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geant said, taking the copies.

The Lieutenant said: **That Mar-
vin trimmed me down once for
something I didn't do. I never have
liked him. I don't know this Major,
but I think it would be a shame if
he caught a trimming just for this.”

“Yes, sir,” the Technical Sergeant
said. Then he frowned and added:
‘“You aren't going to get me
trouble, are you, sir, like when that

letter to Colonel Norris from the |

P.R.O. got ‘lost’?"

“No, don't worry,” the Lieuten-
ant said.
But the Technical Sergeant did |

worry for several days, until he got
up the courage to ask the Lieuten-
ant: *“‘Sir,

Marvin? You didn't
did you? Colonel

for General
throw it away,

Norris is liable to ask me about it.”” | =

“lI wish I had thrown it away,”
Lieutenant Butters said. *I didn't
have the guts. I put it in the cou-
rier pouch for Algiers. You know

how much stuff we've been losing on

that run. I thought maybe—""

The Technical Sergeant, relieved
of his worry, smiled and said: “It

in |

what did you ever do |
about that Information copy I made | 4

might get lost accidentally on pur- |

pose?"’

Mayor Nasta had just come out |

from his daily repentance before |

Sergeant Borth. He walked across |

the way to the broad sidewalk in
front of the Palazzo. Every day

knots of people gathered on that | [}

sidewalk, some just to pass the time |

of day, some to air their perennial
complaints, some to get in touch
with the town's mean little lawyers,
whose office was that sidewalk.

Mayor Nasta walked up to one
such knot. There were about ten
people, and he found that they were
discussing the war.

He waited for his chance, and
said: I got some news from the in-
terior yesterday afternoon.”

Mercurio Salvatore the crier was |
suasive man.

so far gone in boldness that he said:
“We have no desire for news from
the one who is no longer Mayor."

Mayor Nasta remembered the
time when he would have put the
crier in jail for a whole year for
saying something like that, but now
he said: *““This news came from the
son of your friend Afronti, the noisy
cartman. The boy deserted on the
first day of the invasion and he is
now here. Perhaps you know him.
He is an honest boy.”

The Mayor's poison was begin-
ning to take hold. “If that is the
case,” said the lazy Fatta, who
was to be found on this stretch of
sidewalk every morning, *‘if that is
the case, what did he say that was
so interesting?"’

‘‘He said that our friends the Ger-
mans are mounting a counter-
attack."

““There is nothing new in that,”
said Father Pensovecchio. ‘‘They
have counterattacked before. They
counterattacked near Vicinamare
and it did them no good. They
were thrown back. They will be
thrown back again.”

“Not this time,” said Mayor Nas-
ta. ‘“‘This time they will employ
five fresh divisions. They have the
crack 29th Panzers and the Pilsener
Division. These are good troops.
This time they will not be thrown
back. They intend to push the Amer-
icans into the sea.”

The lazy Fatta, who had no sense
about the news, said: “When will
this attack come? I think I-will go
to the hills.”

Mayor Nasta looked very impor-
tant, as he used to in the old days.
*I should not tell you this,"” he said,
*but the attack will begin on the
morning of the twenty-third, at four
o'clock in the morning. You can
expect the Americans to be pushed
into the sea between the twenty-
fifth and the twenty-eighth."

The impressionable ones were be-
ginning to believe him. Laura So-
fia, the unmarried one, who stood
about on this sidewalk in the beliet
that she might catch a husband that
way, said: "“The twenty-third, that is
next Wednesday."

But Mercurio Salvatore, who had
been treated well by the Americans,
refused to believe that they were
leaving. *I do not believe it,”” he
said. ‘‘The Americans will stop the
attack.” Even the crier was now
willing to believe that there was

|
|
|
| Do anger in her voice, it was nearly
drained of conviction.
1 This man Nasta was a very per-
| suasive man. He had persuaded
himself into office, and he had per-
suaded the people into fear of him,
and now it was easy for him to per-
suade them to mistrust the Ameri-
| cans.

Mayor Nasta said: *““The son of
Afronti told me that in the interior

This man Nasta was a very per-

the Americans behaved themselves
very badly. They were generous to
us along the coast because they had
to have a beachhead, but in the in-
terior they have been different. Ne-
gro troops have raped seven Italian

, girls. There has been much looting.”

The lazy Fatta said: *‘I hear that
the Americans looted the beautiful
house of Quattrocchi right here in
Adano. They did much damage."

Mayor Nasta said: “Yes, that is
true, I talked with Quattrocchi yes-
terday."

The formidable Margherita said:
“What happened?’” This was some-
thing close to home, and she con-
sidered anything that happened in
Adano more or less her personal
property, to use as gossip.

Mayor Nasta said: ““The Ameri-
can vandals destroyed four hundred
and seventy thousand lira worth of
stuff in Quattrocchi’'s house. Heir-
looms, paintings, sculpture, glass-
ware. They said that Italian art is
degenerate; they did all this be-
cause they wish to impose American
ideas of art on Italy. That is what
Quattrocchi told me the American
Major had told him."

Mercurio Salvatore, the ecrier,
said: *“That I will not believe. The
Mister Major is our friend.” The
crier was annoyed enough to say
this in very nearly his crying voice.
He spoke loudly enough to be heard
inside the Palazzo.

“Quiet,”” Mayor Nasta said. “‘He
will hear you and punish you.”

“Why should he punish me?"”
Mercurio cried. *“I am defending
him.””

““He is unpredictable,”” Mayor

Nasta whispered. “You will see, I
must be going now,” he said, bow-
ing to the circle, as if the fact that
it was beginning to grow embagr-
rassed him. “Good day,"” he said,
‘‘do not forget the twenty-third.”

Each day when he came out from
his repentance before Sergeant
Borth, Mayor Nasta would go aeross
to the sidewalk in front of the Palaz-
zo, and he would approach a differ-
ent group, and he would tell them
pretty much the same thing.

Sergeant Borth allowed this to go
on for several days, because Ser-
geant Borth was a careful worker,

|

He waited until he was sure of all
his facts. He had his informers trap
Mayor Nasta into new exaggera-

Major could make time if he want-
ed to.”

“Cut it out,”” the Major said.

“That's what they tell me,” Borth
said. “They say these particular
girls don't smell of fish, but their
old man knows a good fish when he
sees it.”

“Cut the kidding," the Major said,
and that echo was in his voice. He
changed the subject quickly. “When
are you going to arrest Nasta?"

“In the morning, when he comes
in for his daily worship."

“Okay,"” the Major said. ‘“Let's
keep him in the prisoners of war
cage for a few days, and not send

him to Africa till we've questioned |
I'm sort of glad to have |

him a bit,
him put away."

The next morning Mayor Nasta

was somewhat surprised to see, be- |

sides Sergeant Borth in his office,
two other men wearing brassards

marked M.P. He said, as suavely
as ever: ‘‘Good morning, Mister
Sergeant.”

“And what crime would Mayor
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Nasta like to repent this morning?* |

Borth asked.
“Is it not the Mister Sergeant's

turn to pick a erime?” the Mayurl

asked.

““Perhaps it is, perhaps it is. Well,
let's see. This morning I think May-
or Nasta will repent the crime of
not having made good use of his
freedom. He will repent the crime
of having talked against the Ameri-
cans.”

Mayor Nasta turned pale. Borth
stood up.

‘He will repent the crime of hav-
ing invented false rumors, of hav-
ing told the gullible people here in
Adano that the Germans were plan-
ning a counterattack for next
week."”

Mayor Nasta turned his head and
looked at the door. Borth motioned
to the M.P.'s to step into it, and
they did.

““He will also repent having said
slanderous and false things about
Major Joppolo. Also he will be
very sorry that he lied about the son
of the cartman Afronti.”

Mayor Nasta was white as a
sheet. ‘“Lies! They are lies!" he
said.

Borth said: *Mayor Nasta is ex-
citable this morning. And he had
grown so calm about his repent-
ances. Why is he excitable this
morning?**

Mayor Nasta was excitable be-
cause he knew he was caught.
‘Lies,”” he shouted. “My enemies
have been lying against me.”

Borth said: *'Is this a lie? Is it a
lie that you said yesterday morning,
before fifteen people on the side-
walk in front of the Palazzo: ‘The
Americans are such cowards that
they had to be pushed from their
transports into landing barges when
they came here’? Is it a lie that you
said ."" And Sergeant Borth
repeated word for word ten sen-
tences that Nasta had said, as in-
formers reported them. Sergeant
Borth had a very good memory, and
he enjoyed deflating this man, and
he made-a very terrifying show of it
for Mayor Nasta.

Then Borth said to the two M.P.'s
in English: "“Take him away, boys.
He's getting noisy."

The M.P.’s took Nasta by both
arms. Borth said: “I'm going to
miss your daily visits, Mayor Nas-
ta. I hope you will come to see
me when you get out, I mean if
you get out."

Mayor Nasta said
“You will be rorry.”

The M.P.'s took Nasta away to
the prisoner of war cage.

Mayor Nasta did not make a very
good start in the cage. The Ameri-
cans had a forty-year-old, Italian-
speaking Top Sergeant in charge of
the guard. The first time Mayor
Nasta saw the Top Sergeant walk-
ing in the enclosure, he rushed up
to him and said: *““This is a mis-
take. I should not have been im-
prisoned. It was all a mistake.”

*Is that so?” the Top Sergeant

stubbornly:

said in a slow, Brooklynese Italian, |

“You are another mistake? We have
several mistakes here. All mistakes
here must clean the latrine,
are our newest mistake, so you will
have the privilege of cleaning the
latrine this week."”

(TO BE CONTINUED)
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AT LAST — you can buy all the
iresh, dated “Eveready” flashlight
batteries you need! Your dealer
has them now, in the size that fits
your flashlight.

Naturally, they're still on the
job with the Armed Forces and
essential war industries—but
there are plenty for civilian use,
as well,

So be sure and ask for fresh,
dated “Eveready” flashlight bat-
teries. The famous date-line proves
that you get a fresh, full-power
battery every time. .. your very
| Dbest assurance of dependable
service and long battery life,

The word “Evercady” is a re gistes

girl's wardrobe is the |

’ _.......................................

Everyboay Loves Them.!
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“The Grains Are Groat Foods” — Mo/ Hithyy

Kellogg's Corn Flakes bring you nearly all
the protective food elements of the whole
grain declared ess=ntial to human nutrition,

“I's a little gift for the Sergeant. |
thought he'd get a big kick out of jt"*
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REAL ESTATE-HOUSES

LARGE ¢STORY RESIDENCE on 180-foot

quare block near high school; fine view
verlooking Columbla river; eclty water
ights, frult trees, garden and shrubbery
chicken house and garage. Price reason

ble, Owner, MISS EMMA ANDERSON,

Bex 674, Ralnler, Oregon,

RABBITS & SKINS
-6 Lbs | Want 1
bt poultry viul Wl meats,
paying gowd prices Ruby & Co., 935
8. W. Front, Portland, Oregon
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ofit plen working sl
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thor Write Mr, Galer, I. ¥. Laucks,

Inc.,, 911 Western Ave, Seattle 4,
n.

A you Interested In learning the

dalry business? Inside job now

apen Steady employment Car
around. See Mr, Bolce or Mr. Bloom,
Carnation Co., 400 - 5th Ave. N,

Beattle, Wash. Ilef reqg

wright Orr
utoff man, at top

rn MILL
Hearer, and )

Y|

WK cnle iN-hour week "teady
full time work Write Jamieson &k
Costello, Myrtle Point, Ore., Box
146, or phone T1 J
1 ET YOLT ol War jorls now your
chand O KEel an o« ential W In an
tab hed Industry exparion s

necs Ary A ref ra Write
Mr. Galer at I. T'. Laucks, Inc., 911
Western Avenue, Seattle 4, Wn.

‘HERS urgently needed for high
chool and grade work for 1945-46
school term Wanhington Teachers
Agency, 3141 Arcade Bldg., Beattle,
Wash.
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MACHINISTS JOURNEYMEN AND
TURRET OPERATOR® - DAY AND
SWING SHIFT - FPACTORY MOTOR
CAR CO. - N. W, l4th & Everett,
Portland, Oregon.

ward, one general,

month room, board &
T. B. Pavillon, Troutdale,
Tel. Gresham 5235,

TWi)
$80
Inmundry
Oregon.

MAIDS,

00 per

per
T.
Tel.

I'wo nl nurses $1256.00
month room, board, & Iaundry
B. Pavilion, Troutdale, Oregon,
Gresham 5235,

pract i

$556.00
Inundry

Oregon.

and on orderly
el room, board &
1:. B. Pavillon, Troutdale,
Tel. Gresham 53235.

janitor,
maonth

Agency, 1408
Ola Nat'l Bank Bldg. Free regls
tratlon. All vacancles sent by school

of flcinls Spokane, Washington.

D Dresses - Lingerie
good money, part
1261, Portland,

TO SELL—C &
& Hose, Bet Free,
or full Box

Oregon.
FOR SALE

time,

416 A,

best irrigated farm lands of
free water right About 5H000 @,
priv grazing ground incl, 2000 a.
several m, ft. of merchantable tim-
ber Sawmill now starting with
contract of $2.60 stumpage, running
walter In every 80 a. of farm. Good
creeks and springs on every 100 a.
Erazing ground, Taylor grazing per-
mits for 280 head eattle, 1000 or
more Hereford stock cattle for sale

3 farms with elec. in all, 2 are
modern Includes all farm mach-
Inery, hay bucks, mowers, rakes,
tractors, wagons, work horses, sad-
dle horses, ete. On paved hwy, 1
to 2 mi. from town. Good schools,
churches. May be bought as a unit.
A perfect cattle metup in best valley
in Ore, This property has been
bringing In from $50,000 to $60,000
In cash the past geveral yra, Priced
right with terms. Due to {1l health
must wsell. Owner, Oscar Burnside,
Baker Co., Richland, Ore.

LARGE stock new and used auto
parts.  OCoast Auto Wrecking, 2120
Pacifie Ave., Tacoma, Washington.

FOR BSBALE—Battery and electrical
service business, fixtures, squipment
and stock, complete; everything, ex-
cept hand tools, to step In and carry
on with a splendid business: has
catalogues, manuals and contracts
on 12 leading lines, Is operated by
owner and one helper, Owner sgell-
ing on account {11 health in family.
Price $8000, half ecash_ and bal.
terms, Loeation, Pasco, Wash,
Write P. 0. Box 607, Pasco, Wash.

ON ACCOUNT of illness will sell my
second-hand yard, seven miles out
of Kennewick, near Richland Y,
close to Du Pont and Umatilla Dam
and River ralsing projects. Take
trade_and balance cash. H. J. Tip-
ton, Route 2, Kennewick, Wash.

RUMLEY combine, 165)-t. cut. Cheney
reel, Calking shoe, stiff hitch; has
been kept inside; could be put in
snod nhg)r- with very little repair.
. K. ordby, Waterville, ash.
Price $300.00,

FOR SALE—River bottom farm near-
ly 35 ncres, two-thirds cleared and
In erops, House and ecabin out-
5’1‘:’3‘3.’““"’1 Stocked g;d equlppaf'!-

cash, M. B Forks,
Washington. iy

HOTEL, twenty-room, for sale, com-
pletely furnished; eclear title; llve
Montana city on Alaska Highwaye
Sure postwar moneymaker, Box 565,
Shelby, Montana.

850 A. FARM, grain, alfalfa, stock,
equipment, bulldings, water, good
soil, fenced, 10 mi. west of Dufur,
$3500 will  handle. Balance good

lerms. Write Mrs, V. B. Gibson, Rt.
1, Dufur, Or.

FOR SALE—Small, well-equipped and
8tocked Garage doing good business
in  prosperous community, Also
rooming house with four lots, all
on highway, Both located In Lyons,
Uregon.  Contact owner, Ivan @.
Day, at 2325 Chester St., Eureka,
California.




