- “For What Should We Apologize?”

Speech delivered by Mark Etheridge, publishe r of the Courier-Journal and The Louisville, (Ky) Times before Oklahoma Democratic State .
Convention May 15th, 1944

i al "1 the individyals who received benefits they could Today, the gross cash farm income, because of all this restored land, all this created wealth, all
le(’rdl By A(udent ()nly not otherwise have received because cred tr.ourcu b: war, is almost twong billiors or four times these rescued souls of a despairing people to show

The plain truth is that only twice in the entire wer alysed by fear? more than in the darkest oover days, but again, 1 for it We. heor piiysion’ resounint
history of the Republican party has the liberal @ paralysed by fear PE but an

shall not take war figures. sourcessources and spiritual resources to put unto
element prevailed, In both instances presidents re- We Fought the Slums

H A A irely B “r Df teh asset column and dwarf the liability.
presenting that wing came to Power entire Y
accident. Abraham 1incoln represented polrtiul Are we not proud that through bousing projects e Made Wall Street Honest

reform and the expression of human rights. He all over this country, we have taken people gut of  Did we do any injustice to the Truth-in-Securi- The FOI’@igll POIiCY That Saved
was elected because the Democratic party was the squalor and filth of rat-infested slums and ties law, under which the honest broker is given

hopelessiy split. Theodore Roosevelt represented 9given them a chance to bredthe good alf Bnd a virtual cortificate that his stocks and bonds are Our Necks

political reform and the re-assertion of human their children a chance to be something better honest and the crooked broker is driven out of

rights over the property rights and exploitation than gutter rats? business with the crooked_promotor? Do we have I have one final question of Democrats: Have
of the robber barons. He came to power through . S any apology for the holding company laws? for we anyvthing to apologize for in our foreign policy?
the assassination of McKinley and through the We blectrlfwd the Farms utilities regulations? For out attack upon mono-  Are we ashamed that. long before we knew we

fortuitous circumstances that he was made vice- Are we ashamed that through the stimulus we polies and cartels that have as their purpose goug- ghould need their friendship tha republics on this

ﬂr“ld.m because Boss Pratt wanted him out of bave given to REA twice as many farms have '9 the consumer? . hemisphere, abandoned impsriniism and dollar ci-

ew York state. Plocamy and entered upon the Good Neighbor

Every other liberal movement within the Re. :"h:':,ﬂj',;"g"&;“ﬁ}',’; Betss toass oy tadn s the We Gave Lahor Its Rights PojcY which has been so productive for all of us?
publican party has been choked off. When Lincoln work of farm housewives everywhere has been Have we Any logy for what we have done Are we ashamed that ivir, Hull worked unremit-
was killed the party slipped into the reaction of lightened? u:fo

for labor? Le . : 7 tingly to tear down teriff wails which surely must
Thadeus Stevens and stayed there until Roosevelt coiliubowarﬁ‘i.;u 'ugi.”ﬂll;l"q ui::::i?ecr 01.:“;1]]1?: tg: corie down if the world is to live at peace?
came. When LaFollette cﬁalhnqod the reaction of we I{escued the Land only wise thing ﬂi'at“Coolngo ever said was that Are we ask\med that M:, Foosevelt saw so far
Harding and Coolidge in 1924, the price of wheat - nobody has a right to strike against the public 2head of the rest of us? [hat h» saw ahead what
suddonfy went up and his movement was choked Do we apologize for the fact that we did tackle salety anywhere, anytime. I have no defense of Hitler had in mind, what japzn had in mind and
ofi. The Willkie of 1944 was a John the Baptist the probllem of the Dust Bowl? That we haye pro- any war-time strike, but I do want to point to the that from 1936 on, he tried desparately to warn us
crying in the wilderness of a Re ublican reaction. vided water facilities for more than 3.530.000 acres report of the Truman committee that strikes in !© Prepare while he was frving to stave off what
The same thing happened to Wﬂl;kio that happen- of arid land? That through soil conservation mea-

ining, 3 lon i . became inevitable? ! : ;

ed to John the Baptist. j :lurudwio have {:‘scupd u‘odc;d. dcpl:httd lnm m?;dqi: :n.ll‘cf::tz; mn?a.::gui:: ':)rfdll::: l:lh:tsl‘::n::- o 1;‘.";“ we ’“&thmi tl° "p°}‘f Z'“EI ft‘:‘" ;:I)‘oth:c:gli,ct

When it is normal. the Republican party is ;l- one thw to the exten o utl'ore_ l;nhifq y fourth of one percent of manpower actually used. ©f his :::r}ri in e;;rf 9'0?1-;5:-:. dﬂo : at tl n'; o
ways nactlanlrr The Republican party is the acres that are now In production in WAF 8- 14 the same year, total manpower contributed by Farty in foreign airs or the 1act that e ery
natural home o privilege _seekers such as Joe fort? labor exceeded that used in 1939 by 76 percent. major declaration, every major advoc'?cy touclnng
Grundy; of labor baiters like Sewell Avery; of h S lF NThe strike picture has been exaggerated deliber- irternational cooperation ;;:. th? m_a:mton':lnc.t o
&ul’t.;tnyt I;..liq::?r;hd fT‘:r‘:’%nGF;r:lt;ri. ;:(f gm; WQ Helped t € Sma armer ately to discredit labor. But it is not the strike &ei:r:el:l:: be?en made by a Democratic president in
CTlnnc: ;Cellinqlot:‘. l..nd Col. M.cCormick:' of iso- Are we ashamed that the cankerous growth of f:f:t‘g: tl:;t p{lm“d{ untatﬁs :;emu; of labtoi‘r. £z
lationists like Nye. farm tenancy has been checked and that through F ;dar:t t:ly FAR o rec?n:: 4 w’m“’ "'tfoth ‘: & P &

There are of course a great many decent and the Farm Security administration’s effort’s 950,- labe Bagt pn‘]‘f“.ﬂmt" he -\ "?”rb'c e Talkin Plll'ty
nice peaple in the Republican party, but they are 000 small farmers have been fed out of despair aptaiiy much right to organize for srgeining

: as italists have to pool their money to conduct f
] E - and back into useful, productive and happy lives? capi Th hould taks ing at the moment
::ll:l;c?l bi:ldli:mup.::l:rldgr::i:r::ga?lgl::l:t?;di: ot'l":. Are we ashamed that we took people off sub- 2 business. When the Sewell Averys, the Tom 9 SSuntsy shau wernng oL

’ ; T : : that while the Republicans are “taikin’ purty” (as
driver’s seat in the Republican party this year. marginal land and re-settled them upon good g:r:ﬂ;:;;ﬁ g;:lf:;’l;?'t Weirs learn that, this wau the lyrics writer has You saying in 'tha plqy Okla':
m ' N, “ lands? Of course we need new labor legislation: I ad- homa) while the Republicans gl ;lalkm_' ptt:rty.
lhey Get No l*drther Than Be- W Ref ted the Nﬂt.i n vocate federal chartering and federal regulation 89ain in internat:onli}lqﬂmrs. it is the }af‘:‘ . op

ing Agai t R 1t” € nelors 0 of labor unions, particularly when the enjoy Portunism. The Republican party is isolationist at
Ing Against Rooseve Aze we ash o e

amed that we have given encourage- national power, 1 advocate legislatio t will heart. It opposed this war until Pearl l'_“"?_‘”' made
Without too much justification. as far as I can ment to the reforestation of lands that had been bring them under common anti-trust laws: that CPPosition moot. It has n;d? R deé:}ldm-son asta
see. but because they hate that man in the White denuded in the ruthless exploitation of timber will drive out the racketeers; that will make them Party equivalent to ‘h"I stlantic i '";;; ‘I’_;' "
House. because they yearn for the days of the barons? Or that a good deal of reforestation work thoroughly democratic and responsible in every Mr. Hull's outline of our foreign po icy. y edmt‘
twenties. because they want to be “rid of bur- was done by CCC boys we took »ff the blind bag- way. I have no hestation in shying that I want to ri€gan was entirely correct when he l"‘derr o
eaucy.” because they want to smack labor down gage of railroad cars—boys who were Prowling see the labor code of rights and charter of respon- Governor Dewey as a man who copies down the

and go back to the good old days of goon squads, the country for jobs we could not give them? sibilities written by a friendly even if sternly in- &nswers on his siate when the examination is
the Republican Old Guardsmen have undertaken 2 . sistent administration. not by one determined to ¢ver. ; £ kS LN i "
to bund a pretty fair governor—and nothing more, ‘Ve Bm]t the (,reat Dams destroy organized labor itself. ... . Mr. Dewey was against “deals” with Russia; by

::Idi:‘::]};i:g t?:g.tg:u::ﬂ.la;::.in;? :hr.nt;‘n::’m;- Are we ashamed of TVA and its twenty-one .. Labor's advances have been bloodily won or 'WO stages he has now come to the idea that may-

- : be Russia and China ough? to be let in on the An-
g d - Of Grand Coulee. Roosevelt. and other groudgingly granted by the opinion of the country. . A
! l.tr:'.::;n::'gog:z.l'::tﬁ:]?:hw:‘y}’l: tari:d %ﬁtpm; q;:;: dams that have been built under this ad- We have translated them into fundamental law. gt’wz;“g:“;qil?;::ﬁ:gfL‘l.fd;:-:ew::;l‘h 3‘;:‘*;'}_‘2?
stand for. They care no more for Dewey “h: per- posed. He told reporters in Philadelphia January
son tha nthey do for Roosevelt: it is that they re-

i5, 1941, that it "u{ould bring an end to free gov-
cognize in him, an instrument for the destruction érnment in the United States ,to abolish Congress
of the New Deal.

tor all practictl purposes.” In his Wisconsin cam-
This. then is a year of major decisions. This is ganign of 1940, his philosopy was to.keep away
not the year for a choice, between, personalities; a

from Europe:;; in 1944, he waated to discourage the
choice between a dashing young gang buster who growth of rampant nationalism,”

has made the grade as vernor and a charming Vote for le Mr, !'::nnt;qnn is not ‘:iqh:h that Goﬁegnor
president. It is not a choice of commanders in ewey copies the answers a er they are a in—
chief to carry on the war. I shall discuss Mr, Roo- Roosevelt and Truman after the polls and state elections tell him public
sevelt md'tho war later, b“ltsi: h:::' u;ommu“ln;!- - M h D ;enUmSﬁ-a—hthen hg 1: in fthﬁe #o:d; of tpetsonq
er in chief. as good as he n t role. t he rom oma. just’ a fellow who cain’ say
has primarily claim upon the affections and re- Sml-th P a OneY . Over

no. His corn is high as an elephant’s eye. There
is not the slightest consistency in his foreign po-
licy because there is no sincerity in it,

They’re Not Good Enough

spect of the people of this country, ... .. ..

The Real Choice

The real choice the American poo%l: must make
this lynr is bot\;lo:rn phﬂﬁo:opmhhl. Itl':oux:. ideas :
that lie deep in their conf t. year year — - . . ol .

of referendum upon the attitude toward the func- ministration? But particularly of TVA with the I do not want to see a few men in the Republican iﬁnﬁzﬂhbc“ny the Republicaa p arty for most of

tion of government and the works of the New upon the le of that party take them away, or restore to America the
Deal for the past twelve years. Domestically. the :’lso' ,m' ”u.i ::n?;?mw'.d ' Roop form of industrial fascism we had until the late

1l fo 3 propertied. Internationally is has symboiized isola-
:rl-:;u:t; :..I:-::i‘;’::t':o::h.o ‘doi::r:gioa “o’!' mv:h?ciwhnzl.ll o we apologize i:ior the f..ct,tht:: :tﬁ mﬂuo:al::o twenties. tionism or imperialism it {:as symhl::oh:-,e.i isosal:i‘:::‘

- 3 has reduced electricity Wer ra over the . . ism or imperialism rath r than the ighk
the Republican party has so m offered. and the country? That it has pr%‘:r flood control and The Most Effectlve War mn spirit, the‘;‘;:;‘rit of mutueul secﬂrit 3. q'r%?ro“i.sl 31.,‘;{
Pleservation and implementation of the central opened new lands to f rs? That it has provid- . ing in its present policy or in the rostes of its can-
idea of the New Deal, which is that the person is od in thie Mlowalt houss of o). History

; Cidates for the Presidency to indicate that, having
g:::.'?ol::‘:::::tt ilt':oil.f 3&%?&0?“%'."&.4""{; ectricity without which our war procluctl?o:}) could o Democrats have no apology on our conduct choked off ite liberal movement, it is not again at
make freedom the expanding force it can be when 1Ot have approached what it has ’f,“d‘ tment ©° fthe war. It is the most effective and Inost effi- 1n€ Gead center of normalcy in domestic affairs
the individual has the opportunity to develop his -apologize for the fact that m?‘:“ﬁh e < :ll: clent war ever fought. Our People at home are and in an inperialistic mood Internationally,
own soul. has op UP new means of live ol bl. better cared for. better fed and better informed  That is not good enough. Anything short of tok-
In the international field, I believe the choice is four and a half Reople on an “i“ as fog than they have ever been. Prices have been better ing our full place in world affairs is an invitation
between a good peace and a bad one. as Scotland and . ! o'::! apologize v. Ccontrolled, in comparison with the rise in prices to another war, Anything short of recognition that
I have no shame in confessing that I am and the fact that a once ated, ﬂt onl““g.dc;tp‘t)h 3 in World Warl. OPA' has saved the American what we are going through is in fact a counter-re-
have been a New Dealer for years. Yes, I'd like to °FtY stricken valley hb;“tror?:l t t{ = th, but PeoPle 87 billions of dollars, or $169 per person, volution against the tyrannios of authoritarianism
see the budget balanced and always have felt that 97eat mmh.ﬂq": pllco: in wl:ich' to.Tirné Do fince the war began, at a cost to them of $1.82 and htat hte trend of the world when this war is
in normal times, we should tax what we spend. m ;oqplo ma_ ze for that? Cer- POB Ptrsinq. s cl-:erdjmq be tov;;ard_ :lhe ‘?roarar emphasis upon
Yes. I get irritated by a many things about '¥¢ the people of the vM.mt? ur civil liberties have been better preserved the ¢ignity ot the individual—the trend to the
the administration and m many. tainly Ppeople Y than ever before. Sewell Avery can still call the left, if You care to call it that—v, ., put us out of
in it. Yes, I'd change a great deal of it. “{‘I"’l. c.; A dd ed w ]th Prenglont a liar without being shot—tnd has. step with hte peopl_e Ye fought to save. Anything
say in all honesty that I'd infinitely rather have We ywea ort of the recognition thai there is no turning

: | back i domestic affairs; that n not
¢ had Franklin .13&’!"!:%0;011’;::: the t, twelve Are we ashamed of our more enlightened treat Dewey Sneered : ROOSGVC": Acted ck in our domestic irs; that we can not go

years than H and ] er, .and £ Indi under John Collier? Of our back to 1914 or even to 1340, :5 the sheerest stup-
their twelve years. In theory I didn’t thira 8t 0 the v r Jo

- - . . idity.
new national parks and national monuments? Of Our soldiers are the best equi ped in the history !
;"d fou]r'th }:;mt:;.g:: ltgl é:kd.!:rm tem 101: the Dnﬂguﬁn;::th P’Oﬂrm‘ which l::};d p.rdman- of the world. We are notegorrowing guns frornl:
oosevelt w .ent_wealth in the way of roads. ges. dams. anybod e did in World War 1. We are lendin T /
: r“cf".tl!:“t :z:b:if:l;r;;t“ Dewey with.all the stream control public buildings, .Fllf grounds, of Yloulzqu:::v qigi‘ng ouroilliel aqrremt ;arts o: thei‘rI Great DeClSlﬂn DIuSt Be Ma’de
orces tha .

ks, swimming pools—recreational centers of all implémeénts of war. Those who sneered at the . :
I sense every now and then a note of l.poloﬁy in md.-; President’s promise for 50,000 planes a year, in- Anything short of the recognition that we can

Democratic voices. I'd like for somebody to tell me cluding Mr. Dewey. have eaten theis sneer in the 1Ot 90 back to this will-of-th-wisp thing business
11 hould apologize for; or. since _ . . men call “free enterprise” which never existed
;1;:: ;l‘a: n:-‘:m Yw:' s. :uoﬂgpglw u;untt. for Shat We Helped the .Unfortunate ;:c;: of a production of 100,000 or more planes a Einc:- th’t :ll"é requlat m‘_:ﬂ }aﬂa‘;" pu:ed t:w ,;}“
poli . . th " : ontinen ongress, us into trouble.
e Are e * - tluthwo hiht.h.b;’co:r “:1 u: .~In two and a half years we have built ol Y s in our hearts that there must be
unemployed e we ashamed t use mada greater than the world has ever known and 1 1 § loyabl d that if ori
We Saved the Banks old p are ;luwlng_pqulom all over the coun- with it a bridge of merchant ships making a high- iu. tl.elr;:u;’n i:zzegzm <::'temr1; 55:”:3:?:. to::rnm;;r::i

Is any Democrat ashamed that we took a - try and s and employees are jointly set- way of the seven seas. From inland vards that p g

i y ' . i : : st. We must know in our hearts that we will
i h had bad 5770 failures in the ting up more retirement funds and Sagse. Unem- oo rrnew. a seagoing ship. landing crafts and ™Y . -
;:31";?!?!“:: gﬂ:'i:ﬂ'- with a loss to depositors and Ployment funds? Are we ashamed that through us, destroyer-escorts set their course to Tarawa and PeVer 9o back on the standards of fair working

. s i 4 "‘ q..
stockholders of mese than g:trn billions of dollars, &:‘pﬂ;ﬁ e bﬁd.mwlmi"n.}:rﬁt%? ftal::.t bt g I::It'q? lnt w:flingw;fy i:‘a? - li:!;cg in our hearts th:}t“\:rewv:i.l!ll?:v:: t;el‘:: r?;us-t
. ually eliminated fail- nme . gt uickly summoned it natur ys = fase : : -
:::l' r:::::lml::ui?c‘l onco, v Y that we have, enlighte child labor laws., or gour:nz, its factories and its manpower to its de. l1¢tions made in the public good—regulations born

Mo ae . ©f the necessity of protecting the individual from

We Saved the Home Owners e Blo-8re the makars of the Bt srmasins ol $h6 brite pove o hyle. ..

€ dav . d?h t the H.O.L.C. has WQ,’ve‘Maﬂef the F armer Rich ' Z%ion of force for the purpose in the annals of Wﬁ_tﬂ'ﬂllt ktqo‘l; tllut!tha dn:::nd for o urn.:d

u:ter; g:n";o%f;éfa.u'ﬁo ‘l:::nn i:-orn .Iore'cl;u;:r.o by __If we have no lp::ll'oqy‘ to llboHr. }:u ;::tai;gy ;l}hmk.t i::l“':‘h:: ::rposu .:: “o.f :‘o%r::. plt:r ;;::d::; ;;c:’i:; ¥1:;:luarl:: :gm";on:. ;Jf'fﬁ:'wﬁﬂﬁ l‘;
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: : reparation for eat sactrifice upbn which we dical profession can not do. We must know that

been willing to put a billion doagn ii:to e .. % 3"&?::- R ’ u?n ma: m.:.ﬂm wg;g;? zr .P:;o - to,‘,.mﬁtl::quﬂth s ‘n,'“igi b Gt hat. 8 2ha datrh ds of l;: alth, housing, nutrition and all

Are we Democrats ashamed that chul:. Pkl':l'.'Ol; 000; - mortqa rest took more than onme of marily to the leadership of the President. the other things that r;;nko for a good life are Eo:

o4 ARG ouishoqy ormm ‘;.{m m}.ﬂ::. every ten d u-nh} 11.4%) of the total cash farm in-  If ‘all these things bé Tfue. what is there left to mlttorst to b: left lig ttly al}o ’!ru nntorpn?. l‘:

Sust pUNPERIen. “J 1:‘,:“::“ c%ﬁ;.:?:.hd in- come. More than a mi liof farms had been lost by apologize for- For a huge debt? Certainly we ;::kl:“at”o. ": r::::::::-n .: : o 0;:3 d:t m;; n.o :’ ‘:
g:?;;’,in;l:&::’:q:;1 foreclogure and farmers were forcibly preventing have it: the war has been responsible for more. g : peop

i heir government as an agency to secure the
cred - foreclosures in some the country. F Without what the debt is buying, we would have use t y
e B “I‘.“tmdhi::;:lt n‘::r lﬁ;’:ﬂ&iough%‘: ' fncomo had lcg-oppod’:rqg:n:holu.bi?lloﬂn 1929 .o freedom. Without what it bought in the days wlalfue. :tndd o?i':il::ci.. ttl:; bl:“:::mdo molf. al: ;i g.r.;th
B I:r to buy fa ta reduce ten- to five billion in 1932, Wheat was down from $1.30 reace before this war. we would have had the - gr $ aad hoort will eae e ¢ Bo!yh iz Both
o o mmn. p a 2 gs that cost a bushel .to 53 Gents; cofton from 17.9 cents to 5 continued ‘rosion of the soil and of a people, We the nu;:m a Do. .. qu
t..:: Yq‘m:":rmﬂ.rom l:ut:llnt.am to cents, ~ ; ey " had a big 4.51 when {h. war started, but we had argue a Democratic victory.
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