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toria, Wntroduced the tall silk
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Robert Newell, a leader among the
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hard-fighting, free-lovin

Mountain Men, supplied the an-
ewer, He suggested to his old
trapper pals that they emigrate

to the Willametie Valley. The idea
stuck, so on August 5, 1840, Rob- |
ert Newell, Joe Meek, Willis
Craig, Caleb Wilkins and a
others set from Fort
with three wagons which
had been abandoned by mission-
aries. With them were their Indian
wives and half-breed childern. It
wWas nol an impressive cavalcade
by any means, not one yYou would
associale with empire building, but
It deceived s looks.,
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Newell led the way through sage
and sand Fort Boise, where
they saw the cart Whitman had
left there four yvears before. From
Fort Boise
had
men

to

wheeled vehicle
gone. Newell and
proceeded on their way, mak-
ing wagon tracks and history
acros the Blue Mountains and on
to the Whitman Mission, where
Meek left his young daughter,|
Helen Bar Meek, to go to school
and grow up to be a lady. After a
short visit with the Whitmans,
Newel and his party pushed on to
Fort Walla Walla on the Columbia,
There the wagon tracks ended, but
the way had been blazed. Newell's
pary had added three hundred
niles to the wagon trail and
another chapter to western history. |

CROSSING THE
NORTH PLATTE

Crossing the North Platte was
a dangerous task, It was not as
wide as the South Platte, but was

no

ever his

deeper and its current was more
swift and treacherous, with con-
siderable “swimming' water.

Some of the emigrants used Ltheir
wagon boxes as boats Others
forded the stream by hooking a
number of wagous together, hitch-
ing several yoke of oxen to them
A long rope was tied to a ring
on the lead yoke, while 30 or more
men on the opposite bank pulled
on the rope to keep the
straight and help them ashore,

William Newby's wagon broke
loose and floated off downstream
rolling over and over as the swift

cattle

current played with it as a cat
would a mouse. Newby, Lee and
Williams swam after it, but al-
most lost their lives in the fool-
hardy attempt.

The next day it was found

three miles below, on some riffles,
but little worse for its rough ex-

perience. It was soon repaired and
continued on the ‘trek with the

other wagons,

In 1847 the Mormons established
a ferry at the ford. It was a skin
boat and did a thriving business
ferrying emigrants. Pay was ac-
cepted in provisions at Missouri
prices. The ferry rate was high
and the price for provisions was
low, so the Mormons likened it
to manna from heaven. The Mor-
mons had been run out of Mis-
sourli several years before and
took a keen delight in extracting
a heavy toll from their erstwhile

enemies. The ferrymen jokingly
referred to their boat as the
“Revenue Cutter.,” In 1852 a

bridge was built across the river|
by Louis Guinard near the pres-|
ent Casper, Wyo. and the pm‘il-i
ous ford was a thing of the past
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SOUTHERN OREGON MINER

Ralph Waldo Emerson, the great essayist and philosopher, tells
about walking through the country one day, and coming on a boy
trying to get a calf through a gate. _

The calf was stubborn. He stood there with his legs stiffened
while the boy tugged and pushed and threatened. :

About this time a young girl came along and watched the bo?r 5
futile efforts with a good deal of amusement. Finally she. said:
“Here, let me show you how.” And she stuck a finger in the
calf’s mouth and led him gently through the gate.

Well —when you know HOW to do a job, the job is half done
before you start.

There was another good example of this after Pearl Harb?r,
when America’s business-managed electric power companies
were suddenly called upon to supply power for expanding in-
dustry in quantities unheard of before. But they did it, just like
that. They knew how. They had the experience, the skill, and the
resources.

The production of electric pow er in America has always been
mainly in the hands of business men, and under a system of free
business opportunity and reward for individual initiative, thesf
men have built up a national ser vice, dedicated to the conveni-
ence and necessity of millions of people.

Today, over 80 % of all electric power in America is produc-ecl
by business-managed, self-supporting, tax-paying companies
whose first interest, like yours and mine, is winning the war.

FREEDOM to us in this country is our greatest heritage—its preservation is our gravest responsibility

THE CALIFORNIA OREGON POWER COMPANY

The DEBUNKER

By John Harvey Farbay, PAD,
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must llve entire ]ife
ever closing its eyes, for
Since a fsh's
ife 15 spent under water, there Is
no need for an organ to bathe the
syeball, as our eyelids do Fiuahes
must also go through 1life without
ever “"winking.' IThe shark is the
only koown exception to this
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See us now for Automoblile
Liability Insurance,
Mrs., M. T. Burns—on the Plaza,
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DO IT NOW

When trouble comes to yon
—and it will, In some form
~nee that It Is lightened by
the benefits of adogquate in-
SUrance,

Let us pe your Insurance

counselors,

Billings Agency

KEAL ESTATE and
KEAL INSURANOE
Phone 8781 41 East Main ‘
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