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Had Buck Cagle—one of the main performers in
the beat-up and robbery here—never attended Oregon
schools ne probably would have indulged in some form
of lawlessness somewhere The boys did not be-
have as they did simply because they were not native
to the state. Badness and flaws in character will crop
out regardless.
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ball team is an aggregation of young men any family
would be glad to have join them at their dinner table. |

Shocking as the highway robbery may be, it should |
be regarded as an exception and not the rule of college |
character. Most of the students and athletes are a |
credit to their the percentage of undesir-
ables among student bodies probably is much less than
among any other grouping of young people.
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SHALL WE CRY OVER THE VICTIM
OR THE THUGNS?
While the theory is generally accepted, at least

locally, that the three Monmouth football players who
assaulted and robbed a man near here Sunday morn-
ing are thugs and, as such, should get a drastic pen-
alty, there is reported to be an undercurrent of sym-
pathy for the who was mixed up in the
case.

It seems to be a
ruin his amateur standing”

On the surface one can see a faint glimmer of
reason for this stand. Here is a boy who was well
liked in the community and who has had the advant-
age of a good education, position and family. The
theorists ask, “Why should a boy of this caliber be
made to suffer like a common crook?”

And there they defeat their own sympathy. These
boys, all college men, and particularly Messenger, pos-
itively lacked the “necessity” incentive often presented
by the average stick-up artist and, furthermore, had
the background and training to know it. They are the
ones who should have been models of proper conduct

Consider the case itself. Rice, the victim, is a
small man. Also, he is partially disabled with a per-
manently crippled leg. Any one of the big bruisers
could have held and robbed him with little difficulty

local man

“don’t send my boy to prison and
sort of plea.
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that a man was cruelly and dangerously mistreated
(and, besides physical injuries, sustained financial
losses at the hands of persons engaged in flagrant
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[t must be that his sympathizers are befogged
in their thinking by their friendship for the local man
that they have difficulty in distinguishing between
right and wrong. Or perhaps they prefer to feel that
within the charmed circle of their acquaintance
s capable of doing wrong .
what they

no one

Regardless of think, the fact remains

disrsepect of law and order—in cold-blooded brutality
Should they, or any one of them, be excused from
the penalty they deserve on the grounds that their
punishment will cause anguish to their friends, or|
should other lads spend their formative vears con-
templating the lucrative possibilities offered by law
enforcement which is all front and no back?
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