram  In fo rm a tion ”  from  m y own 
Am erican Broadcasting company. A 
p rin ted  le tte r from  the P ayro ll 
Guarantee association w ith an en­
closure on “ c iv ilized  cats, m ice and 
cheese.”  The Am erican Feed M an­
ufacturers ’ association handout say­
ing  the feed shortage is over.

General Motors sends me the 
n in th  in a series of production re ­
ports. (What could have happened 
to the other eight?)

The release from  the National 
P lanning association announces that 
Leon Henderson and the offic ia l 
o f a big corporation have been add­
ed to the ir board of trustees—and 
i f  you want to know about the dis­
tr ibu tion  of fats and oils by the de­
partm ent of agricu lture , you can 
have m y copy of the second in te rim  
report from  the Committee on Small 
Business pursuant to H. Res. 64.

O r M a y b e  Y o u ’d
P re fe r  R a il Load ings

Maybe you’d ra ther have fre igh t 
loadings of the week from  the As­
sociation of Am erican Railways, or 
perhaps you want to bid on the pu r­
chase of 15 or fewer Landing Ship 
Tank (LST) type vessels? O r per­
haps you'd p re fer some all-wool 
Am erican flags, o r a BK steel barge 
fo r d ry  or liqu id  cargo? No? Well, 
no harm  in m aking the offer.

Next exh ib it is "News From  
France”  from  the French In fo rm a­
tion service. I ’ l l  adm it I  asked for 
that, along w ith the a ttrac tive  mag­
azine, "L a  Republique Française.”

Here's the state departm ent’s 
weekly bu lle tin  which is P a rt Three 
of that in te resting  series on the 
present status of German youth. I 
was planning to w rite  an a rtic le  on 
that subject m yself, but they te ll 
me the magazines are overbought 
on Germany. Won’ t buy another 
thing.

Just two pages of m imeographed 
m ate ria l from  the "F riends  of F inn ­
ish Dem ocracy.”  Cruel irony here. 
Remember when i t  was "b rave  l i t ­
tle  F in land ” ? Remember when 
F innish M in is te r Procope couldn’ t 
go anywhere w ithout being applaud­
ed? F in land paid her w ar debts! 
She even managed not to duck a ft­
er the w ar! Well, F in land ’s friends 
are protesting now over the repara­
tions demanded by Russia . . . heav­
ie r in proportion to population, 
they say, than are any other na­
tion ’ s. To pay the reparations b ill, 
the statement cla im s, every man in 
F in land would have to work eight 
hours a day fo r seven years.

Here’s a speech by Senator Taft 
from  his office, “ not p rin ted at gov­
ernment expense.”  Stuck together 
is a news-print pam phlet called th^ 
"P o ll Tax R epealer," and that blast 
from  the Republican national com­
m ittee on the P resident’s budget 
message. A ve ry  neat lit t le  book­
let (additional copies w ill be fu r ­
nished) by Standard O il o f New Je r­
sey, entitled "Steps to S ecurity .”

Now a tissue carbon labeled "M id ­
n ight C ry”  w ith  a series of B ib lica l 
texts shrieking doom. Seven fa ­
m ilia r  b righ t ye llow  pages from  the 
National H ighway Users associa­
tion, which is one of the real, hard­
working pub lic ity  bureaus.

Now we come to an a ttrac tive  12- 
page tabloid newspaper, “ The P ro­
gressive and L aF o lle tte ’s Maga­
zine.”  I am glad to note it  is s till 
progressive, regardless of the 
changes in the LaF o lle tte  activ ities 
and procliv ities. The firs t page has 
a nice cartoon of a garbage can 
labeled “ W ar contract scandals.”  
Looks interesting, but W AIT A 
M INU TE. I  th ink  they want me to 
PAY fo r it. Here’s a re tu rn  card 
saying “ 25 weeks’ subscription, $1.”  
Oh dear! I t  m ust have gotten 
in to the wrong pile. I ’m not going 
to look any fu rthe r. I  m igh t find 
more of that kind.

lA K E  ME ALONG, PLEASE . , . While I.eo Peters of New Hyde 
Park, N. Y „  cheeks the motor of his 1911 Ford for the motorcade of 
ancient automobiles to Detroit in revival of the Glldden tours, a nosey 
horse takes a gander at what's going on. Dobbin probably has some 
interesting thoughts about the gas buggy that squeeied him out of 
things.

NEWS REVIEW

Two U.S. Notes Presage 
Firm Stand in New Rifts

RUSSIA'S BIG MISTAKE
WASHINGTON. If the Soviet 

government had deliberate ly set out 
to m a k e  o u s t. ik e s  it couldn't llSVt 
made more than it has piled up hi 
the past year In the one year that 

I has passed since V J  Day, Russia 
has won the i l l  w ill of her neigh­
boring countries in Europe, has lost 
v ir tu a lly  a ll her friends In the 
United States and has turned most 
o f the world against her, -

In considering our present 
strained relations w ith Russia, this 

! is all im portant It indicates ttiat 
tim e  is running on our side, that 

1 Russia's own policies are p laying 
i in to our hands, and that war cun 
be avoided.

One year ago Soviet Russia was 
considered the great savior of the 
world. In Europe, the Russians 
were given cred it, fa r more than 
the United States, fo r liberating the 
occupied countries. were even 
hailed by some as the pioneers of 
a new world order. In the U. S., 
most Americans had a genuine ad­
m ira tion  fo r the heroism of the 

people ii nd looked for- 
a period of friendly co-
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U H M  MINI 
« N i l  COP HOOKA

IT  IS  a co m b in a tio n  o f th in g s  th a t 
ha rm o n ize  th a t m ake  u hom e 

cozy and a ttra c t iv e . T h is  c o rn e r 
o f a room  th a t was fu rn ish e d  w ith  
nex t to  no th ing  proves th a t.

The chair frame wa« made from odds 
nd ends of lumbei no piece longer than 

fret The shelf and m alehlng cor­
nice also were made of scrap lumber. 
Die curtulna and chair cushion are of un 
inexpensive eoltun pilot

P*207 'Hie cur-Tills chair Is made with 
_nd the scallops with No. 
tain Idea Is from the booklet Make Your 
Own Curtains Booklet and pattern» are 
15 cents each postpaid Please mall re­
quests for IxHiklrt and pallertis direct 
to:

F O R E IG N  A F F A I R S :
V. S. S f f iy s  Toufîh  

If  the Russians sought to test 
Am erican tem per on the ir aggres­
sive postwar d ip lom acy, they re­
ceived ample ind ication that this 
country would stand fast on a s tiff­
ening of its  princip les.

Even as the state departm ent pep-

Black sea w ith the M editerranean 
w ith a show of m ilita ry  strength in 
the surrounding te rr ito ry , the U. S. 
warned Moscow that an assault 
upon Turkish soil would be consid­
ered a threat to w orld peace.

While re jecting Russia's proposal 
for jo in t control of the v ita l w a te r­
way w ith Turkey, the U. S. ind ica t­
ed its w illingness to partic ipa te  in

MHS Iti Til WYETH SPEAKS 
Hrdford lllllt. N. Y Hrawer 10

Palleroa and Hnnklet are 15 cents 
each.
N a me , —  — ... —  ■- —  
Addreos . . ■ ■ ■

pered Russia and its satellites w ith ! a conference to revise existing reg- 
strong notes, four U S. cruisers, a c tions  and expressed agreement 
six destroyers and the giant a irc ra ft w ith  the Soviet on these points:
c a rr ie r F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt hov­
ered in the M editerranean, jo in ing  ' 
the B ritish  fleet in an im p ress iv t , 
show of strength.

Y u goslavia—Strongest U. S. ac- ! 
tion was taken against T ito ’s Com­
m unist-dom inated Yugoslav govern­
ment fo r shooting down two unpro­
tected Am erican transport planes 
which strayed off the ir course while 
en route from  A ustria  to Ita ly .

Lashing Belgrade fo r shooting at 
the defenseless planes of a fr iend ly  
nation, the U. S. demanded release 
of fliers of the stricken c ra ft w ith in  
48 hours or threatened re fe rra l of 
the case to the United Nations 
w ith  Yugoslavia charged w ith ag­
gressive acts. R id icu ling  Belgrade’s 
reference to the incidents as "u n ­
happy accidents,”  the U. S. stated 
the attacks were deliberate.

Convinced tha t the U. S. wasn’t 
fooling. T ito  ordered release of the 
fliers and hastened to te ll Am erican 
newsmen that he had commanded 
his armed forces to desist from  fu r­
the r attacks on planes.

D ardanelles— W ith the Rus­
sians backing up th e ir demand on 

j Turkey fo r jo in t contro l of the Dar- 
' danelles stra its  connecting the

ANOTHER SOLUTION . . . Head- 
room in a section of one ot the 
bombers offered fo r sale by arm y 
a ir  forces at Chanute F ie ld , III., 
fo r use of home-seekers is dem­
onstrated by a g ir l employee.

CONGRESSIONAL PENSIONS
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\ A General Quiz

?
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T h e  Q uestions

1. Merchant ships of ail coun­
tries should be allowed to use 
the straits.

2. Warships of the Black sea 
powers should always be al­
lowed passage through the 
straits.

3. Special permission should 
be needed for passage of the 
warships of other powers 
through the straits.

P o la n d — Charging irregu la rities  
in counting ballots, censorship re ­
stric tions and persecution of non- 
Communists, the U. S note to War 
saw accused the Russian-dom inat­
ed governm ent of v io lation o f its 
com m itm ents to hold free and un­
fettered elections.

To achieve such elections, the U.
• S. said, fu llest freedom must be giv- 
I en to such parties as the Polish 

Workers, Peasants, Labor and So­
cialists. Further, representatives of 
those parties m ust be granted p<  ̂
sitions on e lectora l commissions; 
local results m ust be announced, 
and adequate appeal provided for 
election disputes.

MOBILIZATION:
Plan Ahead

W arning that the U. S. w ill have 
i lit t le  tim e  fo r preparation before 
j the next war, a rm y and navy m em ­

bers of the services’ industria l col­
lege issued a 37-page report ou tlin ­
ing tenta tive plans fo r economic 
m ob iliza tion in event of hostilities.

E laborate groundwork fo r M-Day 
would be la id  during  peacetime 
under the plan. Headed by the 
President, a national security coun­
c il would fo rm ula te  d ip lom atic  and 
m ilita ry  po licy; a resources board 
would develop policies fo r contro l­
ling  w a rtim e  economy; a centra l re­
search agency would co-ordinate 
scientific work, and a c iv ilian  plans 
board would fit together the a c tiv i­
ties o f the various groups.

In  addition, a national intelligence 
au tho rity  would furn ish planners 
w ith necessary in fo rm ation ; a fo r­
eign resources board would evalu­
ate the requirem ents of countries 
a id ing our economy, and a public 
re lations agency would keep the 
public in form ed on m obilization 
plans.

Complem enting the services’ 
work, Donald M. Nelson, fo rm er 
w ar production chief, w ill undertake 
a c iv ilia n  study of economic mo­
b iliza tion  at the request of Presi« 
dent Trum an.

Careers End but Not U. S. Pay
WASHINGTON. -  Although the ir 

careers as lawm akers on Capitol 
H ill are over, m dky of the con­
gressmen who w on 't re tu rn  in Janu­
a ry  can rem ain on federal payrolls 
by qua lify ing  tor pensions.

A t least 57 congressmen have end­
ed the ir service, 36 of them q u it­
ting  vo lun ta rily  and 21 having been 
defeated in th e ir campaigns fo r re- 
election.

Beginning next year, congressmen 
who have served long enough and 
pay the m in im um  assessment w ill 
s ta rt draw ing re tirem en t pay as do 
other fo rm er federal employees. I t  
w ill range from  $1,500 to upwards 
of $7,500 a year.

R e tiring  congressmen who have 
reached the age of 62 and have met

the other qualifications can start 
getting the checks w ith  the s ta rt of 
1947. Younger men m ust w a it un­
t i l  they are 62.

Pension provisions of the new 
congressional reorganization law  
show that some o f the national fig. 
ures who have gone down to defeat 
in th is year's p rim aries  can have 
old age security i f  they meet re ­
quirements.

B rie fly , these requirem ents are 
tha t they have served six years 
and that they deposit w ith  the re ­
tirem ent fund a m in im um  back pay­
ment of $2,674 to cover the last five 
years. I f  they wish to make la rger 
back payments, they can obtain 
pensions up to three-fourths of 
the ir to ta l average pay w hile  in 
congress.

Under new law, 71-year-old Repre­
sentative Hatton W. Sumners (Dem., 
Tex.), chairm an o f the Hous; 
ju d ic ia ry  com m ittee, who is re t ir ­
ing a fte r 17 terms, appears e lig ib le  
fo r the largest pension i f  he wants 
it.

By paying in $2.674, Sumners can 
receive approxim ate ly  $6,300 year­
ly. I f  he ups the ante on back pay­
ments, he can increase that amount 
only s ligh tly , because congressmen 
received only $7,500 yearly  pay du r­
ing a large pa rt o f his tenure.

W ith a s im ila r $2,674 payment, 
Sen. Burton K. Wheeler, defeated 
fo r D em ocratic renom ination in  the 
Montana p rim a ry , can draw  about 
$4,900 yea rly . A like  amount is 
available fo r Sen. H enrik  Shipstead 
(Rep., M inn .), also defeated.

Russian 
ward to 
operation.

Today that good w ill has vanished.
In a ll o f Russia's satellites, w ith 
the possible exception of F inland 
and Czechoslovakia, the Soviet is 
extrem ely unpopular, even hated.
Romania and B ulgaria would bolt 
Russia in a m inute were it not fo r 
the Red arm y Hungary and Aus­
tr ia , which Russia hoped to win
over, voted overw helm ingly against | ---------
the Soviet. In France the strong 1. W hat causes a m ira g e ?
Com m unist upsurge now has h it 2. Who was the f irs t v ice  p res l-
the downgrade. Even in Yugoslavia, ' dent to becom e p res iden t upon 
where T ito  is supposed to be s u -ith e  dea th  o f the p resident?  
preme, the Russians are not popu- j 3. W hat dues i t  cost to  m ake  
i n L  $ i b ill?

Most in teresting fact is that the J 4. The B a ttle  o f N ew  O rleans, 
countries nearest the Russians the m ost dec is ive  b a tt le  o f the 
usually d is like  them most. Thus in W ar o f 1812, was fo u g h t how long
more d istant France, there is more 
pre-Soviet sentiment than in the ad­
jacent Balkans.

F ina lly , in (Jje A m erican-B ritish  
zones of Germany, Germans are 
fearfu l lest the western allies even­
tua lly  evacuate and Russia walks in

• • •
U. 8. STOCK GOES UP

Thus the world has turned against

a fte r  peace was dec la red?
5. The so-ca lled  fo u r e lem en ts— 

fire , w a te r, e a rth  and a i r —are  not 
e lem ents . W hat a re  they?

6. How m a n y  feet below  sea 
leve l is the Dead sea o f P a lestine?

T h e  A n sw ers

1. R efraction  of ligh t rays pass-
an aggressor nation. Thus also, the | |r lj» th ro u g h  v a ry in g  la ye rs  o f at- 
world has turned toward a nation m ospherc.

2. John T y le r , ten th  p res iden t
3. T h re e -q u a rte rs  of a cen t.
4. F ifte e n  days.
5. C om pounds.
6. The Dead sea is 1,290 feet be­

low  sea leve l.

which has no selfish axes to grind 
and which is attem pting to co-oper­
ate w ith the rest of the world.

This is what Secretary of State 
Byrnes has sincerely tr ied  to do at 
P aris ; and as fa r as this observe 
could ascertain, his patient, fa ir  
minded policy is paying dividends 
P art of the wodd, once ready to 

veeredsing Russia’s praises, has 
toward the United States.

Therefore, the No. 1 point of 
Am erican po licy should be to 
work things out w ith in  the fam ily  
of nations; to put Palestine and 
other controversial problems under 
the United Nations; not to le t the 
B ritish  drag us in to separate a lii 
ances. This is our greatest danger 
I f  we become the ta il o f the 
B ritish  kite , we can be euchred into 
w ar w ith Russia — exactly where 
the B ritish  foreign office im peria l 
ists want us. But as long as the 
sm alle r independent nations of the 
world are convinced of our unsel­
fish motives, as long as we re 
m ain aloof from  both sides, our 
strength as a world leader is secure 

•  •  •
TENSION INCREASES

However, th is alone m ay not head 
off war w ith  Russia. As this is 
w ritten , censored d ip lom atic  dis­
patches from  the F a r East report 
three days of rifle  sk irm ish ing  be 
tween Am erican and Russian troops 
along the Korean border. This is 
thé firs t tim e U. S.-USSR troops 
have de libera te ly  fired at each 
other. Another censored dispatch 
from  London reports the B ritish  
general staff meeting da ily  to plan 
stra tegy fo r defending the B ritish  
life line  in the Near East.

In other words, certa in  be lliger 
ent elements in Russia are quite 
w illin g  to risk  w ar now; and cer­
ta in elements in England believe 
a showdown is better now than 
la ter. In a charged atmosphere like  
this, one spark can cause tragedy.

However, th is observer’ s experi­
ence in watching foreign a ffa irs  con­
vinces h im  that seldom does any 
nation provoke an incident i f  it 
knows tha t incident means w ar; thus 
the best way to prevent w ar is to 
le t a prospective be lligerent know 
he w ill get i t  in the neck i f  he 
sticks his neck out.

In  other words, i f  Russia knows 
ca tegorica lly  and defin ite ly that she 
w ill be at w ar w ith  us i f  she be­
comes an aggressor against the 
United Nations, then the chances 
are 100 to 1 Russia w ill risk no war.

•  •  •
COULD HAVE STOPPED HITLER

To illu s tra te : I f  Adolf H it le r had 
known he would have been at war 
w ith France arid England when he 
sent his troops Into the R uhr and 
Rhineland he never would have 
given them m arch ing orders. As it 
was, fearing  war, he gave them two 
sets of orders, one to advance and 
the second to re trea t i f  the French 
resisted. Likew ise, H it le r never 
would have sent his troops into Aus­
tr ia  i f  he hadn’t  known the A llies 
were unprepared. He was r ig h t as 
la ter events proved.

ÖS-
O'Sullivan SOLES as well as 

Heels next time you have your 

shoes repaired.

THiy PUT SPRING 
&  INTO youR 

STEP!'

A M E R IC A ’S 
‘ No. 1 HEEL

• « • • a n d  s o le

BUIl&UPRfOBlOOP
TO GET MORE

STRENGTH
If your blood LACKS IRON!

You stria and women who suiter so from 
simple anemia that you’re pale, weak 
"dragged out”—this may bo due to lack 
2,f?*?®2r*ron 80 try Ly(,»‘ E Plnkham's 
TABLETS—oho of tho best home ways 
to build up red blood—in such cases 
Plnkham's Tablets are one of tho great­
est blood-iron tonics you can buyl At 
all drugstores. Worth trylngl

W N U — 13 36— 4(

That Na^inç» 
Backache

M ay W arn o f Disordered  
K idney Action

Modern life with Its hurry snd worry. 
Irregular habits, improper eating and 
drinking—its risk of exposure and infec­
tion-throws heavy strain on the work 
of the kidneys. They are apt to become 
over-taxed and fail to filter excess acid 
and other impurities from the life-giving 
blood*

You may suffer nagging backache, 
headache, dizziness, getting up nights, 
leg pains, swelling—feel constantly 
tired, nervous, all worn out. Other signs 
of kidney or bladder disorder aro some­
times burning, scanty or too frequent 
urination.

Try Doan'» Pill». Doan'» help ths 
kidneys to pass off harmful exresa body 
waste. They have had more than half a 
century of public approval. Are recom­
mended by grateful users everywhere, 
A»k your neighbor! \

Doan spills


