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PROMOTING ALIEN IDEALS

MANY good people in the United States are opposed,

as a matter of principle, to state socialism as it is
being promoted in this country through federal power
development as an offshoot of flood entrol, naviga-
tion projects, etc. Private enterprise cannot compete
with government in business. We have seen this de-
monstrated in the power field in Tennessee. Today we
are witnessing the determined drive to give federal
power projects on the Columbia river the right to take
over any and all private power industries in Washing-
ton and Oregon.

They cannot reconcile themselves to this trend, for
they know that once it is established, it will be ex-
tended to other industries. They have witnessed the
ultimate in state socialism in Germany, where the in-
dividual is as near a pawn of the state as it is possible
for a human being to be. With all the power of regula-
tion that government has over industry, they can see
no reason for it owning and operating industry to the
exclusion of private citizens.

Why, instead of going into business in competition
with private citizens, as government is doing in the
power field, can it not sell power, its “by-product” of
navigation and flood control, to private companies to
be distributed by them under suitable public regula-
tion, with all savings passed on to the consumer? This
would be the democratic way to run a democracy,
rather than to use the might of government to limit
the field of activity of private citizens.

* * *

HEAVIER TRAFFIC CREATES ROAD PROBLEMS
A REPORT on traffic conditions in Oregon, both rail-
road and highway, brings to light the fact that new
hazards confront the motorist. The secretary of state's
office calls attention to the speeding up of freight due
to the war and warns car drivers of the dangers at
rail crossings. Not only have more trains been added,
but the speed of all trains has been increased (on the
other side of the mountains, of course).

“Railroads are carrying a tremendous volume of
war necessities today and they are traveling at higher
speeds at the request of army authorities,” the report
states. “Consequently, there are more trains each day
and this means increased hazards at grade crossings.
Citizens should bear in mind this important fact: an
accident at a grade crossing today is very likely to
mean the loss of life due to the speed of trains. Fur-
thermore, it may mean costly delays at a time when
speedy schedules are of vital importance. So it is up to
every individual to exercise extreme caution at grade
crossings to avoid being involved in a railroad

accident.”
* * *

A WORD OF APPRECIATION

HE MINER can not let the opportunity pass to

express a word of appreciation to the Ashland
Choral club, its director and accompanist. These people
have worked hard during the winter months to pre-
pare for the annual spring concert, while at the same
time appearing at numerous functions in and out of
the city. Were it not for their deep appreciation of the
value of good music it would not be the privilege of
many other music lovers of the community to enjoy so
many high class programs. It is fitting to add that |
Ashland is indeed fortunate to have such talent as Mrs. |
Epler, both as a soloist of rare ability and an equally |
good director, and Mrs. Hufman, whose artistic accom- |
panying always adds merit to any program where she |

appears. P

This paper is not unmindful of the good work being
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That Electricity May Be
Your Most Efficient

A

Take good care of all electrical appliances—you will not
be able to replace many of them with new ones. Gov-
ernment freezing orders have cut the manufacture of
practically all household electrical conveniences to a
point where replacements will be difficult when present

retail stocks are depleted.

A little closer attention to the upkeep
of the vacuum cleaner, the family wash-
ing machine, your electric toaster—
EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL — will
give them longer life and enable you to
maintain your standard of living.

Ashland Light Department

“Your SERVICE Department”
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