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But the fact remains that the “batting average” of
Jackson county's prosecution has taken a surprising
and alarming drop since the first of last year. Average
percentage of convictions in cases tried by the prev-
ious district attorney—who held his office for eight
years—was well over 90 per cent while convictions
now are limited to occasional instances and to defend-
ants who enter pleas of guilty. Today convictions in
contested cases are the exception and not the rule
in Jackson county!

There can be no question as to the proper intentions
and honesty of District Attorney Frank Newman. But
there most certainly is cause for comment in the
results being turned out by his office. The cases al-
ready described in previous issues are but two of a
number of outcomes that are very surprising and
unsatisfactory to those interested in justice.

In placing the blame onto grand juries and trial
juries who violate the obligation of preponderant evi-
dence and ‘“‘go soft,” Newman was partly correct. The
district attorney cannot be expected to do the whole
thing alone while big-hearted jurors weepingly spring
the traps which the law has set to catch wrongdoers.

Juries are picked, supposedly, for the judgment of
guilt or innocence of their fellow men—not for grant-
ing of mercy or expressions of sympathy, which right-
ly is the sentencing judge’s job if mercy is caller for.
And every time a taxpayer sits impaneled to free an
accused defendant when evidence shows him guilty,
he is throwing away his own tax money as well as
contributing to the success of crime. .-

Even so, all the blame cannot be shouldered onto |
the people who compose our timorous grand juries and |
those who warm the jury box seat cushions. For we |
had grand juries and trial juries during the previousg
district attorney’s term of office, and his results were |
almost 100 per cent effective while now defendantsl
who admit their guilt escape conviction. |

It is because of this great contrast in effective- |
ness that The Miner has blamed the incumbent prose- |
cutor, and surely everyone can't suddenly have got- |
ten out of step but the district attorney!

There can be no denying that Jackson county tax- |
payers, who expect results for dollars spent for prose-
cution, are paying for something that isn't being de-
livered!

* * *

YOU CATCH FLIES WITH HONEY, GEORGE!

It is surprising how far people will look for an
explanation that is right under their nose.

Early this week our sage contemporary, the Daily
Twiddlings, editorially complained that Ashland is not
being given enough prominence in railroad timetables.

In the General's same issue was an article which
went into great detail to relate how passengers suf-
fered “shock and minor injuries” and great inconven-
ience when the train on which they were riding struck
two automobiles. The incident took place down in
California and was of no consequence to Ashland peo-
ple, yet the article pointed out that passengers were
“detoured through Reno.”

Strictly speaking, the incident was news, even up
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Oregon law limits the number of ‘
persons who may be carried in thv‘
iriver’s compartment to three per-
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there is no set limit on the num- |

sons over 12 years of age
ber of children who may sit with |
the
states that the driver must not be |
crowded. Even if there 18 no tull'l
in the seat except the driver, his
movements must be hampered by

driver, the law very clearly |

DOES THE LAW REQUIRE |
ME TO STOP BEFORE DRIVING
ACROSS A RAILROAD TRACK?

You are required to stop only
when there is a visible, positive
signal clearly warning of the ap-
roach of a train. If, after stop-
oing thus, you see that you can
‘ross in safety, you may drive on
If your engine is cold or if you are
inexperienced in handling a car
the wisest course in such a case|
is to stop and wait for the train
to pass, because you may find
yourself in a difficult spot if you
kill your while your auto-
mobile is still on the track

You are required to slow down
to 15 miles per hour or less when
ipproaching a railroad grade

engine
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Woman Is Injured
In Overturned Auto

When the 1036 sedan piloted by
a Los Angeles Filipino overturned
on the new Siskiyou highway in
Bellview early Wednesday morn-
ing a white woman giving her
name as Mrs Mary Tabelin, wife
of one of the three Filipinos in
the car, was cut and bruised about
the head and was taken to the
Community hospital for treatment,
Neither the woman's young daugh-
ter nor any of the men were hurt
beyond minor bruises

The car left the road, apparent-
ly, when the driven fell asleep,
plunging down a bank and over-
turning into a ditch of water near
the Southern Pacific tracks. Bad-
ly smashed, the vehicle was towed
here for repairs.
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ICE CUBES SURVIVE FIRE

Perfectly formed ice cubes were found in Norge refrigerators,
twenty-four hours after fire completely destroyed the London
showrooms of Electric & Musical Industries, Ltd., Middlesex.
England. Interiors were spotlessly white, and imitation food-
stuffs of wax remained intact.
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