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“THE TRUTH WILL . SET YOU FREE"
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Is There A Santa Claus?

For a bit of relief from the baffling world problems
of today we herein reprint that Christmas editorial
classic, “Is There a Santa Claus?” which appeared In
the New York Sun in 1897 and which has been reprint-
ed millions of times since.

“We take great pleasure in answering at once and
thus prominently the communication below, expressing
at the s same time our great g ratification that its faith-
ful author is numbered among the friends of the Sun:

Dear Editor—I am eight years old. Some of my
little friends say there is no Santa Claus.

Papa says: “If you see it in the Sun it's so.”

Please tell the truth: *“is there a Santa
Claus”"

me
Virginia O'Hanlon.

“Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have
been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except they see. They think that
nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their
little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men'’s
or little children’s, are little. In thig€ great universe of
ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as

compared with the boundless world about him, as mea-
sured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole |

of truth and knowledge.

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as
certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist,
and you know that they abound and give to your life
its highest beauty and joy. Alas!
the world if there were no Santa Claus. It would be as
drear as if there were no Virginias. There would be no
child-like faith then, no poetry; no romance to make
tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment,
except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which
childhood fills the world would be extinguished.

“Not believe in Santa Claus? You might as well not
believe in fairies! You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas eve to catch |
Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus |
coming down, what would that prove? Nobody sees
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa |
Claus. The most real things in the world are those that
neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that'’s
no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive
or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and un-
seeable in the world.

“You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the
unseen world which not the strongest man, or even the |
united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived
could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, ro-
mance, can push aside that curtain and view and pic-
ture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing
else real and abiding.

“No Santa Claus? Thank God; he lives forever. A
thousand years from now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten
thousand years from now he will continue to make glad
the heart of childhood.”
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| EX-EDITOR VISITS

Truckers Organize
1 . Ex-Editor Leonard Hall and
])efense Lommlttee Mrs. Hall of Charleston, Ore,, were
) . week-end visitors with friends ir
A Southern Oregon National Ashland. They weie accompanie: :
Defen.w_ ’cumrmtlw recently has ' py Wendell Prime of Newport, |
bfﬂ".}ml;dmz'-'d_ in ""*:-"_ Lo make prother of Mrs. Hall. Hall rfp:rtu’
possible a more effective mobili- | {pat “the fishin's still fine,” al- |
zation of trucks in this section in though bad weather has kep',
the event of an army call them in for several weeks. ’
The organization is headed by a 2 |

ENDERS IS INSTRUCTOR

five-man executive group of which
w. I;e Whittle of Ashland is a Jack Enders. lieutenant in the
member, | United States army air corps, 1'11

Truck owners are requested to now serving as an instructor at a
register their equipment at the new Texas airfield, Lt. Enders
chamber of commerce in order to| who is a son of Henry Enders of
make complete the census of | Ashland, previously was located
available trucks, at Kelly Field, Texas
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LET’S BE THANKFUL!

Thanks for the mem’'ries we've built through the years, 1
Thanks for the sunshine that shone through our tears )
Thanks for the friendships far better than gold; |
The joy of our loved ones to have and to hold r

Thanks for the prosperous years we have seen,
Thanks for the lessons in years that were lean.
Thanks that we realize each year more and more
Indeed we have much to be thankful for.

DEPUTY COUNTY CORONER

how dreary would be |

Litwiller Funeral Home
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you'll enjoy the whole year more if you make
insurance a gift to yourself this Christmas.
It helps a lot to know that dependable in-
surance is safeguarding you against unex-
pected losses — losses that can mar your
whole future as well as upsetting your pre-
sent plans. For friendly adviee on your in-
surance problems, see . .,

I. C. ERWIN

Phone 3751
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